CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
The following is a summary of the items to come before the
City Council at its regular session to be held on Monday,
October 26, 2020, at 7:10 p.m. Remotely via WebEx
To register to attend the meeting, and provide live comment via WebEx on your computer, tablet or smartphone, residents and
other attendees should go to the following web address and register.
Meeting Link:
https://cityofwhitefish.webex.com/cityofwhitefish/j.php?MTID=md819384c1e6af15dbee0266cf8c42398
Meeting Number: 146 660 4272
Password: C0unc!lss0ct

•

Once registered, you will receive a calendar invite; in most cases it will automatically be added to your email calendar.
The calendar invite contains the information to join the meeting via WebEx on your smartphone or computer. Attendees
will not be able to join the meeting until approximately 10 minutes prior to the meeting time. OR

•

Join by video system
• Dial: 1466604272@cityofwhitefish.webex.com
Or
• Dial: 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number

•

For the Audio Conference Call option: call the number below and enter the access code.
• United States Toll: ++1-408-418-9388
• United States Toll Free: (From a land line phone) 1-844-992-4726
• Access code: 146 660 4272

•

We encourage individuals to provide written public comment; to the City Clerk, Michelle Howke at
mhowke@cityofwhitefish.org. or deliver by 4:00 p.m. October 26Th, at City Hall in the Utility Drop Box. Written
comments should include name, address, support or oppose, should be short and concise, courteous, and polite. All written
comments received by 4:00 p.m. will be provided to the City Council and appended to the packet following the meeting.
The City Clerk will read the name and address and state whether in support or oppose the proposal/application.

•

Public comment by those attending the meeting "live" via WebEx will be limited to three minutes per individual.

Ordinance numbers start with 20-16. Resolution numbers start with 20-39.
1) CALL TO ORDER
2) PUBLIC HEARINGS (Items will be considered for action after public hearings) (Resolution No. 07-33 establishes a 30-minute time limit
for applicant’s land use presentations. Ordinances require 4 votes for passage – Section 1-6-2 (E)(3) WCC))

a) Ordinance No. 20-__; An Emergency Ordinance establishing restrictions upon businesses to help
limit the spread of COVID-19 (Only Reading)
3) COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR AND CITY COUNCILORS
4) ADJOURNMENT (Resolution 08-10 establishes 11:00 p.m. as end of meeting unless extended to 11:30 by majority)

The following Principles for Civil Dialogue are adopted on 2/20/2007
for use by the City Council and by all boards, committees and
personnel of the City of Whitefish:


We provide a safe environment where individual
perspectives
are
respected,
heard,
and
acknowledged.



We are responsible for respectful and courteous
dialogue and participation.



We respect diverse opinions as a means to find
solutions based on common ground.



We encourage
participation.



We encourage creative approaches to engage
public participation.



We value informed decision-making and take
personal responsibility to educate and be educated.



We believe that respectful public dialogue fosters
healthy community relationships, understanding,
and problem-solving.



We acknowledge, consider and respect the natural
tensions created by collaboration, change and
transition.



We follow the rules and guidelines established for
each meeting.

and

value

broad

community

Adopted by Resolution 07-09
February 20, 2007

EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 20-__
An Emergency Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Whitefish, Montana, enacting
restrictions upon gatherings and businesses to help reduce the spread of COVID-19 and
waiving a second reading.
WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared a global
pandemic due to the spread of Novel Coronavirus "COVID -19"; and
WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, Governor Steve Bullock declared a state of emergency
related to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a national emergency
related to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on March 18, 2020, the Flathead County Board of Commissioners declared a
state of emergency related to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, Mayor John Muhlfeld declared a state of emergency
related to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on March 26, 2020, Governor Steve Bullock issued a “stay at home” directive
to slow the spread of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on April 22, 2020, Governor Steve Bullock issued a directive establishing the
phased reopening of Montana; and
WHEREAS, on July 15, 2020, Governor Steve Bullock issued a directive mandating the
use of face coverings in public spaces, with certain exceptions; and
WHEREAS, since the phased reopening of Montana, Flathead County has experienced a
significant increase of COVID-19 cases and currently has more active cases than every other
Montana county except Yellowstone County; and
WHEREAS, the rate of COVID-19 per 100,000 individuals increased from 19.2 per
100,000 for the first week of September 2020 to 51.1 per 100,000 for the week beginning
September 28, 2020; and
WHEREAS, in the two weeks prior to October 9, 2020, Flathead County had 889 new
COVID-19 cases and four new COVID-related deaths; and
WHEREAS, COVID the Flathead Capacity Indicators, which provide criteria and
associated data to be considered by the Flathead City-County Health Department, show the County
is functioning at critical levels in four of seven categories, including case investigation capacity,
community concern, and hospitalizations; and
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WHEREAS, as of October 9, 2020, ten long-term care facilities had current outbreaks of
COVID-19, limiting the ability of hospitals to discharge patients into such facilities; and
WHEREAS, as of October 9, 2020, at least 14 bars and restaurants in Flathead County had
experienced outbreaks of COVID-19 and outbreaks likewise had been linked to individuals
attending large events such as church services, political events, weddings and trade shows; and
WHEREAS, according to the Flathead City-County Health Department, in the last seven
months, Flathead County has had 23 deaths from COVID-19, greater than the 19 total deaths from
influenza in the past four years; and
WHEREAS, the rapid and significant spread of COVID-19 in our community is placing
pressure upon the health care system, public health staff, City and County resources, and schools;
and
WHEREAS, on October 9, 2020, the Flathead City-County Health Department proposed
additional measures and restrictions to help slow the community spread of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on October 15, 2020, the Flathead County Board of Health voted against
enacting further measures to prevent the community spread of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, recent investigations by the Flathead City-County Health Department have
found that COVID-19 exposures are linked to gatherings in indoor spaces; and
WHEREAS, despite the significant community spread of COVID-19, many individuals are
still not adhering to required practices such as wearing a mask, social distancing, staying home
when ill, and not attending large events; and
WHEREAS, the City traditionally experiences a significant influx of visitors who arrive to
celebrate the Halloween holiday; and
WHEREAS, the City is deeply committed to protecting its most vulnerable citizens,
ensuring the health care system is not overwhelmed, and keeping its schools open; and
WHEREAS, the City also recognizes that its citizens and business owners desire, and that
it is in the best economic interests of the community, for its businesses to remain open; and
WHEREAS, protecting public health is a valid objective for the exercise of the City's police
power; and
WHEREAS, § 7-5-104, MCA, authorizes the City Council to waive the second reading of
an ordinance passed in response to an emergency and provides such ordinance is effective upon
passage; and
WHEREAS, an emergency ordinance requires a two-thirds vote of the whole City Council
for passage and remains effective for no more than 90 days; and
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WHEREAS, §§ 2-3-103 through 2-3-111, MCA, provide that public agencies must ensure
that prior to a final agency decision is taken that is of significant interest to the public, adequate
notice is given and the public is allowed a reasonable opportunity to participate; and
WHEREAS, § 2-3-112, MCA, provides §§ 2-3-103 through 2-3-111, MCA, do not apply
to an agency decision that must be made to address an emergency situation affecting public health,
welfare, or safety; and
WHEREAS, preventing further community spread of COVID-19 during the Halloween
holiday constitutes an emergency situation affecting public health, safety and general welfare; and
WHEREAS, placing restrictions on businesses and gatherings during the dates of
October 30 and October 31, 2020, is in the best interests of the City.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of
Whitefish, Montana, as follows:
Section 1:

All of the recitals set forth above are hereby adopted as Findings of Fact.

Section 2: No public or private gatherings larger than 10 individuals may be held unless
it is possible to maintain six (6) feet of social distance for the dates of October 30 and
October 31, 2020.
Section 3: Restaurants, bars, breweries, distilleries, and casinos must operate at 50%
capacity during the dates of October 30 and October 31, 2020.
Section 4: Restaurants, bars, and casinos must close their doors and have all patrons out
by 11:30 p.m. during the dates of October 30 and October 31, 2020. Breweries and distilleries
must comply with state law regarding closing times.
Section 5: Restaurants, bars, breweries, distilleries, and casinos must limit seating to six
individuals per table during the dates of October 30 and October 31, 2020.
Section 6: Restaurants, bars, breweries, distilleries, and casinos must prohibit
individuals from sitting or standing at bars or counters during the dates of October 30 and 31, 2020.
Section 7: Restaurants, bars, breweries, distilleries, and casinos shall continue to comply
with all social distancing and face covering requirements issued under Governor Bullock's
previous directives.
Section 8: Houses of worship may exceed the group size of 10, subject to the limit of
50% capacity and compliance with social distancing and face covering requirements, during the
dates of October 30 and 31, 2020.
Section 9: Under previous Directives issued by Governor Bullock, all decision making
for local school districts will remain with local districts and school boards for all school activities.
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Section 10: Childcare facilities, in recognition of their critical role in supporting the
workforce, are exempt from limitations upon group size.
Section 11: Penalties:
a.
Any business, entity, group, or individual that violates the provisions
of this emergency ordinance will be deemed guilty of a municipal infraction and
will be subject to the penalties set forth in section 1-4-4 of the city code.
b.
Violation of the provisions of this emergency ordinance by a business
may result in the suspension or revocation of any business license issued for the
premises on which the violations occurred.
c.
Each day of continuing violation of this emergency ordinance may be
considered a separate and distinct offense.
Section 12: In the event any word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, section or other
part of the Ordinance set forth herein is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
judgment shall affect only that part held invalid, and the remaining provisions thereof shall
continue in full force and effect.
Section 13: This Emergency Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption
by the City Council of the City of Whitefish, Montana, and signing by the Mayor thereof and shall
expire 90 days from the date of its adoption.
PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WHITEFISH, MONTANA, THIS _____DAY OF _______________ 2020.

ATTEST:

John M. Muhlfeld, Mayor

Michelle Howke, City Clerk
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Niles Bauer
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:23 AM
Michelle Howke
Niles
Whitefish COVID Response

Whitefish City Council
City Hall
Whitefish, Montana
Subject: Whitefish’s COVID Response

De ar C ouncil :
Of those being tested for COVID-19 Flathead County currently, one in five is testing positive (19.9%
according to DPHHS.gov)! And that’s the result of past activities in our community. It’s critical that we
take action now to control the future spread of this virus during the upcoming winter months. Taking
these measures will allow us to regain our normal way of life sooner rather than later.
We fully support an ordnance that would limit capacity in our restaurants and bars to 50% on
October 30th and 31st, and to limit the size of public gatherings. Not only do we need to do this for
these two days, but for the foreseeable future as well. A return to Phase 1 guidelines makes perfect
sense! Shut things down!
Thank you for standing up for our community!

Niles & Janet Bauer

Whitefish, Montana
Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karen Beckley
Monday, October 26, 2020 1:20 PM
Michelle Howke
Halloween Covid Restrictions and Community Measures

Everyone is saying they are over Covid but the reality is Covid is not over us. We are not going to get a handle on this
virus unless we take a stand. Guess what, Halloween will come again next year. Can’t we all just stay home for this
Halloween. I totally support our City Council in scaling back our Halloween activities.
I also support re-establishing the restrictions and guidelines in the State’s Phase 1 directive. I am very proud of our
Mayor and Council for the steps they took in the Spring and for these steps they are considering. Unfortunately I can not
say the same for the Flathead City-Council Health Department.
Thank you City of Whitefish for doing the right thing.
Karen Beckley
Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

JoBeth Blair
Sunday, October 25, 2020 11:37 AM
Michelle Howke
Halloween in Whitefish - Monday October 26th Whitefish City Council Meeting

COVID is surging in the Flathead. Our health care workers
and hospital spaces are being pushed to their limits. As
Halloween approaches Whitefish has a difficult decision to
make. Our Halloween is such a fun night for all ages. It is
busy and packed with people in close proximity to each
other on the streets/sidewalks, in restaurants and
bars. We know when asked to voluntarily limit ourselves
and follow COVID suppressing protocols many of us will
not do so. I ask you to please implement the full
recommendations of our public health professionals,
Tamalee St. James Robinson and Dr. Jeffery Tjaden, in the
form of city ordinances as to how we should manage
Halloween night as a community.
Thank youJoBeth Blair
Whitefish Resident

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jerrie Boksich <
Sunday, October 25, 2020 9:28 AM
Michelle Howke
Additional Covid-19 Steps

Dear Mayor Muhlfeld and Whitefish City Council,
I want to thank you for all of your efforts to keep the residents, schools and businesses of Whitefish safe and healthy
during this Covid -19 crisis. This has not been an easy task and has taken a toll on all of us, especially public officials.
As a mother, grandmother, retired teacher, school board member and a Whitefish citizen I applaud your efforts to add
additional voluntary measures to keep our residents safe. My husband and I live on the 200 block of Columbia Ave.
otherwise known as "Halloween Central. We along with most of our neighbors have already agreed that we will not
participate in Trick-or Treating this year. This was a hard decision because we all love this special event, but we feel it is
best for our community to cancel it this year.. I would urge all other residents to follow suit and to not take children
trick-or-treating.
Being a new school board member, this has been a challenging time as well. My goal is to educate our students in school
as long and as much as possible. It is critical that community residents do their part to keep the virus out of our schools.
Adults in our community play a major role in whether or not our schools remain open. Our children deserve a quality
uninterrupted education!

Both my husband and I support whatever additional measures you need to add to keep our schools, businesses and
residents Covid -19 free. They may not be easy but certainly needed!!
Thanks again for all you do!
Sincerely,
Jerrie Boksich
Whitefish, MT 59937
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jerrie Boksich
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:17 AM
Michelle Howke
Letter to the Council follow-up

Hi Michelle,
Thank you for acknowledging my letter. I do want to clarify that I am writing as an individual and not as a school board
representative. I inadvertently sent this letter from my school board email without realizing it. I do not presume to
speak for all board members. Please pass this on to the council. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Jerrie Boksich
Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

B. Brennan
Saturday, October 24, 2020 2:28 PM
Michelle Howke
Business and restrictions

Hello,
I am writing to ask you to please not pass more restrictions on to our small businesses for Halloween. You are planning
on killing our downtown, and putting us all in to terrible financial trouble! Let people of Whitefish decide for themselves
if they would like to stay inside for Halloween weekend, if they would like to eat inside a restaurant or not, and if they
would like to close their businesses early. Don’t make this a city wide decision, taking away our freedom. We are all
different, we all can make our own decisions based on our families, and our beliefs. Enough events, large and small,
have been canceled. You are going to be causing all customers to stop coming down to Whitefish to support our
wonderful small businesses.
What are your intentions if we loose our businesses? Do you Think that far ahead in the future, or are you making
irrational rushed decisions? Are you planning on meeting about some similar restrictions for each holiday coming up?
Thanksgiving? Christmas? Do you think it is acceptable to tell people what to do as far as Holiday plans? Or as far as
church attendance goes? When in America has any of this been ok? Especially in Montana, we are smart, independent,
and capable of raising our families and running our businesses without restrictions on our basic freedoms.
We all have to decide how far we want to go with our anxiety and fear, but hopefully for you- not so far as to completely
kill our wonderful downtown area and amazing city. And when it comes to shut downs and restrictions remember- By
trying to save Some from the possibility of coronavirus, you’re choosing to hurt Everyone by poverty, lack of education,
and depression. Please don’t pass any more restrictions.
Thank you,
Shawn and Brittany Brennan

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ben Davis
Sunday, October 25, 2020 10:11 PM
Michelle Howke
FW: COVID

From: Ann Brestrup
Sent: Sunday, October 25, 2020 9:33 PM
To: Ben Davis <bdavis@cityofwhitefish.org>
Subject: COVID
Dear Mr. Davis,

During the Spring I felt we as a community had something to be proud of. We took numerous
precautions to protect our community from COVID. I wish I could feel that proud now. I don’t.
Montana is currently one of the States that have the highest COVID levels in the Country, and the
City Council is waffling on what to do. An indication of that is that it has ignored a motion to
reduce restaurant and bar capacity and hours, instead deciding to meet again to consider
imposing limits during Halloween weekend. Really? Of course we need to protect our children
during Halloween and it seems logical that we would limit their exposure by cancelling one
Halloween’s worth of downtown trick or treating. That’s a no-brainer. The Council’s apparently
focusing on that as a way to shelve action on the dangers of overcrowding in indoor food and
drink venues is inexcusable. It is avoiding coping with the question of whether a limit on eating
and drinking venues in the interest of community health will reduce tourist business and offend
certain political groups. Of course both those things will happen, but they need to be faced and
dealt with.
Montana is a state that prides itself on support of the individual's freedom to make one’s own
choices, but that is now being abused on both State and community levels. There is nothing in the
Constitution that says we should be excused from cooperating in measures to combat extreme
crises. This is not a denial of our freedom of choice; it is a common sense response to provide
safety and combat the crisis. For adolescents it is a normal developmental stage to assume
freedom means “I can do whatever I want, whenever I want.” As adults we are expected to pass
through that phase to an understanding that freedom also involves and survives on the ability to
follow rules and recognize the need for community. We should be expected to recognize that
measures taken during crisis are for our good, not to take away our freedoms. Those will return
when the crisis is overcome.
By the current State and community hesitancy to set and fully enforce mandates to curb
COVID, we

are pandering to those in the population that interpret
1

the Constitution to mean that they may do whatever they
want, whenever they want. If this is what is considered Montana pride, I
am ashamed.
Yes, we are a small community in a large State, but that does not mean we can’t set an example
by the decisions our City Government makes and the courage those of you we elect to govern
exhibit by expecting our community to come together and do what is necessary to combat this
unprecedented health crisis. It is a huge job, with hugely difficult decisions, but that is no excuse
to avoid what we need to do and to give in to people who function with an adolescent mind set.
As a community we are currently in a far more dangerous situation than we were in the Spring.
Please show the good sense now that you and the Council did then. The long term welfare
and survival of this wonderful community depends on that, tough as it may be.
Sincerely,
Ann Adams
Whitefish, MT.
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Glo Caudillo
Friday, October 23, 2020 8:35 AM
Michelle Howke
Emergency Ordinance

I am in FAVOR of the emergency ordinance for Oct 30 and 31. We have a responsibility to limit our
community's risk of exposure and Covid increase. If this is not mandated, I fear too many people
will not take it seriously enough.

Let's not contribute to the spread.
Thank you,
Gloria Caudillo
Whitefish resident

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donna Emerson
Monday, October 26, 2020 8:56 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid

Dear City Council,
I would like to encourage you to impose restrictions for Halloween and also to reestablish some of the restrictions and
guidelines of phase 1.
Thank you for all that you do for our community.
Donna Emerson
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christine Lee French <c
Saturday, October 24, 2020 4:16 PM
Michelle Howke
Feedback oct 26 and nov 2

Hi. For oct 26 meeting, I’m in favor of strict restrictions. For nov meeting, in favor of phase 1 guidelines. Thanks for your
work.
-Christine French
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Glacier Cyclery
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:51 AM
Michelle Howke
Today's meeting

Hello. We, the co-owners of Glacier Cyclery & Nordic would like to voice our support for the proposed Halloween
restrictions. As we all know, through direct participation ourselves, the after 6 p.m. Halloween festivities/shenanigans
are predominantly fueled by alcohol. Full capacity seems as if it would lend itself to creating a ‘super-spreader’ event.
Heck, even 50% seems like it might aid in the spread of Covid. As a downtown Whitefish business that greatly
appreciated being deemed ‘essential’ and did not take that designation lightly, we realize that to lessen the spread
everybody has to adjust, adapt, and do their part. With the highest numbers of Covid being posted on a near daily basis,
and with hospital beds at full, or near full capacity, it seems as if the choice is clear. It has been proven to us throughout
this summer that many people have a difficult time self-policing. I would suspect that those same people, once liquored
up and celebrating, might throw self-policing out the window altogether. We greatly want to see our fellow Whitefish
businesses be able to stay open and stay in business. We know that this is going to take some sacrifice from everyone
involved. It is our opinion that being able to stay partially open, with limited capacity, is better than having to close
altogether. We would also like to commend Mayor Muhlfeld and the city council members on the work, thought, and
care that they have put into this issue. With the County health board opting to do nothing about this, we appreciate
your stepping up and taking action.
Michael Meador
Vanessa Gailey
Tyler Tourville
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gail Goodwin
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:51 AM
Michelle Howke
Mandatory Mask Mandate in City of Whitefish

To Whitefish City Council,
My name is Gail Goodwin and I'm the owner of Snow Bear Chalets, the treehouses on Chair 3 at Whitefish Mountain
Resort. I'm writing to you today to ask for your support with stronger mask mandates to help prevent the spread of
COVID in our town.
COVID-19 is a very real threat to our community and to our businesses. My belief is that the only way to get ahead of
this and prevent further exponential spread is to enact strong, enforceable policies in Whitefish now, since the country
is making bad decisions that are directly affecting all of us.
We are greatly disappointed in the Flathead County Commissioners and their neglect at protecting our community. Their
decision will cause businesses to fail and more Montanans to die.

As the City Council of the Whitefish, you are literally our last defence in this situation. I'm strongly asking you to make
firm, enforceable mandates immediately to protect our businesses and our lives. Specifically, please restrict Halloween
activities in downtown Whitefish to ensure proper physical distancing, early closing hours and enforce this to prevent a
super spreader event locally.
Since the damaging article in the LA Times, we've already received calls and cancellations from upcoming guests. The
negligence of the Flathead County Commissioners is harming our businesses, and something must be done about this
immediately.
We'd like to see Halloween restrictions that include:
50% max capacity in all restaurants and bars
Strongly encourage takeout instead of in-person dining
Mandatory closing by 10pm
Also, let's reach out to our businesses and make masks mandatory for ALL employees so that they set an example for
patrons. If employees are not healthy enough to wear a mask, they shouldn't be at work in the first place. Plastic shields
might prevent my germs from getting to them, but it won't prevent their germs from getting to me. Masks must be worn
by everyone and must cover their nose and their mouth at all times. In other words, if you intend to exhale in a public
space, you are required to wear a mask.
Thank you for your immediate attention to this imminent threat to our community, our loved ones and our businesses.
No one wants a mandated shut down again, so please have the courage to stand up and do the right thing now, so that
isn't necessary again later. The world is watching our actions. If the County won't protect us, you must.
Thank you in advance for your wise decision.
Best regards,
Gail
Gail Lynne Goodwin, CPM®
Montana Bear Properties
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Suzanne Hildner
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:15 AM
Michelle Howke
Oct 26th Meeting

Dear Mayor, Councilors and City Manager:
I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of the emergency ordinance proposed for the Halloween weekend in the City of
Whitefish. Locally, nationally and globally cases of Coronavirus are rising at an alarming rate. Voluntary adherence to
social distancing is clearly not curbing the pandemic. Our hospitals are at or overcapacity. The Flathead County Health
Board has ignored its responsibilities in acting to protect the residents of the Flathead Valley. As a frontline medical
worker I am pleading with you to act as you did early in the pandemic and lead the state in enforcing restrictions that
will help curb the local spread of the virus.
Your job governing and caring for our city is never easy; presently it is overwhelmingly difficult. Thank you for your
service and your willingness to step up and lead.
Gratefully,
Suzanne Daniell Hildner, M.D., F.A.C.P.
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jhopp Hopp
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:51 PM
Michelle Howke
Halloween

As Halloween approaches and our Covid cases are increasing, I agree with emergency ordinances to put limits on large
gatherings and reducing business hours during the Halloween weekend.
Thank you
Jessica Hoppes
Whitefish Resident
Sent from my iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Emily Jensen
Sunday, October 25, 2020 7:51 AM
Michelle Howke
Concern about public Halloween Events

Hello,
I have a concern that I would like to have addressed at the upcoming city Council meeting. I am a parent here in
Whitefish, and I have been closely following the COVID policies and procedures relating to school closures, but public
events are still being allowed to happen. I am dumbfounded and puzzled as to why Halloween is still being allowed to
happen when school can’t even happen due to our current conditions. We need to be shutting everything down and
putting mandatory orders to stay home in place until we get this virus under control. i’ve been following the statistics
since March and the numbers are doing nothing but climbing and the only way we are going to change that and bring
those numbers back down is to stay home.
Emily R Jensen

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mariah Joos
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:37 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid Commens

Dear Mayor Muhlfeld and Honorable Councilors,

I support the directives Council is considering tonight to prevent a superspreader event in Whitefish by
imposing reasonable restrictions on Halloween activities. I support safe and careful halloween activities.

Furthermore, I support Council's reinforcing the importance for residents, businesses and visitors to follow
state directives by wearing a mask, distancing, decreasing business capacity when necessary, quarantining
when required to avoid exposing others, and changing the way we work, socialize, play and eat until progress
is made in containing the virus.

Thank you for your continued leadership.

Mariah Joos

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jesse Kuntz
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:30 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid restrictions

City council,
I fully support all restrictions suggested by city council for Halloween and beyond to combat the dramatic surge of Covid
cases in our community.
Thank you,
Jesse Kuntz
Sent from my iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hailey Love
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:56 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid Restriction comments for City Council meeting on 10/26 & 11/2

Dear Whitefish City Council Thank you for asking for public input on our current Covid situation.
We feel that the town of Whitefish needs to take a very serious, responsible stance under the circumstances. Our
businesses made above normal income this summer and fall; however, we sacrificed our safety and our ability to
function normally within our town (ie school systems) for the tourists. We would like to see us go back to when we
were safe by:
- Limiting all bars and restaurants to take out only. This should be in place for Halloween too. The party does not need
to go on right now.
- Restrict gatherings to 10 or less people.
- Impose fines for businesses who are not complying with the mask mandate.
Moving into winter, and another tourist season, if we keep bars and restaurants to take out only through the winter, it
would likely greatly reduce our issues throughout the winter and spring. If we don’t take a serious stance now our
tourists may quit coming anyway, possibly even next summer, because our Covid levels will be so high that they won’t
want to come. This will have a much tougher impact on the long-term economy.
We need to get back to our core people and save our community. Putting restrictions in place now will give us a chance
to recover. If we don’t act now we may be in a much worse way by Thanksgiving, Christmas and even as far out as next
summer.
We have recently been in International newspapers in a bad light. Let’s stand up as a community and change this so we
can be known as people who work together.
Thank you,
Mary Pat Love & Hailey Love

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Markuson
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:18 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID Restrictions

Please enforce restrictions regarding COVID. Halloween festivities are not essential! Reinstate Phase 1.
Please enforce the protocol to help us all maintain our health.
Sincerely,
Patricia Markuson
Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dana Smith
Monday, October 26, 2020 12:55 PM
Michelle Howke
FW: Whitefish COVID Response

Public Comment for your records.
Dana Smith, CPA
City Manager
City of Whitefish
418 E. 2nd Street
P.O. Box 158
Whitefish, MT 59937
Ph: 406-863-2406
Fax: 406-863-2419

-----Original Message----From: David Martin
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2020 12:54 PM
To: John Muhlfeld <jmuhlfeld@cityofwhitefish.org>; Dana Smith <dsmith@cityofwhitefish.org>; Rebecca Norton
<rnorton@cityofwhitefish.org>; Andy Feury <afeury@cityofwhitefish.org>;
; Ryan
Hennen <rhennen@cityofwhitefish.org>; Steve Qunell <squnell@cityofwhitefish.org>; Frank Sweeney
<fsweeney@cityofwhitefish.org>
Subject: Whitefish COVID Response
Wintry Greetings,
My parents lived through the depression. I was schooled on what true hardship is. I’ll condense my thoughts:
I would love it if we could isolate the two camps. All the “anti-maskers” would populate the bars, until that population
got herd immunity, and maybe 5% died, and another 5% had one of many chronic debilitating illnesses. I’ll join those
going for a hike instead of to a bar.
Unfortunately, there’s an overlap between the populations at “essential" places: supermarkets, hardware stores, and,
yes, the hospitals. So:
If you get caught on camera without a mask in a publicly accessed “essential place” (saw a couple in the supermarket
just yesterday), spend an immediate mandatory 3 days in prison. As the prisons fill, the hospitals will empty.
A little simplistic, but guess that makes my position clear.
Also, a tougher question: it’s hard for me to see how attended schools can contain the spread. Hope the preparations
are in place for an immediate reversal when the first “bloom” takes place.
My take; and many thanks to you all for your efforts on behalf of the community.
1

Sincerely,
David Martin

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

David Marx
Monday, October 26, 2020 12:05 PM
Michelle Howke
Supporting The Emergency Halloween Restrictions

Dear Whitefish City Council,
I am writing today to urge you to enact the strongest restrictions possible on businesses and gatherings this Halloween.
Having lived here for twenty years, I know that it is one of the communities most popular, and most fun, holidays. But
this is not the right time for mass gatherings at our popular bars and restaurants.
I fully recognize that any action on your part will diminish much needed revenue for our bars and restaurants. I feel for
our downtown merchants but the public health risk, and the risk to their employees, is too great. Just this morning, the
Flathead Beacon reports that Kalispell Regional Hospital is struggling to handle the number of patients that they already
have and to maintain appropriate staffing. See https://flatheadbeacon.com/2020/10/26/kalispell-regional-healthcaregrappling-high-patient-volumes-strained-staff/
I know that restricting Halloween festivities will be unpopular but it is the right thing to do.
Thank you for seeking citizen input on this critical matter.
David Marx
Apt A2
Whitefish, MT 59937

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jerry Meislik
Monday, October 26, 2020 6:21 AM
Michelle Howke
Virus restrictions

Dear Whitefish City Council:
We have been very disappointed in the current response to the Corona virus. The numbers are spiraling out
of control and it seems like no one is willing to wear masks or take any action . We are both part of the
vulnerable population and because of other individuals and local businesses' non-action we are basically
restricted to home.
At the current time many of the businesses do not care because tourism has kept their stores busy. However,
when (and if) the tourists leave they will feel the impact of the local lack of support.
We applaud the Whitefish City Council in all their actions to restrict gatherings for Halloween and reimpose
some phase 1 restrictions. We support anything City Council can do to help with controlling the spread of the
virus.
Good luck at the meeting tonight.
Jerry & Rhona Meislik

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christopher Miller
Monday, October 26, 2020 8:43 AM
Michelle Howke
Public comment RE: Halloween

Dear Council Members,
While the science seems to change daily, the numbers continue to tell a consistent and improving story. Young and
healthy are at nearly zero risk from covid-19 while the elderly and those with comoribidities are at a slightly higher risk.
Limiting bars and restaurants during a holiday weekend does very little to protect those in the higher risk category.
Each citizen, each business, each religious organization needs to weigh the risks and make their own decisions. The city
council can offer guidance, if they choose. However, what hubris is it for the council to conclude they are better suited
to interpret the data/science than the citizenry? Guidance is appreciated, overreaching action is not.
Chris Miller
Whitefish, MT
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual(s) addressed in the message. If
you aren't the named addressee, you should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail.
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marilyn Nelson
Monday, October 26, 2020 1:09 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid Crisis

Dear Mayor Muhlfeld and Honorable Councilors,
I support the directives Council is considering tonight to prevent a superspreader event in Whitefish by
imposing reasonable restrictions on Halloween activities. I support safe and careful halloween activities.
I support Council's reinforcing the importance for residents, businesses and visitors to follow state directives by
wearing a mask, distancing, decreasing business capacity when necessary, quarantining when required to
avoid exposing others, and changing the way we work, socialize, play and eat until progress is made in
containing the virus.
Thank you for your continued leadership.
Marilyn R Nelson, Retired Owner
Nelson Hardware, Inc.
Glacier Country Enterprises, LLC (dba Nelson's Ace Hardware)
Nelson Real Estate Holdings, LLC
Whitefish, MT 59937

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Friday, October 23, 2020 1:35 PM
Michelle Howke
Halloween Ordinance

Greetings:
I have two suggestions for the Halloween Ordinance.
1. Increase the fine to $2,000. Because you may have a bar that chooses to pay $300 & $500. and
operate @ 100%. The other option is if the establishment is fined, they will be closed for 12 hours.
$300 is nothing to an establishment that makes $10K on Halloween.
2. With limited occupancy, realize there will be hundreds of people standing outside on Central Ave. I
would suggest closing down one block of Central Ave. for safety reasons, like we do for the
Christmas stroll. How do you control 3,000 intoxicated people standing in the streets? Please
remember the portable bathrooms!
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dana Smith
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 2:10 PM
Michelle Howke
FW: Upcoming meetings

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Dana Smith, CPA
City Manager
City of Whitefish
418 E. 2nd Street
P.O. Box 158
Whitefish, MT 59937
Ph: 406-863-2406
Fax: 406-863-2419

From: Jayson Peters
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 1:49 PM
To: John Muhlfeld <jmuhlfeld@cityofwhitefish.org>; Dana Smith <dsmith@cityofwhitefish.org>
Subject: Upcoming meetings
Mayor & City Manager,
I urge you to reconsider any notion of restricting restaurants & bars in Whitefish to 25% with a closing time of 8pm. I
understand that is a possible consideration for your Nov 2 nd meeting.
I was disappointed in the Flathead County Health Board in their decision last week to “do nothing” in the face of rising
cases in the Flathead, but I was also appreciative that they didn’t pass a 25% occupancy rule.
At Casey’s we voluntarily chose to go back to Phase 1 occupancy of 50% and have decided to shorten our weekend
hours to help bring the cases back to a sustainable level. Since we have the 2 nd floor space, we are spreading out our
dining & bar service and using both floors.
I’m sure you are feeling the pressure to do something, but I urge you to take a cautious approach when restricting
business operations beyond what would work to keep them open & operational. The 25% occupancy was never in the
state plan for phased operations for bars & restaurants. I am not sure how many businesses can survive at 25%.
I think we will see that the natural business slow down for this time of year, combined with most bars/restaurants
closing for their normal November shutdown of 1-2 weeks will soon help curb the peak of cases we are now
experiencing. Casey’s will be closed Nov 22-29 for deep cleaning & holiday with family.
1

I would encourage the city to reinvigorate the message of “stay safe, stay connected”. Let’s act together to flatten the
curve again and avoid drastic business restrictions. Let’s focus on the most vulnerable and keep them safe & protected.
Call if you would like to discuss in person. Thanks for your consideration.
Jayson Peters
Casey’s Whitefish
General Manager
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Douglas Rhodes
Sunday, October 25, 2020 2:53 PM
Michelle Howke
Public Comment on Coronavirus restrictions

Dear Council and Staff and Whitefish Community,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Coronavirus restrictions for Halloween and reestablishing guidelines
for future events and public gatherings. As you know,

many businesses such as restaurants, bars and public gathering events have been severely affected by the coronavirus

pandemic. The present restrictions; social distancing, masks, hand washing, limiting public events and gatherings, movie

theaters, etc, are in place yet the spread of the virus continues. We must also factor the effect that further restrictions
may cause on the economic, mental and social disruptions that may take years to heal.

Personal responsibility of the citizens will be critical to improving present conditions for our return to ‘normal; Our diet,
vitamins C, D, A, exercise, fresh air, etc. can help build our immune resistance to the virus and help us fight off the
disease. While anyone can catch this disease, human

interaction is also critical to our lives. Stress is known to weaken the immune response of our body to

disease. Uemployment, children at home when the parents must work and limited human interaction is stressful and impacts
society adversely, as well.

Many of us are more susceptible to the coronavirus; elderly, those with weakened immune systems, etc. and extra caution
must be exercised with those in retirement homes, hospitals, homes, prisons, care facilities, etc. and this has been already
implemented and is standard operating procedure.

I am not sure further restrictions on gatherings will improve our lives when We look at all the repercussions of our actions.
Thank You all for your service to the Community!
Doug Rhodes
Whitefish, Mt.

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Great Northern Bar & Grill
27 Central Ave.
Whitefish, MT 59937

October 22, 2020
City of Whitefish
418 E. 2nd St.
Whitefish, MT 59937

Dear City of Whitefish City Council,
We are writing this letter to address our concerns with COVID-19 and the future. We are aware
of your meeting on Monday and would like you to hear our opinion on what is going on in our
community and our valley. We are concerned with Halloween and the possibility of it being a
‘super spreader’ of COVID-19. We have heard of businesses plans to have larger parties and
even live music for the night. We have opted out of the costume contest and decided it was in
the best interest of our community to not have any music that night. One of our concerns is
when a large group of people go from establishment to establishment. We are well aware that
some establishments in town do not comply with the mask mandate. We feel very
uncomfortable with other businesses encouraging a large gathering and having participants go
from place to place. We do not have the answer but would support an early closure on
Halloween.
Going forward, we would support and encourage enforcement of the mandates before adding
more restrictions to everyone. On October 21, Missoula County had 625 active cases and
Flathead County had 1,308 active cases. Missoula County at that time had shut down three
bars to our knowledge for failing to comply.They responded to complaints and gave the
establishments three chances before they shut them down. We would encourage and
appreciate this approach. We have tried from the beginning to comply and doing everything
right. We require all staff to wear masks, we have masks available for customers, require
customers to order behind plexiglass, no standing around, limited seating at the bar, no live
music inside to discourage dancing and everyone must wear masks unless seated at their table
to eat and drink.
All of our decisions and compliance measures have come at a cost. We support and have
followed the mandates from the beginning. We have lost customers to other places that have
not. Luckily, our staff have had our backs and stayed with us. Unfortunately, they have suffered
for it. We all have. It’s devastating to look back at our year. Our main events were live music.
We were forced to shut that down. We did what we could with our deck but that is over now. We
are scared for what is next. Our plea to you, the Mayor and the Governor is to not look at it as a

whole. Please don’t shut down all bars and restaurants. Not everyone is disobeying the rules.
Some of us are just trying to survive all while complying and doing what’s needed to prevent the
spread of COVID-19. We have suffered a tremendous financial loss this year. We don’t want to
be shut down again. We understand the situation with COVID-19 is getting worse but please
see there are people that are hurting the situation and people that are doing their best to
prevent the spread and comply all while trying to keep with business alive.
We have heard of possible changes including limiting capacity back down to 50%, not allowing
seating at the bar and closing earlier. Even if our capacity was reduced to 50%, we wouldn’t be
able to add any more people than we are now due to spacing restrictions. We recently added
plexiglass around half of the bar to allow extra seating. We had a health inspection on Monday,
October 19. Not only did the health inspector not find a single infraction in our establishment, he
applauded us for how we have done and for our setup, including the seating at the bar. We feel
to take away that seating would hurt us. We have taken the steps to protect our staff and
community. Would it be possible to add notation that if there is adequate plexiglass protection
then bar seating would be allowed?
We understand the want to close establishments early on Halloween. It makes sense to limit the
amount of time downtown with the large amount of people expected. Limiting the open hours
beyond that would hurt our business. We get a late night crowd that helps to make ends meet.
We know it would be easier to make a mandate or regulation across the board but please
consider the businesses that are trying their hardest to keep everyone safe and keep their doors
open. Please consider Missoula County’s approach.
We understand you have a heavy plate and don’t envy any decision you have to make. We
want you to know our opinion and what we have experienced. We support your decisions.
Thank you for taking the time to read our letters and doing everything you can to make the
community safe.
Sincerely,

Great Northern Bar & Grill
Doug Rommereim
Kathy McGrath
Scott Larkin
Katie Rommereim

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sanders, Jeff
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:03 PM
Michelle Howke
Co-Vid Restrictions

Dear Whitefish City Council,
I hope this letter gets to you in time to be recorded in tonight’s meeting. My wife and I strongly recommend
that you consider limiting seating and attendance at Halloween gatherings in restaurants and bars and
anywhere else. There is a pandemic going on and we all know that Montana and Flathead County are
experiencing extraordinary numbers of contagion and positivity. It seems to make common sense and good
public health to follow the national health experts in how to finally get control of this virus and b y having large
public gatherings is not the answer. We all want a healthy economy and first we need healthy people. So as
taxpaying Whitefish residents we respectfully request to be put on the list of people who want to see –
temporarily – restrictions on public gatherings.
Respectfully,
Jeffrey and Melinda Sanders
Whitefish.MT 59937

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bill Sawtelle
Sunday, October 25, 2020 12:04 PM
Michelle Howke
October 26, 2020 meeting

To whom it my concern,
Thank you for voicing your concerns in keeping our community safe during this challenging time. I do feel that we need
to input restrictions for the Halloween weekend. Using the guidelines in the State of Montana’s Phase 1 is a great idea. I
do also feel that wearing a mask inside should be incorporated with extending to wear it outside on the sidewalks
downtown while walking around.
Thank you for your time and dedication.
Sent from my iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

MerryLynn Southers
Monday, October 26, 2020 1:55 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID-19 Community Update: City of Whitefish Calls for Public Comment

Michelle,
We too are very disappointed with the non-action of the City-County Health Board! And we are
very concerned about our overall and long-term community health. As senior citizens who love this
beautiful community, we are looking forward to spending much more time enjoying life here. We are
not ready to die of Covid because of those who cannot follow some basic precautions. We are extremely
grateful to the City of Whitefish for making an effort to help slow-down this deadly virus by following
the guidelines of the national health experts.
In terms of the Halloween weekend restrictions for tonight’s meeting, we all know that not only is it a
night for kids to Trick or Treat – it is also a night for adults to bar hop/crawl. It looks like there are several
options in place for kids to safely participate. But in terms of the adults, we would like to see all of the
bars, restaurants, distilleries and casinos closed! We realize that is not likely but please do what you can
close them down as early as possible.
In terms of the November 2nd meeting to consider re-establishing some of the Phase 1 guidelines, we
would be very happy if the City decided to return to ALL of the Phase 1 guidelines. But we realize this be
would hard to get an agreement on. SO, please do the best you can – especially as you outlined in the
three examples below. Again, we would also like to see the bars, restaurants, distilleries & casinos closed
as early as possible.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment.
Merry Lynn Southers
Michael W. Bennett
Whitefish, MT 59937
From: Explore Whitefish
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2020 11:18 AM
To: merrylynn@centurytel.net
Subject: COVID-19 Community Update: City of Whitefish Calls for Public Comment

To help protect y our priv acy , Microsoft O ffice prev ented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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City of Whitefish Calls for Public Participation in Upcoming Meetings on
October 26 & November 2
Dear Community Stakeholders, Businesses, and Citizens:
With Covid-19 cases spiking, we are very concerned about community health, as
well as keeping our schools and businesses open and safe. We ask for your
participation and help.
The City Council and I are non-partisan volunteer elected officials and are
committed to governing our small town with transparency and public input.
During these challenging times, public input is paramount in our decision making
process when considering public safety measures for the benefit of all of our
citizens.
We are disappointed our City-County Health Board recently voted against
additional community health measures while dozens of citizens are getting sick
and spreading the virus daily.
So we are counting on our community to do what we always do: unite and step
up our game when times are tough. Thank you to those following state directives
by wearing a mask, distancing, decreasing your business capacity, quarantining
when necessary to avoid exposing others, and changing the way you work,
socialize, play and eat.
We know this is a lot to ask, but appreciate your consideration of the following:

2



Providing public input for the October 26, 2020 Emergency City Council
Meeting to determine Halloween weekend restriction options in order to
avoid a super spreader event.



Providing public comment for the November 2, 2020 City Council Meeting
public hearing on Covid-19 community measures including consideration of
re-establishing some of the guidelines in the State of Montana's Phase 1
Directive.

Example: Bars/Restaurants/Distillery/Casino


50% capacity



Encouraging takeout



Proposed closing by 11:30pm

Example: Social Gatherings/Meeting/Events


Avoid gathering in groups of more than 10 with proper social distancing.

Example: Employers


Encourage telework



Close common areas



Accommodate alternate work schedules and make special
accommodations for members of a vulnerable population or those with
vulnerable household members.

The City Council especially wants to hear from business owners if they support
these directives or have other ideas to share. For both meetings, comments can
be sent via email to mhowke@cityofwhitefish.org by 4:00pm each Monday, or you
can sign up to participate in the virtual meetings by following the instructions on
the meeting agenda (here, check frequently for the agenda to go live) and
provide live public comment.
Voluntary vigilant measures are needed right now! A press release from the
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Flathead City-County Health Department urged county residents to limit close,
non-household contacts to no more than six individuals per week and
recommended people interact with those non-household contacts for 15 minutes
or fewer, whenever possible.


In addition, health officials encouraged residents to utilize take-out,
delivery and other contact-free services at businesses and said residents
should, in general, focus on minimizing how frequently individuals leave
their homes, the number of locations they travel to and the amount of
time spent at those locations.



Please plan Covid careful halloween activities.
o

Whitefish Parks and Recreation is sponsoring a Virtual Costume
Contest.

o

Whitefish Community Library is hosting a Pumpkin Carving Event.

o

Check out lots of fun ideas by the CDC.

While we are striving to keep our community healthy and safe, we also
empathize and support the business owners, frontline workers, medical staff,
first responders, and citizens who have faced many struggles and compromises
thus far. We thank you for all the sacrifices you and your family have made
during this global pandemic. We are sorry for your losses. While we don't have a
crystal ball or all the answers, we know citizen feedback and support can guide
us to the best decisions for the entire community and keep our most vulnerable
citizens safe. We look forward to hearing from you.
Please remember Clean, Careful and Connected, we can do this Whitefish!
Sincerely,

John M. Muhlfeld
City of Whitefish Mayor
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Deanne Sramek
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:49 AM
Michelle Howke
comment for emergency meeting re:possible Halloween restriction options

As a school nurse in Whitefish, I have seen a rapid and drastic increase in the number of positive student and staff
COVID-19 cases over the past few weeks. Not only are the cases in our district increasing, but they are drastically
increasing in our community. Currently our valley has a positivity rate of greater than 10%, which according to CDC
recommendations for schools, places our schools at the highest risk level for transmission of COVID-19. The virus is
widespread throughout our community. Our students are already suffering by not being able to attend school full time
in person. We are concerned about our students academically, and also about their mental health. Until the number of
COVID-19 cases and the risk of transmission declines significantly, each and every community member must follow
evidence based restrictions to stop the spread. Unfortunately, many community members have become laxed or simply
refuse to follow the recommendations and restrictions. I truly believe that if we all social distance, wear a mask, stay
home when we are sick, and not congregate, we can stop the spread! I believe it is in the best interest of our staff and
students, and our community, that the City of Whitefish's City Council places capacity restrictions on restaurants and
bars and limits the size of gatherings for October 30 and October 31.
Deanne
Deanne Sramek DNP, APRN
School Nurse
Whitefish School District
Whitefish, MT 59937

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kitty
Sunday, October 25, 2020 3:56 PM
Michelle Howke
Emergency pandemic ordinance

To the Whitefish City Council:
We wholeheartedly support the passage of the emergency ordinance under consideration at the Council meeting on
October 26 limiting gatherings and bar/restaurant activity in the City for the Halloween weekend. In fact, we would
support the passage of such an ordinance for the foreseeable future, until the number of COVID-19 cases in Flathead
County can be brought under control. As part of a more vulnerable group of people, we believe that it is the rights of
everyone else in our society that are being infringed by the refusal of some to simply wear a mask and social distance,
and it seems clear that only mandates will work to protect our community.
Thank you for your consideration of our viewpoint and your leadership during this difficult time.
Kitty Curtis and Stu Stadler
Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Allison Standiford
>
Friday, October 23, 2020 12:32 PM
Michelle Howke
Proposed Halloween COVID Restrictions + Weddings

Hello,
I am writing with concern about the proposed COVID restrictions for the Halloween weekend.
I am the Wedding and Special Events Coordinator at The Lodge at Whitefish Lake and I have a wedding group of 36
guests scheduled for Saturday, October 31st. This Bride has been incredibly compliant with the Phase Two COVID
restrictions and health department guidelines and the proposed restrictions on social gatherings would cause her to
have to cancel her wedding and forfeit all nonrefundable vendor payments within the week of her wedding. If we can
guarantee compliance with social distancing and COVID precautions would she be allowed to proceed with her wedding
as scheduled?
I will virtually attend the Council meeting this Monday and hope for guidance on how groups of this sort would be
impacted by your decision. Thank you in advance for all that you are doing to keep our citizens and travelers safe!
Best,
Allison Standiford | Wedding and Special Events Manager
Averill Hospitality
, Whitefish, MT 59937
lodgeatwhitefishlake.com | firebrandhotel.com
Please note that my office hours fluctuate based on our variable event schedule. It is best to schedule phone
calls and in-person meetings whenever possible. Thank you!

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Produce TSM
Monday, October 26, 2020 1:39 PM
Michelle Howke; Kimberly Krost
Haloween

Boulder, Colorado. in the past has offered a Halloween event on their pedestrian mall down town..
Why couldn't our town hold a similar event like our winter carnival (outside, streets blocked off), complete with booths
(the bars?) a costume contest and entertainment paid for by the city/chamber. From 4-6 bould be the kids parade, and
from 7-11:30 the adult's turn.
Sure, it's a challenge in terms of timing with Halloween so close, but it could be done. The bars still need to
limit capacity.
Respectfully submitted
The staff at Third Street market
--

Third Street Market
Produce Department
Whitefish, MT 59937

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joan Vetter Ehrenberg <jve2000@gmail.com>
Monday, October 26, 2020 1:04 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid Restrictions Support

Greetings Honorable Mayor and City Councilors,
I fully support additional Covid-19 restrictions in Whitefish over Halloween and beyond.
I also support encouraging Flathead County to acknowledge and promote mask wearing and social
distancing and Best Covid Practices.
We must continue to lead and educate those that refuse to accept that while 1% of those afflicted may
die (and one death is too many) it is a horrible disease with lasting damaging side effects.
Please promote mask wearing as much as possible - maybe some digital traffic signs repurposed?
Thank you for your service to our community,
Joan

Joan Vetter Ehrenberg
Whitefish, Montana 59937

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Mark Voelker
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:46 AM
Michelle Howke
Opinion for City Counsil re Covid 19
DailyInterLake_20200817_A03_1 Opinion Letters.pdf

Honorable Mayor and City of Whitefish Council l members,
We find it honorable and refreshing that the city officials are considering more restrictive preventative measures in
order to keep the City of Whitefish from adding to the problems associated with the pandemic. Being part of the
solution and not part of the problem.
We all know that the downtown Whitefish Halloween festivities have been famous for at least the 40 years we have
lived here and will continue to be such, and given the present circumstances with regard to the pandemic and the fact
that they will fall on a Saturday this year adds up to a bad situation coming together - the perfect storm or super
spreader event, so to speak.
We are in favor of anything that will restrict the spread of the virus and would work to prevent the over-burdening of
our medical facilities. We also feel that businesses that are so financially fragile that they can not weather a simple
storm of a few months or even a year of lower revenues, did not have a great business plan in place to start with and in
fact could not weather a loss if it was due to something other than a national emergency, such as an economic
downturn etc.
We are highly disappointed in the county commission and their recent actions disregarding their constituents well being
during a health crisis. We really didn't expect any less from them.
We will attach a Daily Interlake opinion written by Mark in the August 17th edition that still rings true as our opinion
today about wearing masks in public.
Thank you Mr. Mayor and Council members.
Mark Voelker and Kathy Grant
Whitefish Montana 59937
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Karen Whitby
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:16 AM
Michelle Howke
Bill Whitby; Craig Clark
Covid response feedback request for 10/26 meeting

Dear Mayor & Council Members,
Thank you for your time, diligence and thoughtful consideration of how to respond to the recent surge. We so
appreciate all of your efforts.
Suggestions:
Lean on the data : where are the problem areas specifically that are generating the increased numbers ?
If it’s religious and political gatherings and bars as problem gatherings then these areas need to be called out.
Since this is a mandate which cannot be law enforced, perhaps we can publish the violators? Rule breakers keep us
wearing masks
and contribute to the danger & challenge of employees unable to work. No workers = no service for
the public
For example, Army Navy has 0 employees with masks on , as do many of their patrons.
Super 1 has many customers without masks on any given day....again we cannot enforce thus publishing the violators
will give the public opportunity to patronize who is complying and an opportunity to boycott the non-compliants.
We support your consideration of disallowing Halloween party gatherings downtown & the 50% capacity limit.
The 10 pm bar closure will help but the general nature of bar behavior is so difficult to control that spreading is
inevitable.
Halloween trick or treating door to door should be disallowed. Most homeowners on the “ avenues” will not be
distributing candy this year anyway ( according to our neighbors) to minimize spreading to homeowners and trick or
treaters. It’s just not a normal year to continue as normal.
Thank you for your attention!
Karen & Bill Whitby
Whitefish, MT 59937

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chris Zignego
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:23 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid response

Good morning
Just read the article in the Interlake requesting comment. Here goes.
I applaud the City’s recognition that there is a need for an emergency ordinance covering Halloween. I love Halloween
in Whitefish and rarely miss an opportunity to participate in this annual fun fest downtown. However this year is NOT
the year to carry on this tradition. I had hoped that the bars might take it upon themselves to tone things down but the
City is correct in needing to take this matter in hand. To pack the bars is simply asking for trouble.
Additionally we need to limit gatherings going forward also, I think a return to some Phase One precautions are in order.
Thanks
Chris Zignego
Healthcare worker
Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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The Crisis
by Thomas Paine
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December 23, 1776
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THESE are the times that try men's souls . The summer soldier
and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis , shrink from the
service of their country ; but he that stands by it now, deserves
the love and thanks of man and woman . Tyranny, like hell, is
not easily conquered ; yet we have thi s consolation with us, that
the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph . What we
obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that
gives every thing its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper
price upon its goods; and it would be strange indeed if so
celestial an article as FRE EDOM should not be highly rated .
Britain, with an army to enforce her tyranny , has declared that
she has a right (not only to TAX) but "to BIND us in ALL CAS ES

Download
this to
PDF
freetemplat2f1nder.corn

Download th is to
PDF
To View PDF,
Download Here

WHATSOEVER" and if being bound in that manner, is not
slavery , then is th ere not such a thing as slavery upon earth .
Even the expression is impious; for so unlimited a power can
belong only to God .
Whether the independence of the continent was declared too

OPEN

soon , or delayed too long, I will not now enter into as an
argument; my own simple opinion is, that had it been eight
month s earlier, it would have been much better. We did not
make a proper use of last winter, neither could we , while we
were in a dependent state. However, the fault, if it were one,
was all our own [NOTE]; we have none to blame but ourselves.
But no great deal is lost yet. All th at Howe has been doing for
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this month past, is rather a ravage than a conquest, which the
spirit of the Jerseys, a year ago, would have quickly repulsed ,
and which time and a little resolution will soon recover.
I have as little superstition in me as any man living, but my
secret opinion has ever been, and still is, that God Almighty will
not give up a people to military destruction, or leave them
unsupportedly to perish , who have so earnestly and so
repeatedly sought to avoid the calamities of war, by every
decent method which wisdom could invent. Neither have I so
much of the infidel in me, as to suppose that He has
relinquished the government of the world, and given us up to
the care of devils; and as I do not, I cannot see on what
grounds the king of Britain can look up to heaven for help
against us: a common murderer, a highwayman, or a housebreaker, has as good a pretence as he.
'Tis surprising to see how rapidly a panic will sometimes run
through a country. All nations and ages have been subject to
them. Britain has trembled like an ague at the report of a French
fleet of flat-bottomed boats; and in the fourteenth [fifteenth]
century the whole English army, after ravaging the kingdom of
France, was driven back like men petrified with fear; and this
brave exploit was performed by a few broken forces collected
and headed by a woman, Joan of Arc. Would that heaven might
inspire some Jersey maid to spirit up her countrymen, and save
her fair fellow sufferers from ravage and ravishment! Yet panics,
in some cases , have their uses; they produce as much good as
hurt. Their duration is always short; the mind soon grows
through them, and acquires a firmer habit than before. But their
peculiar advantage is, that they are the touchstones of sincerity
and hypocrisy, and bring things and men to light, which might
otherwise have lain forever undiscovered . In fact, they have the
same effect on secret traitors, which an imaginary apparition
would have upon a private murderer. They sift out the hidden
thoughts of man, and hold them up in public to the world. Many
a disguised Tory has lately shown his head , that shall
penitentially solemnize with curses the day on which Howe
arrived upon the Delaware.
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As I was with the troops at Fort Lee , and marched with them to
the edge of Pennsylvania , I am well acquainted with many
circumstances , which those who live at a distance know but
little or nothing of. Our situation there was exceedingly
cramped, the place being a narrow neck of land between the
North River and the Hackensack. Our force was inconsiderable,
being not one-fourth so great as Howe could bring against us.
We had no army at hand to have relieved the garrison , had we
shut ourselves up and stood on our defence. Our ammunition ,
light artillery , and the best part of our stores, had been
removed, on the apprehension that Howe would endeavor to
penetrate the Jerseys, in which case Fort Lee could be of no
use to us; for it must occur to every thinking man , whether in the
army or not, that these kind of field forts are only for temporary
purposes, and last in use no longer than the enemy directs his
force against the particular object which such forts are raised to
defend. Such was our situation and condition at Fort Lee on the
morning of the 20th of November, when an officer arrived with
information that the enemy with 200 boats had landed about
seven miles above; Major General [Nathaniel] Green, who
commanded the garrison, immediately ordered them under
arms , and sent express to General Washington at the town of
Hackensack, distant by the way of the ferry= six miles . Our first
object was to secure the bridge over the Hackensack, which
laid up the river between the enemy and us, about six miles
from us, and three from them . General Washington arrived in
about three-quarters of an hour, and marched at the head of the
troops towards the bridge, which place I expected we should
have a brush for; however, they did not choose to dispute it with
us, and the greatest part of our troops went over the bridge , the
rest over the ferry , except some which passed at a mill on a
small creek, between the bridge and the ferry, and made their
way through some marshy grounds up to the town of
Hackensack, and there passed the river. We brought off as
much baggage as the wagons could contain, the rest was lost.
The simple object was to bring off the garrison, and march them
on till they could be strengthened by the Jersey or Pennsylvania
militia, so as to be enabled to make a stand . We staid four days
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at Newark, collected our out-posts with some of the Jersey
militia, and marched out twice to meet the enemy, on being
informed that they were advancing, though our numbers were
greatly inferior to theirs . Howe, in my little opinion, committed a
great error in generalship in not throwing a body of forces off
from Staten Island through Amboy, by which means he might
have seized all our stores at Brunswick, and intercepted our
march into Pennsylvania; but if we believe the power of hell to
be limited, we must likewise believe that their agents are under
some providential control.
I shall not now attempt to give all the particulars of our retreat to
the Delaware; suffice it for the present to say, that both officers
and men, though greatly harassed and fatigued , frequently
without rest, covering, or provision, the inevitable consequences
of a long retreat, bore it with a manly and martial spirit. All their
wishes centred in one, which was, that the country would turn
out and help them to drive the enemy back. Voltaire has
remarked that King William never appeared to full advantage
but in difficulties and in action ; the same remark may be made
on General Washington , for the character fits him. There is a
natural firmness in some minds which cannot be unlocked by
trifles, but which, when unlocked , discovers a cabinet of
fortitude; and I reckon it among those kind of public blessings ,
which we do not immediately see, that God hath blessed him
with uninterrupted health, and given him a mind that can even
flourish upon care.
I shall conclude this paper with some miscellaneous remarks on
the state of our affairs; and shall begin with asking the following
question, Why is it that the enemy have left the New England
provinces, and made these middle ones the seat of war? The
answer is easy: New England is not infested with Tories , and
we are. I have been tender in raising the cry against these men ,
and used numberless arguments to show them their danger, but
it will not do to sacrifice a world either to their folly or their
baseness. The period is now arrived, in which either they or we
must change our sentiments , or one or both must fall. And what
is a Tory? Good God! What is he? I should not be afraid to go
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with a hundred Whigs against a thousand Tories, were they to
attempt to get into arms. Every Tory is a coward; for servile,
slavish, self-interested fear is the foundation of Toryism; and a
man under such influence, though he may be cruel, never can
be brave.
But, before the line of irrecoverable separation be drawn
between us, let us reason the matter together: Your conduct is
an invitation to the enemy, yet not one in a thousand of you has
heart enough to join him . Howe is as much deceived by you as
the American cause is injured by you . He expects you will all
take up arms, and flock to his standard, with muskets on your
shoulders. Your opinions are of no use to him, unless you
support him personally , for 'tis soldiers , and not Tories, that he
wants.
I once felt all that kind of anger, which a man ought to feel,
against the mean principles that are held by the Tories: a noted
one, who kept a tavern at Amboy, was standing at his door, with
as pretty a child in his hand , about eight or nine years old, as I
ever saw, and after speaking his mind as freely as he thought
was prudent, finished with this unfatherly expression, "Well! give
me peace in my day." Not a man lives on the continent but fully
believes that a separation must some time or other finally take
place, and a generous parent should have said, "If there must
be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may have peace;"
and this single reflection , well applied, is sufficient to awaken
every man to duty. Not a place upon earth might be so happy
as America. Her situation is remote from all the wrangling world ,
and she has nothing to do but to trade with them. A man can
distinguish himself between temper and principle, and I am as
confident, as I am that God governs the world , that America will
never be happy till she gets clear of foreign dominion. Wars,
without ceasing , will break out till that period arrives, and the
continent must in the end be conqueror; for though the flame of
liberty may sometimes cease to shine, the coal can never
expire.
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America did not, nor does not want force; but she wanted a
proper application of that force . Wisdom is not the purchase of a
day, and it is no wonder that we should err at the first setting off.
From an excess of tenderness , we were unwilling to raise an
army, and trusted our cause to the temporary defence of a wellmeaning militia. A summer's experience has now taught us
better; yet with those troops, while they were collected, we were
able to set bounds to the progress of the enemy, and , thank
God! they are again assembling. I always considered militia as
the best troops in the world for a sudden exertion, but they will
not do for a long campaign. Howe, it is probable, will make an
attempt on this city [Philadelphia]; should he fail on this side the
Delaware, he is ruined. If he succeeds, our cause is not ruined .
He stakes all on his side against a part on ours; admitting he
succeeds, the consequence will be, that armies from both ends
of the continent will march to assist their suffering friends in the
middle states; for he cannot go everywhere, it is impossible. I
consider Howe as the greatest enemy the Tories have; he is
bringing a war into their country, which, had it not been for him
and partly for themselves, they had been clear of. Should he
now be expelled, I wish with all the devotion of a Christian, that
the names of Whig and Tory may never more be mentioned ; but
should the Tories give him encouragement to come, or
assistance if he come , I as sincerely wish that our next year's
arms may expel them from the continent, and the Congress
appropriate their possessions to the relief of those who have
suffered in well-doing . A single successful battle next year will
settle the whole . America could carry on a two years' war by the
confiscation of the property of disaffected persons , and be
made happy by their expulsion. Say not that this is revenge, call
it rather the soft resentment of a suffering people , who, having
no object in view but the good of all , have staked their own all
upon a seemingly doubtful event. Yet it is folly to argue against
determined hardness; eloquence may strike the ear, and the
language of sorrow draw forth the tear of compassion, but
nothing can reach the heart that is steeled with prejudice .
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Quitting this class of men, I turn with the warm ardor of a friend
to those who have nobly stood, and are yet determined to stand
the matter out: I call not upon a few, but upon all : not on this
state or that state, but on every state: up and help us; lay your
shoulders to the wheel; better have too much force than too
little, when so great an object is at stake. Let it be told to the
future world, that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope
and virtue could survive, that the city and the country, alarmed
at one common danger, came forth to meet and to repulse it.
Say not that thousands are gone, turn out your tens of
thousands; throw not the burden of the day upon Providence ,
but "show your faith by your works ," that God may bless you. It
matters not where you live, or what rank of life you hold , the evil
or the blessing will reach you all. The far and the near, the
home counties and the back, the rich and the poor, will suffer or
rejoice alike . The heart that feels not now is dead ; the blood of
his children will curse his cowardice, who shrinks back at a time
when a little might have saved the whole, and made them
happy. I love the man that can smile in trouble, that can gather
strength from distress, and grow brave by reflection . 'Tis the
business of little minds to shrink; but he whose heart is firm , and
whose conscience approves his conduct, will pursue his
principles unto death . My own line of reasoning is to myself as
straight and clear as a ray of light. Not all the treasures of the
world , so far as I believe, could have induced me to support an
offensive war, for I think it murder; but if a thief breaks into my
house, burns and destroys my property, and kills or threatens to
kill me, or those that are in it, and to "bind me in all cases
whatsoever" to his absolute will, am I to suffer it? What signifies
it to me, whether he who does it is a king or a common man ; my
countryman or not my countryman; whether it be done by an
individual villain, or an army of them? If we reason to the root of
things we shall find no difference; neither can any just cause be
assigned why we should punish in the one case and pardon in
the other. Let them call me rebel and welcome, I feel no
concern from it; but I should suffer the misery of devils, were I to
make a whore of my soul by swearing allegiance to one whose
character is that of a sottish , stupid, stubborn , worthless , brutish
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man. I conceive likewise a horrid idea in receiving mercy from a
being, who at the last day shall be shrieking to the rocks and
mountains to cover him, and fleeing with terror from the orphan,
the widow, and the slain of America.
There are cases which cannot be overdone by language, and
this is one. There are persons , too, who see not the full extent
of the evil which threatens them; they solace themselves with
hopes that the enemy, if he succeed, will be merciful. It is the
madness of folly, to expect mercy from those who have refused
to do justice; and even mercy, where conquest is the object, is
only a trick of war; the cunning of the fox is as murderous as the
violence of the wolf, and we ought to guard equally against
both. Howe's first object is, partly by threats and partly by
promises, to terrify or seduce the people to deliver up their arms
and receive mercy. The ministry recommended the same plan
to Gage, and this is what the tories call making their peace, "a
peace which passeth all understanding" indeed! A peace which
would be the immediate forerunner of a worse ruin than any we
have yet thought of. Ye men of Pennsylvania, do reason upon
these things! Were the back counties to give up their arms, they
would fall an easy prey to the Indians, who are all armed : this
perhaps is what some Tories would not be sorry for. Were the
home counties to deliver up their arms, they would be exposed
to the resentment of the back counties who would then have it
in their power to chastise their defection at pleasure. And were
any one state to give up its arms, that state must be garrisoned
by all Howe's army of Britons and Hessians to preserve it from
the anger of the rest. Mutual fear is the principal link in the chain
of mutual love, and woe be to that state that breaks the
compact. Howe is mercifully inviting you to barbarous
destruction, and men must be either rogues or fools that will not
see it. I dwell not upon the vapors of imagination ; I bring reason
to you r ears , and, in language as plain as A, B, C, hold up truth
to your eyes.
I thank God, that I fear not. I see no real cause for fear. I know
our situation well , and can see the way out of it. While our army
was collected , Howe dared not risk a battle ; and it is no credit to

https://www. ushistory. org/paine/crisis/c-0 l .htm

10/26/2020

Page 9 of 10

Thomas Paine: American Crisis

him that he decamped from the White Plains, and waited a
mean opportunity to ravage the defenceless Jerseys; but it is
great credit to us, that, with a handful of men, we sustained an
orderly retreat for near an hundred miles, brought off our
ammunition, all our field pieces, the greatest part of our stores ,
and had four rivers to pass . None can say that our retreat was
precipitate, for we were near three weeks in performing it, that
the country might have time to come in . Twice we marched
back to meet the enemy, and remained out till dark. The sign of
fear was not seen in our camp, and had not some of the
cowardly and disaffected inhabitants spread false alarms
through the country, the Jerseys had never been ravaged . Once
more we are again collected and collecting; our new army at
both ends of the continent is recruiting fast, and we shall be
able to open the next campaign with sixty thousand men , well
armed and clothed . This is our situation, and who will may know
it. By perseverance and fortitude we have the prospect of a
glorious issue; by cowardice and submission , the sad choice of
a variety of evils - a ravaged country - a depopulated city habitations without safety, and slavery without hope - our
homes turned into barracks and bawdy-houses for Hessians,
and a future race to provide for, whose fathers we shall doubt
of. Look on this picture and weep over it! and if there yet
remains one thoughtless wretch who believes it not, let him
suffer it unlamented .
December 23, 1776

Footnotes :

The present winter is worth an age, if rightly employed ; but, if
lost or neglected , the whole continent will partake of the evil ;
and there is no punishment that man does not deserve, be he
who, or what, or where he will , that may be the means of
sacrificing a season so precious and useful.
Back to text
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carter, Vanessa
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:21 PM
Michelle Howke
Public Input for Emergency City Council Meeting on 10/26

To Whom It May Concern,
As a registered nurse at North Valley Hospital (NVH), I fully support Halloween weekend restrictions and re-establishing
some of the guidelines in the State of MT’s phase 1 directive. I have witnessed firsthand the surge in COVID cases at
NVH, as well as hearing about it from frontline workers at KRH (nurses who work in the ICU, COVID unit, and Emergency
Department).
I believe it’s going to get worse before it gets better if our community continues to live in denial about the reality of this
deadly virus. Healthcare workers are physically and mentally exhausted. Each week, different employees are having to
call in sick due to exposures to known COVID patient’s and/or symptoms of COVID, placing stress on the rest of
healthcare staff.
I am in strong support of mask mandates with fines for insubordination, limiting capacity of restaurants/bars/casinos,
encouraging take out, closing places early to encourage staying home, and perhaps all these measures would discourage
out of state people from visiting our valley as well..
We can’t keep going on the way we have been, as evidenced by our COVID positive case numbers climbing daily. I am
fearful for our community and my fellow healthcare workers.
Thank you for taking the time to read this.
Sincerely,
Vanessa Carter, RN

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic mail correspondence may contain confidential information. It is intended only
for the individual(s) to whom, or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and
confidential. Redisclosure of this information is prohibited under applicable law. You are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited. If you received this correspondence in error, please notify me by returning the message to me and deleting it
from your server. Thank you!
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chris
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:45 PM
Michelle Howke
Tonight's Emergency Ordinance

Hi Michelle,
I'd like to submit my thoughts on the Emergency Ordinance being discussed this evening by the City Council.
I am in full agreement that the city needs to take drastic measures to protect our citizens during this spike in new cases of
Covid-19 that are occurring here in the Flathead County and city of Whitefish. I agree with all of sections 1 - 11 as written
in the ordinance.
I hate that there is a necessity for such action but since our county health officials will not help us and the Governor will
not do what is necessary it is incumbent on local officials to step in and do the right thing, if not I fear this virus will
sicken and kill more of my friends and neighbors. I suspect we will need to extend the Ordinance indefinitely until the
levels of new infections begin to subside considerably.
Though it will undoubtedly do no good I would urge the council to address a letter to our county health officials stating
their dissatisfaction with how this pandemic has been handled at the county level, it is nothing less than shameful.
I commend the council for stepping up to protect the citizens of Whitefish.
With respect and thanks,
Chris Crumal
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Gilfillan
Monday, October 26, 2020 4:13 PM
Michelle Howke
Halloween.!!

MAKE THEM ALL GO OUT IN THE STREET.!? PROVIDE WARMING FIRE PITS AT EACH INTERSECTION AND/OR ALSO IN THE
MIDDLE OF THE BLOCKS.! Open containers allowed ONLY on Central Ave.! And don't forget LOTS of Garbage bins.!!

GREAT IDEA.! THANKS TOM
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Isabel Graham
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:59 PM
Michelle Howke
comment for Halloween weekend restrictions

Hello City Council members,
Thank you for gathering this evening to discuss the risk this upcoming weekend poses to our community. As a school
nurse in Whitefish I am in support of the proposed restrictions to limit capacity and hours for establishments and
limiting the size of gatherings for this weekend and moving forward until we are able to get COVID-19 cases down in our
community. If we don't, we are putting our ability to keep schools open at risk, as well as the health of our community.
Teachers, school employees, and administrators are working tirelessly to educate our kids while keeping them safe and
schools open. Placing social gatherings, parties, and celebrations ahead of the health of our community and access to
schools during a pandemic is not what our city or community is about. If we can all work together and follow evidence
based restrictions I believe we can successfully lower the cases of COVID-19 in our community. Please consider
implementing these additional restrictions to help keep our community safe and kids in school.
Isabel Graham, RN
School Nurse
Muldown Elementary
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jay Johnston
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:16 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid public comment for Oct 26th meeting

Dear City of Whitefish,
Please have the courage to show servility towards our public in Whitefish when others can not. Please move forward
with new proposed restrictions.
- reduce social gathering group size
- set table seating limits
- take action on business not complying with Mask Mandates
- set early bar close time.
Our ski season has yet not started. It would be a catastrophic blow to our town if it did not take place. Out of town guest
are watching with amazement that we have done nothing to protect it. Please show them the leadership the city has to
protect our communities and our winter income.

Jay Johnston
Big Mountain Business consulting
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sheila Johnston <
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:27 PM
Michelle Howke
Public Response

In response to the Daily Interlake article today, I would like to voice my full support for Halloween weekend restrictions
and re-establishing some Phase 1 restrictions. What is happening now in Flathead County is a disgrace. How can we just
sit back and do nothing more to prevent community spread? It is clear that Flathead County Officials are unwilling to
take public health seriously and will take little, to no, action recommended by nearly all Public Health officials,
worldwide. Something simply MUST be done from the City level, as so many of our citizens will simply not comply. I, like
most people, do not enjoy these restrictions, but feel strongly that it is important to do what we can to help keep
schools open, protect everyone, especially our most vulnerable and let businesses operate in a responsible manner, as
opposed to a complete shut-down. Please continue to show leadership, follow the science and enact restrictions
so we can reduce community spread and, hopefully, get back to a new normal, sooner rather than later.
Sincerely,
Sheila Johnston
Whitefish Resident
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Courtney Lyle
Monday, October 26, 2020 4:02 PM
Michelle Howke
Restrictions

I support additional restrictions to decrease the spread of COVID- during Halloween weekend and more broadly during
routine day to day activities.
Sincerely
Courtney Lyle, MD
Get Outlook for iOS
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susie Moore
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:58 PM
Michelle Howke
Vote No on more restrictions

I am sending this email in opposition to putting more restrictions on the businesses/stores in our community! This hurts
everyone and is unnecessary. Please don‘t impose more restrictions!! Lift the mandate. It is unlawful and
unconstitutional. Stop!

Thank you.
Susie Moore
Whitefish, Mt 59937. 4
Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Patrick Nagle
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:36 PM
Michelle Howke
Patrick Nagle
Equal Treatment Under the Law for all Businesses, including churches.

re: Proposed Halloween RestrictionsMy opinion is that if you’re going to impact bars and restaurants, please enact equitable application of the restrictions
among all businesses. It is stated that "The proposed Emergency Ordinance excludes "houses of worship," child care
facilities and local schools from the 10-person group limit.” Well, frankly, the Northern Bar and Grill IS my temple. So,
please be aware that if you are going to cripple and possibly destroy the town’s economy under the guise of public safety,
this resident and business owner would prefer you do it in a way that equally administers the unwarranted bureaucratic
overreach. As a side-note: I’m still not aware of an epidemiologist or virologist on our Council. Frankly, doesn’t seem like
there is an economist or a Libertarian either. I am against any sort of mask mandate and/or additional restrictions on
commerce and advocate for the freedom of businesses to operate in a responsible manner, as they please under the laws
established in the United States Constitution.
Sincerely,

Patrick Nagle
Broker/Owner
Nagle Realty- Whitefish MT
www.NagleRealty.com
Montana Broker License:
RRE-BRO-LIC-74603
California License #01964442

Notice of confidentiality: This transmission contains information that may be confidential and that may also be proprietary; unless you
are the intended recipient of the message (or authorized to receive it for the intended recipient), you may not copy, forward, or
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alissa Ochs
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:43 PM
Michelle Howke
Whitefish Covid-19 Plan

Hello Whitefish City Council,
I am writing as a lodging small business owner in Whitefish, and I want to express my grave concern about the
repercussions that Flathead County's current policies and beliefs will inevitably have on both the health of local
Whitefish citizens as well as the health of business in the local Whitefish area. We have been made aware of the recent
LA Times article, and we have since had two cancellations referencing the article as their reason for not coming to
Whitefish due to Flathead's irresponsible stances.
I am writing to request that a mask mandate is put in place as well as a partial/early bar closure for Halloween to stop a
mass spread of the virus prior to the opening of ski season.
We all want the same thing: Whitefish to flourish. Please enforce th e correct decisions and policies so that we can all get
there and thrive together.
Thank you!
Alissa Ochs
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maggie
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:08 PM
Michelle Howke
Comments for Council meeting 10/26/20

Please approve the proposed restrictions both for this weekend and going forward.
I work in the service industry both with our own cafes and as a wholesale rep for many local food and beverage, grocery,
and retail companies. The sharp increase in infections throughout the Flathead is deeply concerning, and though these
restrictions will undoubtedly have an impact on businesses, that impact is not greater than losing the life of an employee
or patron to Covid-19, or even to the loses when a business has to suddenly close due to a known exposure or positive
case.
The county at large seems unwilling to take action to protect workers and patrons, so it falls to the city government to
do something. Thank you for being willing to take these difficult steps.
-Maggie Schwenker
Whitefish Resident

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sara Seed
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:59 PM
Michelle Howke
comments for tonight's meeting

Dear City Council,
As a Whitefish restaurant owner, I felt it was important to provide some comments for your consideration this evening.
Thank you for soliciting them, and thank you for attempting to address a problem where the county health department
regrettably seems to be stepping aside. From my business’ perspective, the proposed operating restrictions on
Halloween would be relativley minor changes compared to what we are already doing. That said, our biggest operational
challenge right now is actually keeping staff healthy enough to come into work. The current level of local covid infections
and quarantines is high enough that it is negatively impacting our ability to conduct business, even at reduced capacity
(whatever that may be set at). Furthermore, widespread illness within the community keeps customers at home (as it
should, but still bad for business).
Based on this experience, I would encourage to city to consider other ways to improve the operating climate. I
understand that Halloween is known for gathering, and some temporary restrictions may be necessary. You are in the
best place to make that decision. But, every holiday on the calendar encourages people to gather, and the human desire
to gather (usually with food and drinks) won’t go away. It’s the reason our restaurant exists at all. Pandemic fatigue is
real, and my perception of the public mood is that increased restrictions might not markedly change behavior. Taking
the long view (i.e. until a vaccine can be effectively deployed), I think investing in testing awareness and accessibility
would be the most beneficial to staying open. Easier said than done, I know. But, testing turnaround continues to be
long, and tests can still be difficult to obtain without displaying severe symptoms. I don’t know if the city has any
resources or influence in this area, but I think it could definitely help us better muddle through the next several months.
Again, thank you for your service, and I hope you find my comments somewhat helpful as you make your decisions.
Regards,

____________________________
Sara Seed
Owner
Amazing Crepes & Catering
, Whitefish, Montana

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amilee Sharp
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:50 PM
Michelle Howke
Public import for emergency council meeting r/t Covid 19

I am a nurse at North Valley Hospital SCU and fully support restriction options in order to avoid a super spreader event.
The examples provided are reasonable and I would also support returning to phase 1 directive.
Amilee Sharp RN
Sent from my iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cassia Wagner
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:05 PM
Michelle Howke
Comment for Council meeting tonight

Members of the Council:
I'm writing to you as a Whitefish native and a MD-PhD student at the University of Washington where I have been
working on SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, since the pandemic's beginning. I study the spread and
dynamics of SARS-CoV-2 in the lab of Dr. Trevor Bedford at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. We build
evolutionary trees of the virus, which were instrumental in the beginning of the pandemic in showing that the virus was
only recently introduced into humans. Now, our efforts are primarily focused on supporting public health offices in
understanding the epidemiology of their local epidemics by using the genetic information to show how different
infections are (or are not) linked You can see some of our work at Nexstrain.org and bedford.io. The point of that bio is
that I and my colleagues have spent a lot of time and energy learning about and working on the spread of SARS-CoV-2
since the end of January when we first realized this was likely going to be a global pandemic.
With that in mind, I am deeply concerned about the COVID- 19 crisis in the Flathead Valley currently. We have one of the
highest per capita rates of COVID-19 in the nation, our healthcare systems are nearly overwhelmed, and we are likely to
lose quite a few more community members before this is over. While I agree that social connection is important and the
economic impacts of policies should be considered, we have to prioritize the health and safety of our community right
now. I had hoped that with reasonable COVID-19 precautions, mask wearing + physical distancing especially, the
Flathead would be able to operate relatively normally this fall. But with poor adherence to precautions, continued large,
indoor gatherings, I fear this is no longer possible, and stricter measures must be enacted. Please do not hesitate to pass
strict COVID-19 measures with enforcement for Halloween weekend and please extend those going forward until our
case counts are under more control.The data continues to show that physical distancing + mask wearing + ventilation
are highly effective tools at decreasing the spread of SARS-CoV- 2. I'd also encourage the Council to do everything in their
power to increase availability of free SARS-CoV-2 testing + contact tracing in Whitefish. These are other high reward per
cost tools that are necessary to stem the spread of the virus.
Thanks for considering. I'm always happy to answer any questions at cassiasw@uw.edu.
Best,
Cassia Wagner
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Randall zuckerman
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:51 PM
Michelle Howke
Proposed Halloween restrictions

As a physician working on the front lines of healthcare, I urge you to pass the proposed Halloween restrictions that you
were discussing today. Hospitals are stressed as in staff. Thank you for your consideration
Randy Zuckerman
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Clare baine
Monday, October 26, 2020 12:06 PM
Michelle Howke
city counsel meeting

As a elderly restaurant worker, I strongly recommend bars be closed and restaurants be open for curbside
takeout only, I have witnessed the carefree attitude of too many people causing the spread. Please consider
taking this pause for the good of all people. Thank You, Clare Baine
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mary Jane Barrett
Monday, October 26, 2020 12:59 PM
Michelle Howke
Mary Jane Barrett
10/26/20 from Mary Jane Barrett/property owner/Whitefish

10/26/20 To: Michelle Howke, City of Whitefish for two council meetings
1) As a business owner in Whitefish with my property and business located in the Railway District, I am sending my
comments and requests regarding Covid-19 pandemic precautions.
2) I support all restrictions that are scientific based to reduce the infection and spread of a highly communicable
virus disease Covid-19, and will support and adhere to all restrictions for helping to ensure personal and public
safety as mandated by City of Whitefish which appears to be in line with Governor Bullock’s initial and follow up
responses to the pandemic.
3) Also, see article below on how to remove board appointed individuals to appointment board positions such as
Anne Bukacek, MD recently appointed to Flathead City-County Health Board. I support Anne Bukacek and
Pamela Holmquist being removed from appointments as Committee members to the Health Board. Anne
Bukacek does not appear to follow evidence based medicine scientific information and Pam Holmquist
represents a conflict of interest, in my opinion. I believe the only way to possibly remove appointed board
members if for City Councils such as Whitefish, Kalispell, Columbia Falls, etc. to come together and insist on
removal of A. Bukacek and reinstatement of David Meyerowitz, MD to the position Bukacek now holds that
Meyerowitz previously held. Or, if Dr. Meyerowitz is not interested, some other physician who embraces
evidence based medicine practices. Dr. Meyerowitz follows scientific evidence based medicine practices as
evidenced by his past involvement on the board, now specific to the subject of Covid-19 pandemic and subject
of vaccines. Bukacek on the other hand appears to discount evidence based medicine and uses her position for
this purpose.
4) I am asking that Whitefish City Council take the lead on exploration of returning sanity to the Flathead CityCounty Health Board.
Thank you.
Scroll down for article that might shed information on whether it is possible to replace Flathead City-Council Health
Board Members…The article provides some direction but not specific to subject at hand.
Mary Jane Barrett, MS, RN
Certified Case Manager (CCM)
Forensic Nursing, Inc.
Whitefish, MT 59937
TEL:

Removing Members of Appointed Boards
About the author
1

Frayda Bluestein

View Other Posts
This entry was posted on June 3rd, 2015 and is filed under Appointments & Oaths, Board Member Powers & Authority,
Board Structure & Procedures.

In the last election, a new majority was elected to the city council. They want to appoint new members to the board of
adjustment and to the parks and recreation commission. It’s not that the current members aren’t doing a good job. It’s
just that the new majority has in mind some folks who they think will do a better job. Can the council simply remove the
current members and appoint new ones? The answer depends on whether they were appointed for a term, whether the
term is established under state or local law, and whether the council has authority to abolish the board in question.
Read on to learn about two key rules that apply to removing people from office.
The First Removal Rule: The power to appoint includes the power to remove at will.
A common law (that is, court made) rule is that “in the absence of all constitutional or statutory provision for the
removal of …public officers, the power of removal is incident to the power of appointment, and is discretionary and may
exercised without notice or hearing.” Kinsland v. Mackey, 217 N.C. 508 (1940), 4 McQuillin Mun. Corp. § 12:310 (3d ed.),
91 A.L.R. 1097. This means that unless a law says otherwise, the person (or body) who has authority to make an
appointment also has the authority to remove the appointed person, for any reason or no reason, at any time.
The Second Removal Rule: If a law requires that an appointment is for a specified term, removal must be for cause.
The North Carolina Supreme Court has ruled that public officers do not have a property right in their office. Mial v.
Ellington, 134, N.C. 131 (1903). By this the court means that the legislative body that created the office itself is free to
eliminate the office and the person holding it has no legal grounds for limiting the discretion of the legislative body to do
so. (Of course, this does not apply to an office provided for in the constitution.)
When it comes to simply removing someone from the office (as opposed to eliminating the office itself), the general rule
is that if a law provides that the person is appointed for a term, then the person may be removed only for cause (that is
– some evidence of failure or inability to adequately perform the duties of the office), and must be given notice, and an
opportunity to be heard. Stephens v. Dowell, 208 N.C. 555 (1935). As stated in State ex rel. Raslavsky v. Bonvouloir, 355
A.2d 275, 278 (Conn. 1974), “Where the term or tenure is fixed for a definite period of time, however, the power to
remove at will cannot be implied and such appointee may be removed only for cause and not without notice and an
opportunity to be heard. The authorities apparently are in accord that an appointment for a definite term carries with it
the right to serve the full period unless sooner removed for cause.” See also, 4 McQuillin Mun. Corp. § 12:314 (3d ed.).
If the law that establishes the term also provides that the appointee serves at the pleasure of the board, or otherwise
indicates an intention to preserve the discretion to remove at will, the “for cause” requirement does not apply. See,
Brennan v. Town of Colchester, 730 A.2d 601, 603 (1999) (no cause required when statute sets a term but authorizes
removal “at any time” by appointing body.)
Applying the Rules: Locally created boards.
2

Let’s apply these rules to the two boards described in the introduction. We’ll start with the parks and recreation board.
Cities are authorized but not required to establish parks and recreation commissions. (G.S. 160A-354.) Since there is no
state law that requires members of these boards to be appointed for a term, they may be removed at will, for any
reason or no reason, at any time.
What if the resolution appointing the members of the commission specified terms of three years? Are the members still
considered to be removable at will? I think they are. In the Kinsland case, cited earlier, a person was appointed as tax
collector under a charter provision that authorized the appointment but did not specify a term of office. The initial
appointment was by resolution, which specified a term of two years, and was renewed by resolution for a second term
of two years. After the renewal but before the two years expired, the city appointed someone else to be tax collector. In
a lawsuit to determine who rightfully held the office, the North Carolina Supreme Court applied the First Removal Rule
described above, and concluded that the tax collector served at will and could be summarily removed. What about the
two-year term? The court held that “the implied power of the appointing authority to remove at pleasure an officer
whose term of office is not prescribed by law cannot be contracted away so as to bind the appointing authority to retain
an appointee for a fixed period.” Kinsland at 600. Indeed, the court ultimately held that in such a case, a person may be
removed expressly with notice, or implicitly, though the appointment of another person to the office.
Well, what if the city adopts an ordinance creating the parks and recreation commission, and the ordinance provides
that members of the commission are appointed for three-year terms? An ordinance is a law, so does it limit the council’s
discretion to remove members mid-term? I think this is an open question of law in North Carolina. Consistent with
Kinsland, one could argue that the council retains its implicit authority to remove members. On the other hand, in
another context, courts have ruled that there’s a difference between a resolution and an ordinance when it comes to
due process rights. In Pittman v. Wilson County, (839 F. 2d 229, 4th Cir. 1988) the federal appeals court that has
jurisdiction over North Carolina ruled a that local government personnel policy that is adopted as an ordinance creates a
property interest, and therefore, due process rights for employees, including termination only for cause. In absence of
an ordinance, employees are considered “at will” – meaning they may be fired for any reason or no reason. It’s possible
that North Carolina courts would see a parallel with the employment context and rule that a term in an appointed office
established by local ordinance creates a due process right to removal only for cause. As noted earlier, however, there is
no property right in an office, and perhaps the appointing authority is free to amend its ordinance in order to exercise its
inherent authority to remove appointees.
A local government that wishes to create terms of office, but also wants to retain discretion to remove members, should
include language in the ordinance providing that members serve at the pleasure of the board and can be removed in the
board’s discretion, even in the middle of a term.
Applying the Rules: Statutorily created boards.
Now let’s apply the removal rules to the board of adjustment. North Carolina city governing boards are authorized to
create a board of adjustment, but they also have the option of assigning the board of adjustment duties to another
board, or they may exercise those powers themselves. If they do create a board of adjustment, the state statute
requires that members of the board serve for terms of three years. (G.S. 160A-388) In this case, under the Second
Removal Rule, the discretion to remove is restricted. Members may be removed only for cause and are entitled to notice
and an opportunity to be heard.
A Possible Way Around the Second Removal Rule
There is another option for removing the members. Remember that a person does not have a property right in the
continued existence of the office. And since the creation of a board of adjustment and a parks and recreation
commission is completely optional, the city can abolish each of these boards and create new boards with new members.
It’s not a particularly elegant solution, but this method was approved in Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Swawnsboro v. Town of Swansboro, 334 N.C. 421 (1993). Note that this only works if the the board is one that the city is
not required to appoint.
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dana Smith
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:20 AM
Michelle Howke
FW: Enforce covid safeguards

FYI - Not sure if Michael sent this to you too.

Dana Smith, CPA
City Manager
City of Whitefish
418 E. 2nd Street
P.O. Box 158
Whitefish, MT 59937
Ph: 406-863-2406
Fax: 406-863-2419

From: m.basta
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2020 11:19 AM
To: Dana Smith <dsmith@cityofwhitefish.org>
Subject: Enforce covid safeguards
Dear City Council
At the advent of the pandemic I was very inspired by and proud of the proactive measures taken by our city. Regular and
consistent updates you provided reinforced those measures which in turn reinforced my personal behaviors. However as
the season turned into summer and the number of tourists increased, I noticed more people in more businesses not
abiding by the only proven safeguards against this virus and the city did nothing about it. Sadly, without consequences,
behaviors did not change Iand if anything, communication and consistent messaging see med to decrease especially over
the last couple months.
So, now we are experiencing the real consequences of non action as evidenced by our increasing infections. Politics has
certainly muddied the waters at the state level and the county health dept has caved in to the radical views of a few.
So what now?
Respectfully,
Michael Basta
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dana Smith
Monday, October 26, 2020 7:19 AM
Michelle Howke
Fw: Covid response comments

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Public comment below.
From: Sue Basta
Sent: Sunday, October 25, 2020 10:21 PM
To: Dana Smith <dsmith@cityofwhitefish.org>
Subject: Covid response comments
Dear city manager & council
This is in response to the mayor's letter via email and the upcoming Monday, Oct 26 meeting.
We must enforce more stringent rules in Whitefish, limit social gathering sizes, enforce mask requirements, etc., to start
controlling these increasing virus numbers. We have a friend who's surgery at kalispell Regional was canceled,
considered "non emergency" because the hospital in inundated with Covid-19 patients.
We have moved backwards. The numbers are out of control and many people in the community are not cooperating,
still not taking it seriously.
Thank you for all you are doing and your tireless commitment to this matter. I just watched your pre recorded meeting
dated October 19 and commend each of you.
Respectfully,
Sue Basta
Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

a&rbeougher
Friday, October 23, 2020 5:22 PM
Michelle Howke
emergency ordinance

Good Evening,
I am in favor of any and all ordinances that will limit the unprecedented rise in Covid cases. This ordinance does not
provide enough protection for any of the Whitefish citizens.
I would encourage you to pass this but add some bite to future ordinances. As all of us witness on a daily basis the
complete disregard of the Governors mask mandate at
food markets, local hardware stores, churches and other Whitefish businesses. Without enforcement there will never
be compliance.
I appreciate your time and concern during this horrible time.
Thank you,
Allison Beougher
Whitefish, MT 59937
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Deb Bond
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:14 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID Guidleines

I implore you to follow the guidelines suggested by the hardworking County Health Department and the Governor and
to enforce these guidelines. COVID 19 is surging in Flathead County!
I appreciate the work the Health Department is doing. I have a family member who is a COVID nurse for another
county. It is a stressful, thankless job and all the more stressful when people do not follow guidelines and politicians and
city councils do not assist them.
We all want our businesses and schools to remain open! We just want to protect each other. If businesses and people
can't follow the very simple guidelines then perhaps they should just stay home or move elsewhere. This is no different
than following other laws and regulations designed to protect our health and safety. It has nothing to do with freedom
or rights.
We must listen to the scientists and not those that form their own "science". Bukacek should be immediately removed
from the health board for spreading dangerous lies. She has no right to cause death and destruction in our community.
Please for the sake of all our lives and livelihoods listen to the medical experts at KRMC and the County Health
Department and the Governors'OffIce. Don't let the misinformed and misguided sway the right choice here.
Sincerely,
Debra Bond
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

David Boye #theblackdiamondeffect
Saturday, October 24, 2020 8:20 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID-19 - Resident and Business Owner Response to upcoming meeting, David Boye

To whom it may concern at the Whitefish City Council:
Please do not impose any unique regulations to Whitefish regarding COVID-19
COVID-19 is here, we are all dealing with it in this free country in our own ways. We have all been exposed to it in one
way or another over the recent months.
Those who are most concerned can mask up and avoid people. There is no way that you can prove that avoiding
gatherings of over 10 people or forcing businesses to operate with lower capacity is a sure way to avoid the spread.
Please leave it up to individuals to decide. Feel free to pass along what you deem to be helpful information, without
adding restrictions or regulations.
PLEASE- DO NOT go beyond our constitution or the health department. Whitefish does not operate the health
department, and should not attempt to do so with no scientists on City Council making these decisions. The Mayor is an
Environmental / Civil Engineer, not a health scientist.
You do not need to do anything Whitefish.
Please allow people to do what they need to to stay healthy and run a business without your intervention.
David Boye
Resident and Business Owner in Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

shawn brennan
Friday, October 23, 2020 5:09 PM
Michelle Howke
Down town business closures

Hi,
I’m inquiring about a rumor that downtown businesses are going to be forced to close depending on vote this Monday.
As a downtown business owner (retail) I hope this isn’t true. Times are hard enough without being strong armed into
closing. Even the WHO is now speaking out against lockdown closures and we seem to be quoting and following what
they have to say these past months.
If downtown businesses are forced to close maybe city and elected officials businesses should be forced as well so they
get a good reality check on what it’s like to have your income ripped away from you. I sure see a lot of construction
workers “dangerously” close in town right now but that never matters because money rules in Whitefish.
Thanks for your time and this is my vote against forced closures.
Shawn Brennan
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Bresee
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:36 AM
Michelle Howke
Comments on coronavirus measures

To whom it may concern,
My name is Jennifer Bresee, and I live at

2and st E. Please do enact stricter coronavirus measures!

I personally know many people who have been quarantined due to exposure, and some of them have also caught the
virus or have relatives who have. Two of them are elders who are currently battling the virus in the hospital, and one
relative of a friend has died of the virus. Many of the other people who had to quarantine are small business owners or
workers, and the need to quarantine has drastically disrupted their businesses.
This uncontrolled virus outbreak is already taking a heavy toll on our communit y. While some may be fearful of the costs
of further restrictions, it is clear to me that restrictions are necessary to reduce the costs in lives and businesses. Please
reinstate phase 1 restrictions on businesses.
Thank you,
Jennifer Bresee
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brew, James
Monday, October 26, 2020 1:35 PM
Michelle Howke
comment

To whom it may concern:
I am a nurse at North Valley Hospital and would strongly urge the council to adopt strict guidelines to slow the spread of
Covid 19 in our community. At a minimum bars/restaurants etc. should be 50% capacity, encourage takeout and close by
1130. Avoid gatherings of 10 or more. I would also ask that we consider limiting overnight stays at VRBO’s, hotels, etc.
as we do not need more people visiting our community. The community spreading of Covid 19 is close to overwhelming
our hospital as well as KRH.
Sincerely,
James Brew, RN
Whitefish

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic mail correspondence may contain confidential information. It is intended only
for the individual(s) to whom, or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and
confidential. Redisclosure of this information is prohibited under applicable law. You are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited. If you received this correspondence in error, please notify me by returning the message to me and deleting it
from your server. Thank you!



Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Diane Carter
Sunday, October 25, 2020 11:36 PM
Michelle Howke
Halloween idea

We could block off 3 blocks and have a street party. 4-6PM for kids 7-midnight for adults. Retailers can offer kid treats
and set up something outside for adults.
Simple protocol of mandatory face coverings and 6 ft social distancing inside and outside.
The bars can serve drinks inside and out as well as restaurants could have a simple menu item served outside and 6ft
distance inside for full menu.
On the block without bars or restaurants others could set up mulled wine, chill or other treats.
We could have one food truck on each end of the 3 blocks with plenty of room to stand in line and cycle out of line.
Good luck and thank you for brainstorming our way thru these crazy times, Diane
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Clarke
Sunday, October 25, 2020 6:36 PM
Michelle Howke
Input from School Board Member for 10/26 Council Meeting

Dear Mayor Muhlfeld and City Coucil Members,
We appreciate your efforts to solicit stakeholder input as you seek to make decisions that reflect our
community's desires. Because the school board did not have time before this Council meeting to convene a
public school board meeting to form a statement from the board while allowing an opportunity for public input
as is required by law, I'm writing as an individual school board member. I'm writing alongside my husband who
is a hospitalist at both North Valley Hospital and KRMH. We are not writing on beha lf of the school board or the
school district. However, we are writing with the school district's interests in mind.
As an individual board member, I have heard from parents, teachers, staff, administrators, and students. As
both a parent and as the chair of the school board, I support and share in their strong desire to keep our
schools open in the safest way possible. Our children, their parents, and our educators are relying on our local
community members to make responsible choices so that high and rising case rates don't negate our capacity
to keep our schools open. If our teachers are sick? We can't operate our schools. If our staff is sick? We can't
operate our schools. If our students are sick? They can't come to school. More importantly, we don't want our
teachers, staff, and students to get sick. While 95% of the population may fully recover from COVID-19, we
don't want to put our people in a position to be part of the 5% that don't. Our school district is going to great
lengths to operate our schools in a way where social distancing, required mask-wearing, and frequent
handwashing decrease opportunities for COVID exposure or spread in school. However, we can't control
exposure and spread out of school. We are relying on our town leaders to take steps to mitigate COVID
exposure and spread opportunities in our community so that our schools can stay open.
Our children are our community's most precious resource. We must do what we can to protect their opportunity
to attend school. Therefore, we are in support of our town leaders implementing measures that support the
County Health Department's most recent guidelines. We support restrictions on social gatherings and in
places, events, and activities where we know COVID spreads more rapidly. Please take action to limit the
spread of COVID in our community so that our schools can stay open. The time to act is now or we will be in
an even worse situation in a few weeks. I know this will be a hardship but we must do everything possible to
keep the schools open.
Most sincerely,
Katie Clarke, PhD
School Board Chair
Whitefish School District
Mitchell Marzo, MD
Hospitalist Physician
North Valley Hospital

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Todd Clear
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:26 AM
Michelle Howke
Protecting us from COVID

Hi,
As a resident of Whitefish, I am writing to raise my concerns about the COVID-19 crisis here in the Valley. As you know,
Montana's new infection rate is now the third highest in the nation. Flathead County now ranks above the state’s
average in new, confirmed cases. Our current situation places our community and our health care infrastructure in a
state of crisis.
All of us want our businesses and schools to stay open. The only way for this to happen is for people to follow the
established mitigation guidelines: wear masks, maintain social distance, forego larger gatherings, quarantine after
exposure. If we keep the virus in check, we will be able to maintain reasonably normal economic and educational
activity.
Some of our fellow citizens are denying the seriousness of the pandemic that is upon us. They oppose the guidelines set
out by health care officials locally and nationally. It places the entire community at risk when we fail to follow these
simple precautions.
I urge you to provide the county with the leadership we need, and to help reinforce that all of us must do what we can
to keep our community safe.
Thank you,
Todd Clear

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Conners, Sue
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:25 PM
Michelle Howke
council meeting

I am a Nurse at NVH and at the very least restaurants at 50%, early closing, if not take out and limiting gatherings to 10
or less people.
Thank you for your time. Sue

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic mail correspondence may contain confidential information. It is intended only
for the individual(s) to whom, or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and
confidential. Redisclosure of this information is prohibited under applicable law. You are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited. If you received this correspondence in error, please notify me by returning the message to me and deleting it
from your server. Thank you!
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karen Webster Copeland
Monday, October 26, 2020 8:59 AM
Michelle Howke
Public input 10/26/20

Dear City Council,
I am for: directives towards wearing masks, quarantining when necessary, and social distancing.
I am against: directives toward limiting businesses in Whitefish. This should be left to a business’ decision.
I believe limiting social gatherings is unenforceable, but could be recommended.
Each individual should be able to make their own decision, either to stay home and away from people, or to engage in
commerce with social distancing measures.
I think this city council is over reaching. I do respect the difficulties that each of is are placed in.
Sincerely,
Karen Webster Copeland
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ben Davis
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:48 AM
Michelle Howke
FW: Emergency Order 10/26/2020

From: Maureen Cordoza
Sent: Saturday, October 24, 2020 8:53 PM
To: Ben Davis <bdavis@cityofwhitefish.org>
Subject: Emergency Order 10/26/2020

Dear Ben Davis,
Regarding providing public input for the October 26, 2020 Emergency City Council
Meeting:
In my humble opinion the Flathead County Health Board chose to not go against the
rights of American people. Our country has citizens of many political persuasions. This is
Emergency Order is NOT just for liberals your decision needs to be for conservatives also.
I hope you consider that.
Please read:
United States Constitution
Amendment 14
Section 1
All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Also, Michigan’s Supreme Court voted that their Governor’s executive order was
unconstitutional. The Michigan Supreme Court said she had “no authority” to issue or
renew executive orders relating to the China Virus (Covid-19)…
I implore you… Do NOT limit the businesses & people of our town.
Do not deny them the right to run their business. Or live their life.
Thank you,
Maureen Cordoza
1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

CW<
Friday, October 23, 2020 2:56 PM
Michelle Howke
No more restrictions, no more shut downs.

Dear Council members,
We the people, in the city of Whitefish, are saying NO to more restrictions on the people of Whitefish.
These "restrictions" are causing neighbors to turn against neighbors in this small community, they are unconstitutional,
and there are no laws or enforcers to support the ordinances. You are causing more damage than covid with a 99%
survival rate. Mental health is at stake, this should be a great concern to the council, we are already losing so much
economically, and personally. Our personal convictions and religious beliefs are being discriminated against and
threatened by limiting our ability to worship, and gather for serv ices. Yet schools and daycares would be exempt? How is
this not discrimination to every individuals rights, granted by the Montana constitution? I urge you all to think twice
before voting against the people and city of Whitefish. This is getting way out of hand.
Cory W.
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

got skis <
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:57 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID-19

To Whitefish Mayor and City Council:
I fully support what will be Ordinance No. 20-16; An Emergency Ordinance establishing restrictions upon businesses to
help limit the spread of COVID-19.
As you well know our City and County numbers of COVID-19 cases are escalating. I agree with the decisions you have
made thus far however I also ask you to encourage our County Health Dept. and Health Board to listen to the
professionals that deal with infectious disease who all recommend wearing masks. The US Secretary of Health and
Human Services Alex Azar in an interview earlier this week pleaded, "Please -- my message to the American people,
please practice those three W's; Wash your hands, Watch your distance, and Wear a mask when you can't distance, and
be mindful of those indoor gatherings." When asked, "Is herd immunity now formal policy?", his response was, "No,
that's not our policy. It's a desire, through vaccination to get to herd immunity... the desire (now) is to reduce cases,
reduce hospitalizations, reduce fatalities."
All the anti-maskers saying herd immunity is what they think they are accomplishing, are dangerously flirting with our
friends lives over a political statement. I do not want to see my family and friends die or have serious health
complications when we could simply require everyone to wear a mask in public places and limit the size of gatherings.
Anything you can do to continue supporting the businesses that are following the mandate, fine the businesses that
aren't (or at least public shaming) and encourage our County Health Board to enforce the same would be greatly
appreciated.
I thank you all for your volunteer time and appreciate the job you are doing. Hold your heads high, you make many of us
proud, even though you don't always hear from us, we support you.
Cris Coughlin
Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Davis
Sunday, October 25, 2020 7:40 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID-19

I am a resident of Whitefish and am observing a lax attempt by our citizens and visitors to wear masks, social distance
and eating in bars and restaurants. There are still a large number of out of town visitors in our community and I feel
they are “on vacation” from their home hotspot and are very lax in minding our regulations. I want our businesses to to
remain open and feel this can happen if the city has specific guidelines. I would not like to see another shutdown but
feel we are heading that way if we don’t mind these restrictions.
Our health care system is beyond stressed and our public health can’t keep up. Please help us to get more COVID
testing with quicker results. I am an educator at FVCC and some of our students who have COVID symptoms are told to
quarantine without knowing if they are positive or if they even quarantine. Early in this pandemic, Montana had a 2
week quarantine for everyone coming from out of state. I would like to see this established again. We can slow the
spread but need some guidance, election year or not.
Patsy Davis
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tiffany Ekern
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:28 AM
Andy Feury; Ryan Hennen; Frank Sweeney; Michelle Howke
Stop these ordinances

Whitefish City Council Members,
Any further restrictions on our small city is not logical OR healthy for a number of reasons. Whitefish is the single most
liberal town in our Flathead County and is following the tyrannical provisions of Governor Steve Bullock who works for
no other than Washington. To further restrict any more provisions would be to put our financial stability, mental health,
physical health and freedom at jeopardy.
Any and all layers of Government should be focused on one thing only.. preserving the Constitution it was based upon.
This covid pandemic has violated nearly all of our constitutional rights by fear mongering, isolation and control. This is
not freedom. This is not how the Government serves its people.
Any and all persons will contract this virus at some point with or without ordinances set in place. That is a factual
statement. DO NOT take away any more of our individual freedoms by covering it up with "public safety" lies.
My mother is a psychiatric nurse and sees first hand what this isolation and fear is doing to ALL AGES in our community.
My sister is the manager of a nursing home and sees first hand her beloved residents DYING OF LONELINESS. I see first
hand how my children are uncomfortable and dislike being at school by being forced to wear a mask that is scientifically
proven not to work on contracting viruses.. what type of lessons are you teaching our younger generations by
controlling them with false information? I teach my children at home the TRUTH of what is actually going on.
What's going on is Government officials such as yourself and higher up are trying to take over the minds and lives of "We
the People". You have the opportunity to stop this now. Please do not force us to live with any further restrictions.
FREEDOM WILL PREVAIL - CONTROL WILL BACKFIRE (this is a promise)
Respectfully,
Tiffany L. Ekern
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jessie Farnes <
Monday, October 26, 2020 12:02 PM
Michelle Howke
Public Comment proposed regulations

Good Morning Council,
I am writing in support of increased proposed regulations to reduce the spread of COVID 19 in the Flathead. I am deeply
disappointed in our County Commissioners and Health Board. Our community deserves better. As a manager of service
industry employees I recognize how challenging this year is for all our local businesses and do not want to make it any
harder. But, without dealing with this current spike, we are only prolonging all the painful quarantines and closures that
are adding to our stress as businesses. Above all we need to support the health and wellbeing of our community and the
hospital employees who are working so hard to keep our sickest COVID patients alive.
Thank you,
Jessie Farnes
-Jessie Farnes

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Ferguson
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:45 AM
Michelle Howke
Support for COVID safety precautions

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing in support of COVID safety precautions for the City of Whitefish:





We are in a crisis with COVID-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social
distancing, and smaller gatherings.
The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health
professionals and support their recommendations.

Thank you,
Paula Ferguson
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Margaret Fischer
Sunday, October 25, 2020 12:23 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID-19

Dear Mayor of Whitefish and Council Members,
It is appalling to think that this County is not concerned about following the scientific evidence, nor do they have the
basic morality to ensure the safety of it’s citizen. Enforcing mask wearing, social distancing, and limiting the size of social
gatherings are simple and effective ways to curb and get ahead of this pandemic. Rather than base your opinions on
political views and conspiracy theories, our County should step up and do what’s right and follow the scientific
guidelines. This is the only way to curb the virus and open up schools and businesses properly, and not strain our
hospitals and health providers. Lastly, don’t you think the loss of one life, is one too many?
Sincerely,
Margaret Fischer
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Fred Frost
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:49 AM
Michelle Howke
Fw: Let's get our act together

Unless we start requiring masks and social distancing and limiting group sizes, we are going to end
having to shut down the whole county. The rate of infection is way beyond acceptable limits. Do your
part by listeningto doctors and public health professionals and then acting on what they
recommend. We need to protect ourselves and our businesses.
Thank you
Fred Frost
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sue Giller
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:56 AM
Michelle Howke
Support for COVID safety precautions

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing in strong support of COVID safety precautions for the city of Whitefish:





We are in a crisis with COVID-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social
distancing, and smaller gatherings.
The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health
professionals and support their recommendations.

Thank you,
Sue Giller
Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Connie Gomez
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:52 AM
Michelle Howke
Ordinance!

Dear Mr. Sweeney:
We urge you to OPPOSE any more regulating of businesses!!
Our Pet-sitting business is pretty much DEAD since most clients quit traveling in March....
These unnecessary "rules" hurt business immensely: employees, patrons, and their tax base!! The City is being affected
as businesses have little income on which to baase taxes!!
Please, Sir...check into experts on this regulating of citizens, as Del Bigtree, Richard Bartlett, MD, Peggy Hall, Dr. Andrew
Kaufman, MD, Annie Bukacek, MD.
Thank you for putting business before unsubstantiated "rules"!
ALL business is essential, as humans care for their families working in them!
Sincerely,
Dennis & Connie Gomez

--

Pets Plus Pet & Home Sitting
Serving the Flathead Valley
"We stay when you're away!"

Virus-free. www.avg.com

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Greenstein
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:15 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid Restrictions

Hi,
I own Wasabi Sushi Bar and Ginger Grill and The Flat.
I have been strict about following Covid - 19 Restrictions from the beginning and I am concerned that the new proposed
restrictions are too late and too strict.
I do agree that bars should be closed by 11pm and that they as all of us, need to adhere to the restrictions already in
place.
If they had we would not be in this mess!
I also know that if we go down to less than 50% seating we will all lose so much business and possibly have to shut down
completely.
There are too many hard working people in the service industry that make Whitefish what it is today, a thriving resort
town, that depend on restaurants, lodging and bars being open!

The businesses that are not following the restrictions need to be held responsible and accountable so that all of us can
continue working!
We all need to work together to make and keep Whitefish clean and safe for everyone!
Thank you,
Paula Greenstein
Co-Owner of Wasabi Sushi Bar and Ginger Grill and The Flat
., Whitefish, MT 59937
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

kim.grieser
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:31 AM
Michelle Howke
For your meeting tonight

MANDATE masks. I work in one of the small retail stores in downtown. I have to constantly remind, mainly
tourists, to wear the mask properly. I've had to ask people to leave because they won't. If you went after and
fined people and businesses who dont enforce with the same diligence you fine people for parking, the city
would make money and we would slow this thing.
Bars closing at 10 has nothing to do with COVID...it doesn't become more infectious after 10.
Just mandate and enforce masks. Please.
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

LLOY GRIFFING
Monday, October 26, 2020 5:46 AM
Michelle Howke
Pandemic response

It is absolutely imperative that Whitefish and all of Flathead County take immediate steps to contain this virus! You will
lose your ski season and further damage or destroy many of the support businesses if this gets totally out of control in
the next weeks and shutdowns become necessary.
If our medical system is overwhelmed, the local economy will soon be locked down as well. News reports from the
mountain west are already discouraging winter visitors. Why not provide positive news of strict safety protocols and a
declining infection rate instead. There is still time to do that before December, but wait another week and these could
be extremely dark and scary months ahead!
Sure, we are tired of Covid. Leaders need to rally the tired and foolish among us and communicate the urgency of doing
the right things. Covid is not going to lay down in respond to ignorance. Covid thrives on ignorance and lack of barriers.
You must do the smart things even if they are unpopular! But do not wait because it will not get easier and your own
health is at risk!

Sent from my iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Susan Hall
Saturday, October 24, 2020 10:00 AM
Michelle Howke
Michelle Howke
Please forward this email to each CC member and Mayor for 10-26-20 meeting

10-24-20
Melissa
Steve Qunell told me I could email this to you for distribution to the Mayor and CC members prior to the COVID-19
emergency meeting slated for 10-26-20.
Thank you for getting this in their packet. Susan Hall RN, Darby, MT.
10-24-20
Mayor & City Councilors
This is Susan Hall RN, Darby, MT.
I am contacting you to urge you to take every opportunity to support the COVID-19 prevention recommendations the
national infectious disease specialists have been begging Americans to implement.....ESPECIALLY the wearing of masks.
Repeated studies confirm that Mask Wearing is the singular , most important prevention measure. The spread of COVID19 is dramatically reduced with mask wearing by everyone, inside and outside. On Friday (10-23-20 ), The USA had over
83,000 cases of COVID-19 recorded nationwide . This is the HIGHEST one day number since the pandemic started. Dr.
Anthony Fauci, who has been reluctant to recommend a national MANDATORY mask mandate has now recommended
MANDATORY masks nation wide.
After the 83,000 confirmed cases, I am dreading to see the numbers of deaths this weekend. In addition to mortality, the
long term COVID-19 morbidity ( chronic effects from contracting COVID-19) are serious and not uncommon. For these
folks, months of recovery are required and complete recovery is not always possible.
I commend you for calling this emergency meeting to put COVID-19 response front and enter. Whitefish is in the
BULLSEYE. Focus on mask-wearing...it is the singular thing that can reduce the deadly effects of COVID-19.
Thanks for your service
Thanks for hearing my recommendations and concerns.
Susan Hall RN
Darby, Montana
Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda Harris
>
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:33 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID-19 Crisis

To the Whitefish City Council:
Please support measures based on science to help slow the spread of the Corona virus. Not wearing a mask in public is dangerous to our health
and those around us. Holding large gatherings has proven disastrous. Social distancing is not difficult. As citizens of the Flathead Valley we should
all be supportive of each other and follow the recommendations of scientists, doctors and well-informed public health officials.
Thank you.
Linda Harris
Whitefish, MT

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shannon Hoge
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:00 AM
Michelle Howke
City of Whitefish Covid Response

To the City Council:
I am in favor of the City of Whitefish adopting additional restrictions on bars, restaurants and gatherings due to the
steep increase in cases of coronavirus in Flathead County. Our state and county officials are failing to protect public
health and relying on individuals' "personal responsibility" has proved insufficient to control the outbreak we are
experiencing.
Thank you,
Shannon Hoge
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andy
Monday, October 26, 2020 12:51 PM
Andy Hudak
Debunking the False Claim That COVID Death Counts Are Inflated (Scientific American)

It is sad to me that I even need to pass this around, but there is so much disinformation on the
Internet, and in our valley (In spite of VRY concerning numbers re hospital capacity), I don't
know who gets what, so here you go…(Now, I know the people that don't believe in science, or
think that all of the coroners in all of the counties in all of the states would risk their entire
career and break their professional ethics to inflate the numbers, but what can I say… If you
believe that, I have a viaduct to sell you in Whitefish! :-)
Your freedoms end where you can cause me to have a fatal disease. (No different from me
creating a drainfield that drains on to your property. One below ground and one above is all!)
OR if you decide to incinerate materials that could diminish the lung capacity of our children!
The U S Supreme court also weighed in on freedom of speech in a similar way - IF you engage
in behavior that can harm others, there is no right of free speech. Their example – yelling fire
in a movie theater.
Our beliefs are not science, and the virus couldn't care less about our beliefs!
In the absence of a national comprehensive health plan of support for eight months now, it's
up to the cities and counties to do our best with the resources we have. History will name
them as the heroes that saved hundreds of thousands of lives!
Currently, if we are about to double the number of cases in three months (by the end of the
year) that we had in six months since this started. Unless we curb what we are doing, we are
on track to have more deaths in our population than we did during World War II!
The true hoax is comparing the current amount of death to the forecast of 2 million! Anyone
who was paying attention knows that the 2 million death from coronavirus figure was always a
fiction, as it was the forecast for what would happen if our president, Senate, House of
Representatives, governor, county commissioners, or mayor would do NOTHING.
Independent studies have already established that between 100,000 and 150,000 Americans
have already died for nothing!
This past Friday and Saturday our nation broke records for the number of daily cases – deaths,
as always, will follow into-four weeks!
1

My personal opinion is that all of the politicians that do not follow the science are guilty of
manslaughter.
Even if never prosecuted, there is a moral/ethical imperative about doing everything we can to
not harm our fellow Americans – whether they believe the science or not!
:-)
Feel free to pass this information/analysis from Scientific American on…
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/debunking-the-false-claim-that-covid-death-counts-areinflated/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=health&utm_content=link&utm_term=2020-10-26_featured-thisweek&spMailingID=69073568&spUserID=ODgxNTYyMzIzMTMS1&spJobID=1982938718&spReportId=MTk4MjkzODcxOAS2
PUBLIC HEALTH

Debunking the False Claim That COVID Death Counts Are Inflated


President Trump, a congressman and conspiracy fantasists have repeated the myth. But three kinds of evidence point to
more than 218,000 U.S. deaths
By Christie Aschwanden on October 20, 2020

Medical pe rsonnel m ove a decea sed patient to a refrige rated truck serv ing a s a ma ke shift morgue at Brooklyn Hosp ital Cente r in New York City on April 9, 2020. C redit: Angela Weiss

Getty Images

A persistent falsehood has been circulating on social media: the number of COVID deaths is much
lower than the official statistic of more than 218,000, and therefore the danger of the disease has been
overblown. In August President Trump retweeted a post claiming that only 6 percent of these
reported deaths were actually from COVID-19. (The tweet originated from a follower of the debunked
conspiracy fantasy QAnon.) Twitter removed the post for containing false information, but
fabrications such as these continue to spread. U.S. Representative Roger Marshall of
Kansas complained in September that Facebook had removed a post in which he claimed that 94
percent of COVID-19 deaths reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention “were the
result of 2-3 additional serious illnesses and were of advanced age.”
2

Now some facts: Researchers know beyond a doubt that the number of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S.
have surpassed 200,000. These numbers are supported by three lines of evidence, including death
certificates. The inaccurate idea that only 6 percent of the deaths were really caused by the
coronavirus is “a gross misinterpretation” of how death certificates work, says Robert Anderson, lead
mortality statistician at the CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics.
The scope of the coronavirus’s deadly toll is clear, even if final numbers will not be known until the
pandemic is over. “We’re pretty confident about the scale and order of magnitude of deaths, but we’re
not clear on the exact number yet,” says Justin Lessler, an infectious disease epidemiologist at the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. To understand why the figures contain some
uncertainty, it is important to know how they are collected and calculated.
ADVERTISEMENT
The first source of death data is called case surveillance. Health care providers are required to report
cases and deaths from certain diseases, including measles, mumps and now COVID-19, to their state’s
health department, which, in turn, passes this information along to the CDC, Anderson says. The
surveillance data are a kind of “quick and dirty” accounting, says Shawna Webster, executive director
of the National Association for Public Health Statistics and Information Systems. The states gather all
the information they can on these diseases, but this is the first pass of the accounting—no one has
time to double-check the information or look for missing lab tests, she says. For that, you have to look
for the next source of information: vital records.
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Credit: Youyou Zhou; Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Center for
Health Statistics
This second line of evidence comes from the National Vital Statistics System, which records birth and
death certificates. When somebody dies, a death certificate is filed in the state where the death
occurred. And after the records are registered at a state level, they are sent to the National Center for
Health Statistics, which tracks deaths at a national level. Death certificates are not filed in the system
until outstanding test results are in and the information is as complete as possible. By the time a
record gets to the vital records system, “it is as close to perfect as it’s going to get,” Webster says.
A physician, medical examiner or coroner fills out the cause of mortality on the death certificate, and
they are instructed to include only those conditions that caused or contributed to death, Anderson
says. One field lists the sequence of events leading to the death. “What we’re really trying to get at is
the condition or disease that started the chain of events leading to the death,” Anderson says. “For
COVID-19, that might be something like acute respiratory distress due to pneumonia due to COVID19.” A second part of the certificate lists other significant conditions that may have contributed to the
death yet were not part of the sequence of events that led up to it, he says. These are called
comorbidities, and while they can be contributing factors, they cannot be directly involved in the
chain of cause and effect that ended in death. Preexisting medical conditions such as diabetes or heart
disease are common comorbidities, and they can make a person more vulnerable to the coronavirus,
Anderson says, “but the fact is: they’re not dying from that preexisting condition.”
“When we ask if COVID killed somebody, it means ‘Did they die sooner than they would have if they
didn’t have the virus?’” Lessler says. Even such a person with a potentially life-shortening preexisting
condition such as heart disease or diabetes may have lived another five, 10 or many more years, had
they not become infected with COVID-19.
The 6 percent number touted by Trump and QAnon comes from a weekly CDC report stating that in 6
percent of the coronavirus mortality cases it counted, COVID-19 was the only condition listed on the
death certificate. That observation likely means that those death certificates were incomplete because
the certifiers only gave the underlying cause of death and not the full causal sequence that led to it,
Anderson says. Even someone who does not have a preexisting condition and dies from COVID-19
will also have comorbidities in the form of symptoms, such as respiratory failure, caused by the
coronavirus. The idea that a death certificate with ailments listed in addition to COVID-19 means that
the person did not really die from the virus is simply false, Anderson says.
ADVERTISEMENT
The surveillance and vital statistics data provide a pretty good picture of how many deaths are
attributable to the coronavirus, but they do not capture all of them, and that is where the final line of
evidence come in: excess deaths. They are the number of deaths that occur above and beyond the
historical pattern for that time period, says Steven Woolf, a physician and population health
researcher at the Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine. In a paper published
in JAMA this month, Woolf and his colleagues examined death records in the U.S. from March 1
through August 1 and compared them with the expected mortality numbers. They found that there
was a 20 percent increase in deaths during this time period—for a total of 225,530 excess deaths—
compared with previous years.
Two thirds of these cases were attributed to COVID-19 on the death certificates, and Woolf says there
are two types of explanations for the rest: Some of them were COVID-19 deaths that simply were not
documented as such, perhaps because the person died at home and was never tested or because the
certificate was miscoded. And some of the extra deaths were probably a consequence of the pandemic
yet not necessarily the virus itself. For instance, he says, imagine a patient with chest pain who is
scared to go to the hospital because they do not want to get the virus and then dies of a heart attack.
5

Woolf calls this “indirect mortality.” “The deaths aren’t literally caused by the virus itself but the
pandemic is claiming lives,” he says.
The numbers in Woolf’s study come from provisional death data, the kind that the CDC has not yet
checked for miscoding or other issues, so it comes with some degree of imprecision. What builds his
confidence in these results, however, is the fact that they have been replicated numerous times by his
group and others. “All serious analyses of these data are showing that the number of deaths we’re
hearing on the news is an undercount,” he says.

Read Our Latest Issue
Read Now
COVID-19 is now the third leading cause of death in the U.S. Whether the deaths add up to 218,511,
219,681 or 219,541—as reported by the CDC, Johns Hopkins University and the New York
Times, respectively, on October 19—it’s a staggering number of lives cut short.
Read more about the coronavirus outbreak from Scientific American here. And read coverage from
our international network of magazines here.
ADVERTISEMENT
Rights & Permissions
ABOUT THE AUTHOR(S)
Christie Aschwanden
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NEUROSCIENCE
The Science of Nerdiness

Peace ... (Inside ourselves first, then out there in the world, eh? :-)
Warmly,
Andy
Andy Hudak III
MSOTA Founding Member; Clinical Member #001; ATSA Clinical Member; MSOTA Legislative
Chair
PO Box 1763
Whitefish, MT 59937
w: (406) 862-1112 CONTACT Tanya (Admin Asst):
"Follow your heart but take your brain with you."
-- Alfred Adler
“We cannot make anyone else change. However, learning non-power and control relationship
skills within safe, empathetic, and compassionate relationships, almost always leads to choices
to grow towards our most resilient and integrated selves.” :-)
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This message [including any attachments] contains confidential
information intended for a specific individual and purpose, and is protected by law. If you
are not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. Any disclosure, copying, or
distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly
prohibited.

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andy <
Sunday, October 25, 2020 1:38 PM
Michelle Howke
Our Health Crisis and Policies

Greetings Michelle!
Andy Hudak here. Hope you have managed to stay warm this weekend?
Please distribute this letter to The Mayor and Council members.
I have previously commented to The County Health Board re how my personal freedom ends
at the point where I become a danger to another citizen. I HAVE NO RIGHT TO SPREAD A
DISEASE, and this disease does not care on what your position is!
I have also commented on the Supreme Court's similar ruling on the First Amendment (crying
fire in a crowded theater is not covered by the First Amendment due to potential harm!)
I have tried to evoke common sense within our health board by citing an analogy that if I
wanted to build a drain field that drains right onto my neighbor's lawn, that would and should
be against the law. (The only difference is that one has to do with me spreading disease and/or
negative consequences in the air, and the other is on the ground)
I will add that, in my view, there is as much moral culpability for those that enable any
narcissistic belief system that justifies harming others under the misled, and at times, deadly
consequences of such an all-encompassing belief system.
I hope you will consider the evidence in the article by going to the link that I enclosed below. It
is a very clear example for how masks, “bubble pods”, contact tracing, applied by skilled
teachers, are the very reason that it looks like the latest spikes in Europe and America are
directly traceable to the lack of these actions, ignoring these measures in the community and
at social events. Why schools have been incredibly successful and stayed open BECAUSE of
these Community Health strategies.
“Are The Risks Of Reopening Schools Exaggerated?”
Summary: Our Teachers, and those around the world are doing great, and this looks like why,
WORLDWIDE, and in the U S, Coronavirus Spikes ARE NOT HAPPENING BECAUSE OF SCHOOL
POLICIES re masks, social distancing, etc.!
1

https://www.npr.org/2020/10/21/925794511/were-the-risks-of-reopening-schoolsexaggerated
Anyone that endangers the public by either promoting the distorted views that I cover in this
letter needs to be stopped. (Frankly, I don't understand how any professional organization
that a medical professional belongs to wouldn't call a professional to the carpet through ethics
charges and the violation of the medical maxim; "Do No Harm"… Given the multiplicity of
areas of evidence that support mandatory masks, social distancing, contact tracing, etc.)
As a country, we are in the process of doubling the amount of deaths in this quarter that we
experienced in the first two. We are in danger of supporting policies that will end up killing
more Americans than died during World War II!
But this horrible outcome is not in written in stone. Each county that supports the data, and
stops enabling this false narrative that it's about freedom or free speech will be able to look
back in history, and know that they saved a huge amount of lives. To those who don't, well, I
feel bad about what their actions now will do to their feelings and experience later… (If and
when they ever get your perspective back from their current emotional, narcissistic-like
reasoning!) I think about Einstein and Robert Oppenheimer’s reactions to the first Atomic
Bomb being detonated! : (
The ability to believe one's story in a way that negates external data should not be tolerated in
those who hold the public trust in their hands, or those that enable them.
I have done my best to reach out to all people whom I believe are almost all well intended, in
hopes that I can help people see that they still have a chance to NOT be on the wrong side of
history, as I don't believe that anyone would intentionally kill our community members.
ALL NOW POSSESS the ability to be a part of the nationwide attempt to prevent the additional
deaths of hundreds of thousands of Americans through the practice of sound public health
guidelines. (There, of course, should be exceptions for some that cannot wear masks,
especially, since there are some alternatives, that, though often less effective, are still better
than nothing.)
Peace ... (Inside ourselves first, then out there in the world,
eh?
:-)
Warmly,
2

Andy
Andy Hudak III M.S. LCPC #57
Whitefish, Mt. 59937
Whitefish, MT 59937
For appointments and consultations, contact Tanya (Andy’s Admin Asst):

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jon Johnson
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:56 PM
Michelle Howke; citycouncil@kalispell.com
COVID concerns

To our elected representatives
As a physician who has cared for critically ill patients at both of our hospitals, I am dismayed and concerned that in spite
of Flathead County having the second highest infection rate in the state, our elected county officials are woefully lax in
taking demonstratively effective steps to protect our community. Our county health board in particular has failed us as
some members clearly have no respect for medical science.
I want to support our local business, but it is difficult when people refuse to be personally responsible in helping to keep
our community safe. I am confident that universal mask usage, practicing social distancing and limited sizes of
gatherings will lead to improved safety without shutting down our local community totally.
I would ask that you please enact local measures that will protect your citizens, both from Coronavirus infection and the
failures of our county officials.
Jon Johnson MD
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

mt s
Sunday, October 25, 2020 11:16 AM
Michelle Howke
Stop The Spread!

City Council:
Stop the spread! The measures that were take earlier this year were commendable however, there is an element out
there that needs to respond to stricter regulations.
There are many businesses in Whitefish that still don't strictly monitor the mask directive that was imposed. There are
visitors that still say that the directive doesn't apply to them. I only go out for essential business and I mask up. I avoid
the businesses that I have observed that do not enforce the mask directive. Are there that number of people who
cannot wear a mask because of health issues? If one camps out at Safeway for several hours at the Starbuck's lounge,
does this mean they don't have to mask up because they are drinking or eating for that amount of time?
Shall we explore Stage One restrictions?
Let Whitefish lead the way in stopping the spread.
Thank you,
Skeeter Johnston
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lee Tipton
Monday, October 26, 2020 1:51 PM
Michelle Howke
Whitefish seeks comments on City’s COVID: Response

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a response to COVID-19 potential restrictions! We Do Not want additional
restrictions that have already been stated currently. The main concern is typically those at risk that should be more
careful.
We are over 55 years of age and feel it is OUR own responsibility to protect ourselves and not have the City put further
restrictions that hurt many small businesses, people that NEED their jobs, and the stability of this beautiful city!
For those people that have underlying health issues they have many options available to them, such as calling or going
on line to order groceries to pickup or have delivered, Drive up pharmacies, pick up/delivery of restaurant food.
Clinics/Doctors are talking to their clients over the internet. It does NOT make sense to penalize so many!
Any place such as The Elderly Care places should be inspected more frequently for protocols to keep the residents safe.
My understanding is that airplanes spray the plane cabins with a similar spray like Microban 24 hour Bacteria spray
everyday that continues to work all day. Available at Walmart & not that expensive.

We DONOT feel it is necessary to close down Whitefish. Let the people make their own choice. Please Leave the
current mandate as is!
Thank you!
Ken & Lee Jackshaw

Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Catherine Kraft
Monday, October 26, 2020 8:52 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid

Please become the leaders in the valley and make covid risk reduction a priority. The county health department have
shown themselves to be fools, caving to the pressure of anti-maskers. Use science to make informed choices for
Whitefish. Reach out to the other local governments and get them to join you. Our lives and livelihood depend on this.
We no longer eat out or shop for non-essentials. I am cancelling my ski pass at Big Mountain. My husband was
diagnosed with ALS in January. I’m now a “senior” . My daughter, living next door, hopes to get pregnant. We are lucky
to be able to create a fairly safe bubble and have enough interests (and income) to be able to live this way. So many
don’t. Please step up and be the leaders you ought to be. Thanks for listening to my rant. Cathy Kraft. PS. We have a
Kalispell address but live by Farm to Market Pork and use both Kalispell and Whitefish services so I felt compelled to
reach out.
Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

karen larsen
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:15 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid-19 in our community

Mayor Muhlfeld and Council Members:
As a retired nurse practitioner, I am distressed that there is any reluctance to support and follow sound public
health principles in our individual communities and in our county to curb the spread of Covid-19. That said, it
has been encouraging to see the steps Whitefish has implemented.
Most businesses in Whitefish that I visit have supported mask wearing and social distancing; many provide
hand sanitizer for customers. Please continue the good job that you have done and continue to adjust guidelines
to reflect new information. Wearing a mask should have no meaning other than evidence that the wearer cares
about the health of whomever crosses their path.
A pandemic is not the time for rugged individualism, it is a time for all of us to make small sac rifices so that out
children can continue to attend school; our businesses continue to operate; healthcare workers are not stretched
beyond endurance nor our hospitals overwhelmed.
Thank you.
Karen Larsen, NP
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jon lemburg
Monday, October 26, 2020 7:46 AM
Michelle Howke
October 26 meeting.

I’m writing to urge the council not to implement any additional restrictions on local businesses or its citizens. Enough
harm has been done upon the local businesses and economy, further restrictions or reinstated previous restrictions will
only cause addition pain and suffering and delay the recovery of the local economy.
There’s ample directives and instruction for people to understand how to protect themselves and others, the proposed
restrictions are simply not warranted in my view.
Jon Lemburg
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

erica (lorenzen) lengacher <
Sunday, October 25, 2020 5:14 AM
Michelle Howke
RE: COVID-19 mitigation strategies

>

Hello Whitefish City Council Members,
First, I want to thank you for proactively addressing concerns regarding community spread of COVID-19. I understand that
you are all working overtime to manage the emergent needs within our community and I am grateful for your service.
As an ICU/COVID RN with a masters in public health, I am deeply concerned about the current state of COVID-19
incidence and prevalence in our community and the apparent lack of action of our county leadership. Though I believe the
County Health Officer and the commissioners should be providing leadership on this issue, they are not. With that in mind, I
support the actions of Whitefish City Council to help mitigate transmission.
In addition to encouraging behavioral change via consistent messaging (something I believe Whitefish has done well!), I urge
you to take prompt and decisive action to create structural change so that we may flatten the incidence curve. Evidence
suggests that large gatherings in indoor spaces (particularly where food and drink make masking impossible) are the most
potent venues of transmission, making group size restrictions an obvious target.
I understand that in the absence of adequate contact tracing and testing, we are limited in the impact we might have. I am also
acutely aware of the potential negative impact on businesses. However, I do believe it is the right thing to do to protect public
health. Again, I thank you for your work and I urge you to take action on behalf of the citizens of our town and the frontline
workers who are buckling under the strain of this pandemic.
All the best,
Erica Lengacher, RN, MPH
Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ashley Lohr
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:32 PM
Michelle Howke
Special City Council Meeting 10/26

Hello
To weigh in on tonight's proposed meeting points about further restrictions in Whitefish listed below
I find it unfortunate that we have gotten no response or support from the Flathead County Health Board and therefore
our WF City Council is continually needing to step in and try to protect its citizens from the balzen disregard of Flathead
County residents and businesses that deny the current crisis situation we are in.
It is unfortunate that this will raise the ire of citizens in this Valley who will rally against Whitefish for restricting
"freedom" but I believe that price is well worth the lives and health and safety of our citizens. If we do nothing we all
know Halloween in Whitefish will be a super-spreader event
I support all measures below but would only limit bars and restaurants to 75% capacity, but close them at 10 pm

Limiting bars, restaurants and casinos to 50% capacity, and closing no later
than 11:30 p.m.
• Avoid gathering in groups of more than 10 with proper social distancing.
• Encourage telework.
• Close common areas.
• Accommodate alternate work schedules and make special accommodations
for members of a vulnerable population or those with vulnerable household
members.
Thank you For your consideration
Ashley Lohr
1007 Mountain Park Drive
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, October 26, 2020 10:37 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid restrictions

Greetings Whitefish City Council members.

Civil liberties are guarantees that governments commit not to abridge, without due process, either by legislation or judicial
interpretation. Civil liberties may include the freedom of conscience, freedom of the press, freedom of religion, freedom of
expression, freedom of assembly, freedom of speech, right to privacy, right to equal treatment under the law. The right to
a fair trial, the right to life, the right to own property, the right to defend oneself, and the right to bodily integrity.
Please do not put any more undue burdens on our local businesses here in the Whitefish community. Loss of revenue will
result in lower taxes and reduced services for the citizens. If additional restrictions are put in place, my family will not visit
and do business in the Whitefish area while such measures remain in place. Was looking forward to the up coming ski
season, will not partake if the measures pass.
While I know you are looking to implement the coming restrictions for the Halloween weekend only, the temptation for
some to roll out more liberty destroying edicts will follow. The restrictions would be unenforceable.
We can take care of our own, like we have for generations. Don't quarantine healthy people, keep the sick isolated, let the
healthy, low risk go to school, and conduct business as usual. Use common sense!

Thank you for your time.
Dan Manson
Kalispell

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bonnie Mickelson
Friday, October 23, 2020 8:31 PM
Michelle Howke
Please this is gone to far, we are not suppose to be a communist country. people need
to stay home if they have health problems,Not take freedoms anyway from healthy
people. most people like colds and flues get over it,

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Millett
Friday, October 23, 2020 8:08 AM
Michelle Howke
Please, No More Restrictions

Councilors,
I write today to urge you to NOT implement any more restrictions beyond the current “Phase 2” restrictions the
governor has recommended.

***Instead of any emergency ordinance I strongly urge the Council publish a “Strong Statement” or “Resolution”
urging people to be careful over the holidays and take all necessary precautions to protect themselves, their families,
and the community.

Reasons I believe you should NOT implement any more restrictions in Whitefish and things to consider are:


Governor Bullock is already “cracking down” on businesses as of Thursday October 22, 2020.



Majestic Arena already voluntarily cancelled all their large gatherings till the end of the year. Yes, this facility
isn’t in Whitefish but it shows that self-policing works and they government intervention wasn’t needed.



Businesses would be unduly burdened financially due to loss of revenue (50% capacity limit, no more than 6 at a
table, no more standing at the bar, etc.)



Businesses may cancel events, lose revenue and lay-off workers.



The City could lose a good portion of the Resort Tax for the weekend.



Consider the MENTAL WELL-BEING of business owners and workers alike due to loss of patrons and revenue.



Where is the SCIENCE to justify restricting freedom and liberties?



Religious freedom issues are at stake.



Where liberties are restricted there must be a ‘compelling government interest’. What is the ‘compelling
government interest’ here?



Why would schools and childcare facilities be exempt? This is unequal treatment under the law.



Restrictions would be unenforceable. The city attorney, Angie Jacobs, has admitted to this during your October
19, 2020 Working Session Meeting.

Thank you for your time.
1

Thomas Millett
406-212-3613

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jacklyn Minichiello
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:22 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID RESTRICTIONS

I think phase 1 should go back into effect. As well as a 14 day quarantine should be in effect until the beginning of
December for all out of state traveler. I feel as though most cases have come from people visiting the area.
J.
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Don Montgomery
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:01 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID-19 response

Please consider recommendations by state and county health to slow the spike in coronavirus. It is overloading our
hospital and healthcare workers Enforcing mask Wearing and limited gatherings will allow Businesses to stay open and
employees to stay employed Thank you Don Montgomery Whitefish, MT
Iphone enabled msg.
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terri Montogomery
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:21 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid 19 response

Please consider recommendations by state and county health to slow the spike in coronavirus. It is overloading our
hospitals and healthcare workers.
Many are our friends and relatives.
Enforcing mask wearing and limited gatherings will allow businesses to stay open and employees to stay employed .
Please up hold recommendations.
Thank you
Terri Montgomery RN
Whitefish MT
.
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Melinda C Morison
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:18 AM
Michelle Howke
Increased Covid 19 Restrictions Must be Implemented Immediately!

Dear Mayor Mulhfeld and City Council Members –
We are writing to express our support for increased Covid 19 restrictions in Whitefish to be implemented as soon as
possible. The dramatic rise in cases in the last month and pleas for these restrictions from our health care professionals
demand action from you to protect the citizens of Whitefish. An enforced mask mandate, increased restrictions on bars
and restaurants capacity and hours of service and a reduction in allowed public gatherings is necessary NOW to protect
us all from a worsening situation. The problem with allowing a minority of people with controversial views to set the
public health agenda in this case is that we will all suffer the consequences. If we want to continue to allow businesses
and more importantly, our schools, to remain open we must ALL make some sacrifices now. The potential for this next
weekend to be a superspreader event is mind boggling – limiting bars to closing at 11:30 hardly seems effective – we
think more restrictive measures are called for in light of the record number of cases being recorded every day here. We
also think that more restrictive measures like we had in the spring could allow health care professionals the space to get
on top of these increasing cases.
We thank you for serving on the City Council and urge you to do the right thing for the public health of our citizens.
Sincerely,
Bruce & Melinda Morison
Whitefish, MT 59937
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kerry Nagel
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:25 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid

Just a quick note to say I appreciate how our Whitefish City Council has kept a strong and sane view of the Covid crisis
and our parts to play in the flattening of its curve.
As a caregiver, I work daily with our most vulnerable citizens, and am vigilant about my daily round. I take note of which
businesses have taken the time, cost, and effort to make their places safe, and those are the only businesses I give my
hard-earned money to.
If our national leaders and the local leaders around us are not d oing their best to keep us safe and healthy, it is up to our
little town to be the torch bearers. Please know that your work is noticed, valued, and supported.
Kerry Nagel
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald Olson
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:20 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid response

To the Whitefish City Council,
We truly appreciate your diligence regarding the COVID- 19 pandemic. As natives of Whitefish we believe the only way to
curb the outbreak in our area is to mandate further restrictions to individuals and businesses. What has always
maintained our uniqueness is the ability to rise together to overcome difficulties as a community.We support your
efforts and thank you for your service.
Ron & Linda Olson

Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steve Pardini
Monday, October 26, 2020 4:46 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid closure

This spring the city of whitefish did not seem too concerned for our local population, when they opened the city up to
anyone from "hot zones" out of state, to come here and spend money, and spread this virus through our city!! Now the
city wants to "shut it down" for the local population?? What a bunch of arrogant money grubbers!!! Now that the out of
staters have come here spread this cold virus around, and a majority have gone back to where they came from, you
want to try and "slow the spread" by shutting down businesses who are already struggling. What about schools,
churches, grocery stores and fitness centers??? Apparently, you seem to be biased in your thinking!! Either shut every
business down or leave things as they are....covid doesn't start spread ing itself at 10 pm!! This seems to be a clear attack
on certain types of businesses only!! This is America!! Not communist china!! None of you on the city council are
qualified to make these determinations on what to do to control this cold virus!! Your idea to limit times and crowd size
is asinine and a knee jerk reaction!! Leave businesses to do their business or shut them ALL down!!!
Thanks
Steven Pardini
Whitefish resident
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jodi Petlin
Saturday, October 24, 2020 8:03 PM
Michelle Howke
Ordinance No. 20-__; An Emergency Ordinance establishing restrictions upon businesses
to help limit the spread of COVID-19

Dear City of Whitefish,
My name is Jodi Petlin. My business, Shanti Yoga, opened in 2006 on Central Avenue.
I and the teachers at my studio are in favor of Ordinance No. 20. We all have to do our part in managing the spread of
COVID19 to keep each other safe. To thrive, our community must be healthy. We pull over for ambulances and stop at
red lights, all in the name of safety and helping keep others safe. We believe in following the scientific evidence, which
says wearing a mask and social distancing help significantly to minimize the spread.
Since Covid, we shifted and teach our public classes remotely (on Zoom), and It has definitely created an economic
hardship for my business and the teachers. Even so, there is a bigger picture here, and our collective health and
protecting the most vulnerable in our community takes precedence.
Much gratitude to our Mayor and the City Council Members for everything you do.
Best wishes,
Jodi Petlin
Sent from my iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Judy Pettinato
Monday, October 26, 2020 12:51 PM
Michelle Howke
covid 19 restrictions

Dear City Council,
Thank you for keeping us safe from the pandemic.
Having lost a relative to this ugly disease and one relative a long haul survivor, Russ and I appreciate anything you can do
to keep us safe.

We are both elderly and immune compromised. We follow all Dr. Fauci's rules. masks, social distance, washing hands;
no bars, restaurants, gyms or gatherings.
We feel fairly safe at Safeway and like the 7-9 am senior time.
That is all we do outside of our home besides doctors and necessary items. We have not seen our 3 boys or our 4
grandchildren for one year.
Keep up the good work!
Sincerely, Judy and Russ Pettinato
Whitefish, MT

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dina Rose <
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:40 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID-19

Thank you for all your hard working keeping our community safe. I am writing to ask, as a resident of Whitefish, that we
continue to listen to doctors and public health professionals concerning the importance of wearing masks, continuing to
keep appropriate social distances and enforcing small gatherings.
We are in a crisis with COVID-19. Cases and hospitalizations in the Flathead Valley are on the rise. It’s important to me,
and to the vitality of our community, that we are able to keep businesses and schools open. However, this can only
happen if we practice all the safety measures: Masks. Social distancing. Small gatherings. These are a MUST.
Again, thank you for everything you are doing during this difficult time.

———————————
Dina Rose, PhD

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terry Rymer
Monday, October 26, 2020 8:40 AM
Michelle Howke
covid mask

I live at 600 wisconsin ave and shop daily at the Alpine mrkt it is my experience that every day I shop, there are
numerous individuals not wearing mask's. All but one of the employee's are wearing mask's and he is doing the
stocking. Every time I go in there numerous customer's are not wearing mask's and not social distancing. there is a sign
at the entrance but not in a visible position. I tried to contact Flathead Health Dept but was advised to contact the State
attorney general who the advised me to contact another dept. where I left a message and never received a reply. The
same situation applies at Marcus Foods, but there some of the employees aren't wearing mask's. Is there anything that
can be done to remedy this proplem.
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katja Schalbetter <
Monday, October 26, 2020 1:51 PM
Michelle Howke
Action - now!

Dear members of the Whitefish council
I am baffled at the inaction of the council as of recent days. Increasing COVID-19 numbers will eventually lead to overstretched resources at our hospitals. Increasing numbers mean that the virus unavoidably gets to more vulnerable
populations. As numbers in Europe are increasing every local authority and even on national levels restrictions are
imposed. The goal of the restrictions is to keep businesses and schools open - we all agree that this is desirable. I request
that you take action to reduce group size in Whitefish (how about no more then 15 people like ordered in Switzerland
right now with comparable per capita counts?), enforce the existing mask mandate and encourage the citizens of
Whitefish to keep at least a six feet distance when in contact with other people. Act now and avoid that our facilities
have to deal with the effects of a fun and social Halloween!
With unified leadership this does not have to end in a total mayhem.
Thank you for taking the responsiblity that you have been given seriously! Protect the people of Whitefish!
Katja Schalbetter, Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ben Schwartz
Sunday, October 25, 2020 9:11 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid-19

To Whom it May Concern,
I am writing to you because I am concerned about the health and safety of the Flathead due to the way covid- 19 is being
disregarded as a serious threat by some members and officials in the community along with the lack of enforcement of
guidelines that have been outlined by health officials. I know many people are fighting against the misperceptions and
misinformation running rampant, and doing their best to protect us and I owe thanks to Tamalee St. James Robinson
and the health department for all of their hard work!
Because of ostentatious normalization of blatant disregard of or disbelief in the seriousness of covid-19 and it's far
reaching impacts, I feel the urgent need to voice my opinion that the enforcement of guidelines for wearing masks,
social distancing and limiting of numbers in gatherings are crucial to prevent further unnecessary infections, deaths, and
strain on hospitals and staff of all essential businesses. It would be great to keep schools and businesses open but not at
the expense of endangering people's lives and livelihoods. This can only be so if guidelines informed by the expertise of
public health officials are enforced.
Thank you so much for your time,
Ben Schwartz
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Jane
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:33 AM
Michelle Howke
Comment

I am in favor of the city council doing whatever is necessary to reduce the spread of COVID including but not limited to:

Limiting bars, restaurants and casinos to 50% capacity, and closing no later
than 11:30 p.m.
• Avoid gathering in groups of more than 10 with proper social distancing.
• Encourage telework.
• Close common areas.
• Accommodate alternate work schedules and make special accommodations
for members of a vulnerable population or those with vulnerable household
members.

Maryjane Seefeldt

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Deborah Sheldahl
Monday, October 26, 2020 7:17 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID Response

I support increased restrictions in response to the increase in COVID restrictions. I am very concerned.
I live at The Monterra in the southern part of the city. I have been lobbying the Board for mandatory mask wearing in
our clubhouse. So far, I have been treated as a crank and ignored, or criticized, for my concern. I hate to see legal
restrictions but that seems to be the only way to make some people listen to the scientists recommendations.
Deborah Sheldahl

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Heidi Shors
Saturday, October 24, 2020 12:18 PM
Michelle Howke
Help the hospital

My husband and I are both physicians. We need the Montana people to help decrease the number of Covid cases in the
hospital so we have resources and beds to take care of all the locals. We take care of Republicans, Democrats,
Libertarians and anyone else or in between! Please help the people of Montana, your neighbors, friends, and family.
Help means wearing a mask and no large groups more than 10 and hopefully less. We just need the hospital to have the
capacity to help all people. Please help your own with us Healthcare givers.
Thank you, Drs Heidi and Andy Shors
Sent from my iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Luann Sievers
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 6:52 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid-19 Restrictions

I support enacting more stringent restrictions to combat the spread of Covid-19. With winter fast approaching, the
current uptick in cases probably will continue and threaten to overwhelm the health care system. How about taking an
intermediate step or two such as reducing allowable capacities from 75 to 50 percent?
Regards,
Roger Sievers
Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Craig Solem
Monday, October 26, 2020 8:45 AM
Michelle Howke
Emergency City Council Meeting on COVID 19 Safety Considerations

Dear Council Members,
As a Whitefish resident I strongly support any strict measures the council wants to put in place to limit social
interactions and the exploding spread of COVID 19 in our state and region. The COVID 19 crisis needs to be gotten
under control as a priority over economic concerns of non-essential businesses like restaurants, casinos and bars. I ask
you to error on the side of too many controls than too little as the Flathead County leaders have done under the unwise
influence of Dr Bukacek. The overwhelming majority of health care and scientific community experts on infectious
disease is for mask wearing, social distancing, group sizes and reducing non-essential social interfaces to protect our
citizens’ collective health. This is not a political issue, it is a public health issue and as public officials I urge you to make
sound and safe decisions for the citizens and visitors to our community. Not all members of our community and visitors
are making sound decisions on social interfaces and mask wearing.
I am a Montana native that served for 34 years as an officer in the US Navy and was faced with making challenging
and safe decisions. I urge you all to take a strong and safe stance on protecting the Whitefish community and reducing
the COVID spread and number of hospitalizations.
I would like to see businesses and schools to stay open, but that should only continue if we insist on wearing masks,
social distancing, and smaller gatherings. Reducing the hours of bars, restaurants and casinos would help some people
to make more sound judgments and limiting social interactions.
Thanks for your leadership and attention in addressing this mater.
Respectfully,
Craig Solem
Captain, US Navy (retired)
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dave Swaim
Sunday, October 25, 2020 1:49 AM
Michelle Howke
Proposed Business Restrictions

Whitefish City Council,
I moved to Flathead County in 2018. One of the primary reasons that I selected this area was that government overreach
and hostility toward business had grown so egregious in my previous state of residence that the micro- management and
corruption was intolerable and Montana had a much friendlier reputation. However, I quickly learned to avoid
Whitefish. Your current attempts to further restrict businesses cast a somber mood on the entire valley at a time when
hostility and restrictions toward small business has been catastrophic for so many.

Dave Swaim
Flathead County

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nancy Tigue
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:00 AM
Michelle Howke
Fwd: A plea for our common good

> Dear Whitefish Mayor and City Council,
>
> I am a resident of Whitefish for the past 27 years.
>
> I thank you for all your hard work in the face of many obstacles.
> You lead us with integrity and wisdom.
> I urge you to continue to take the necessary steps to protect all our citizens during this health crisis as Covid -19 cases
increase at an alarming rate.
>
> Please do not succumb to the pressures from the conspiracy theorists who are attempting to undermine science and
the importance of wearing masks, social distancing and limiting the size of gatherings.
>
> Sincerely,
> Nancy Tigue
>
>
>
>
> Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jana Todd
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:30 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid restrictions

I am writing to express my support of imposing more restrictions due to the frightening rise in cases of covid-19 in our
community. I honestly believe it is long overdue.
Jana Steck
Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amelia Urbanski
Saturday, October 24, 2020 5:53 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID 19 Precautions

Annie Bukacek is embarrassing our valley on a national level. Her political antics are discouraging tourists from visiting
which is impacting the local economy. The rise in COVID cases is stifling the economy and overcrowding our hospital and
healthcare facilities. We need decisive action to flatten the curve. Our small businesses are losing money as employees
are having to quarantine from exposure or stay home after contracting COVID.
There are not "two sides" to protecting the Flathead Valley from COVID-19. There is prevention and denial. Which one
are you supporting? Do you support national political identities or hardworking local business owners and healthcare
workers?
I would like to extend my gratitude to the few local leaders that have been fighting for our valley instead of fighting for
one woman’s rise to political fame.
Amelia Urbanski
Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stacy Valner
Saturday, October 24, 2020 7:58 AM
Michelle Howke
covid

I am deeply disappointed in Whitefish for not doing a better job of mandating more closures and restrictions. While a
great job was done during the spring, now it is just reckless and irresponsible. If you don’t get a handle on things soon,
once Big Mountain opens for ski season, this perfect place is going to see an even worse condition going forward. I am
so frustrated and disappointed in the leadership of town. Congratulations on being featured in an article in the LA times
this morning for a lack of leadership and being guided by a doctor who is not listening to the science.
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-10-24/whitefish-montana-coronavirus-outbreak
Stand up and lead!!! What the rest of the valley does is not important.

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susan Wagner
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:08 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID -19 crisis

We are certainly facing an urgent health crisis with the COVID-19 numbers we are seeing each day in our county. Our
percentages of active and new cases rival New York City when it was at its worst, and yet nothing more is being done to
prevent more new cases; instead our county commissioners are bowing to the loud, active minority calling for an end to
enforced mask wearing. While I appreciate their sincerity, I fear it is greatly misplaced. We are desperately in need of
greater restrictions to prevent the further spread of COVID-19. Soon our hospitals will be unable to care for the
numbers of people in need of help, not to mention the long term health implications that we are only starting to see
from this virus. I understand the importance of maintaining our local economy, but it must be balanced by the health
and safety needs of our community. Certainly we can do more to limit numbers of people at gatherings and enforce
mask requirements without putting local companies out of business. If we want to see schools and businesses able to
remain open, we need to take this health crisis more seriously.
Thank you for your consideration,
Susan Wagner
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

JAMES WEBER
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:02 PM
Andy Feury; Michelle Howke
please - vote no

OH, MY GOODNESS .....
There is TOO MUCH PANDEMIC-MANIA, and the numbers are decreasing.............. besides being false and not
that high - in the first place. (There is no REAL test that is certified and reliable for CV-19, you know.) I am a
Naturopath, and we are doing okay with COVID ............. being less than a cold, in many cases. PLEASE
CHANGE the rules, and do not make MORE RESTRICTIVE RULES AT ALL (esp. eliminating large numbers of
people in these fall and winter special times, restricting restaurant capacity, etc., etc.). Help us to get RID of
the FEAR, getting back to normal in Montana. DO NOT let your people down, and - HAVE A BACKBONE - to
eliminate all the hyped-up fear manifestations, PLEASE. I could give you TONS of statistics, but - you KNOW IT
..... and I KNOW YOU KNOW IT, and MANY KNOW YOU KNOW IT - - - - that the masks CREATE health
problems, lockdowns stop economies, and - the holidays around Flathead County deserve JOY. JOY - - - - NOT
FEAR and governmental red tape. NO HOLIDAY MONEY will be spent in Whitefish - - - - if we hear of extra
restrictions. THANK YOU, and bless you, Suzanne Weber, West Valley (between Whitefish and Kalispell), MT.
Sent from Outlook
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kevin Bauman
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:45 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid response

The county's (and the state) Covid-19 response has been pretty poor. Our numbers were great at the end of May. Now,
we, along with the Dakota's seem to be leading the nation in increases in infection.
The city is going to have to take the lead and take action, as the health board seems to have their heads in the sand.
Kevin Bauman
www.kevinbauman.com
www.studio4130.com
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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THESE are the times that try men's souls . The summer soldier
and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis , shrink from the
service of their country ; but he that stands by it now, deserves
the love and thanks of man and woman . Tyranny, like hell, is
not easily conquered ; yet we have thi s consolation with us, that
the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph . What we
obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that
gives every thing its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper
price upon its goods; and it would be strange indeed if so
celestial an article as FRE EDOM should not be highly rated .
Britain, with an army to enforce her tyranny , has declared that
she has a right (not only to TAX) but "to BIND us in ALL CAS ES
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WHATSOEVER" and if being bound in that manner, is not
slavery , then is th ere not such a thing as slavery upon earth .
Even the expression is impious; for so unlimited a power can
belong only to God .
Whether the independence of the continent was declared too

OPEN

soon , or delayed too long, I will not now enter into as an
argument; my own simple opinion is, that had it been eight
month s earlier, it would have been much better. We did not
make a proper use of last winter, neither could we , while we
were in a dependent state. However, the fault, if it were one,
was all our own [NOTE]; we have none to blame but ourselves.
But no great deal is lost yet. All th at Howe has been doing for

6
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this month past, is rather a ravage than a conquest, which the
spirit of the Jerseys, a year ago, would have quickly repulsed ,
and which time and a little resolution will soon recover.
I have as little superstition in me as any man living, but my
secret opinion has ever been, and still is, that God Almighty will
not give up a people to military destruction, or leave them
unsupportedly to perish , who have so earnestly and so
repeatedly sought to avoid the calamities of war, by every
decent method which wisdom could invent. Neither have I so
much of the infidel in me, as to suppose that He has
relinquished the government of the world, and given us up to
the care of devils; and as I do not, I cannot see on what
grounds the king of Britain can look up to heaven for help
against us: a common murderer, a highwayman, or a housebreaker, has as good a pretence as he.
'Tis surprising to see how rapidly a panic will sometimes run
through a country. All nations and ages have been subject to
them. Britain has trembled like an ague at the report of a French
fleet of flat-bottomed boats; and in the fourteenth [fifteenth]
century the whole English army, after ravaging the kingdom of
France, was driven back like men petrified with fear; and this
brave exploit was performed by a few broken forces collected
and headed by a woman, Joan of Arc. Would that heaven might
inspire some Jersey maid to spirit up her countrymen, and save
her fair fellow sufferers from ravage and ravishment! Yet panics,
in some cases , have their uses; they produce as much good as
hurt. Their duration is always short; the mind soon grows
through them, and acquires a firmer habit than before. But their
peculiar advantage is, that they are the touchstones of sincerity
and hypocrisy, and bring things and men to light, which might
otherwise have lain forever undiscovered . In fact, they have the
same effect on secret traitors, which an imaginary apparition
would have upon a private murderer. They sift out the hidden
thoughts of man, and hold them up in public to the world. Many
a disguised Tory has lately shown his head , that shall
penitentially solemnize with curses the day on which Howe
arrived upon the Delaware.
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As I was with the troops at Fort Lee , and marched with them to
the edge of Pennsylvania , I am well acquainted with many
circumstances , which those who live at a distance know but
little or nothing of. Our situation there was exceedingly
cramped, the place being a narrow neck of land between the
North River and the Hackensack. Our force was inconsiderable,
being not one-fourth so great as Howe could bring against us.
We had no army at hand to have relieved the garrison , had we
shut ourselves up and stood on our defence. Our ammunition ,
light artillery , and the best part of our stores, had been
removed, on the apprehension that Howe would endeavor to
penetrate the Jerseys, in which case Fort Lee could be of no
use to us; for it must occur to every thinking man , whether in the
army or not, that these kind of field forts are only for temporary
purposes, and last in use no longer than the enemy directs his
force against the particular object which such forts are raised to
defend. Such was our situation and condition at Fort Lee on the
morning of the 20th of November, when an officer arrived with
information that the enemy with 200 boats had landed about
seven miles above; Major General [Nathaniel] Green, who
commanded the garrison, immediately ordered them under
arms , and sent express to General Washington at the town of
Hackensack, distant by the way of the ferry= six miles . Our first
object was to secure the bridge over the Hackensack, which
laid up the river between the enemy and us, about six miles
from us, and three from them . General Washington arrived in
about three-quarters of an hour, and marched at the head of the
troops towards the bridge, which place I expected we should
have a brush for; however, they did not choose to dispute it with
us, and the greatest part of our troops went over the bridge , the
rest over the ferry , except some which passed at a mill on a
small creek, between the bridge and the ferry, and made their
way through some marshy grounds up to the town of
Hackensack, and there passed the river. We brought off as
much baggage as the wagons could contain, the rest was lost.
The simple object was to bring off the garrison, and march them
on till they could be strengthened by the Jersey or Pennsylvania
militia, so as to be enabled to make a stand . We staid four days
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at Newark, collected our out-posts with some of the Jersey
militia, and marched out twice to meet the enemy, on being
informed that they were advancing, though our numbers were
greatly inferior to theirs . Howe, in my little opinion, committed a
great error in generalship in not throwing a body of forces off
from Staten Island through Amboy, by which means he might
have seized all our stores at Brunswick, and intercepted our
march into Pennsylvania; but if we believe the power of hell to
be limited, we must likewise believe that their agents are under
some providential control.
I shall not now attempt to give all the particulars of our retreat to
the Delaware; suffice it for the present to say, that both officers
and men, though greatly harassed and fatigued , frequently
without rest, covering, or provision, the inevitable consequences
of a long retreat, bore it with a manly and martial spirit. All their
wishes centred in one, which was, that the country would turn
out and help them to drive the enemy back. Voltaire has
remarked that King William never appeared to full advantage
but in difficulties and in action ; the same remark may be made
on General Washington , for the character fits him. There is a
natural firmness in some minds which cannot be unlocked by
trifles, but which, when unlocked , discovers a cabinet of
fortitude; and I reckon it among those kind of public blessings ,
which we do not immediately see, that God hath blessed him
with uninterrupted health, and given him a mind that can even
flourish upon care.
I shall conclude this paper with some miscellaneous remarks on
the state of our affairs; and shall begin with asking the following
question, Why is it that the enemy have left the New England
provinces, and made these middle ones the seat of war? The
answer is easy: New England is not infested with Tories , and
we are. I have been tender in raising the cry against these men ,
and used numberless arguments to show them their danger, but
it will not do to sacrifice a world either to their folly or their
baseness. The period is now arrived, in which either they or we
must change our sentiments , or one or both must fall. And what
is a Tory? Good God! What is he? I should not be afraid to go
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with a hundred Whigs against a thousand Tories, were they to
attempt to get into arms. Every Tory is a coward; for servile,
slavish, self-interested fear is the foundation of Toryism; and a
man under such influence, though he may be cruel, never can
be brave.
But, before the line of irrecoverable separation be drawn
between us, let us reason the matter together: Your conduct is
an invitation to the enemy, yet not one in a thousand of you has
heart enough to join him . Howe is as much deceived by you as
the American cause is injured by you . He expects you will all
take up arms, and flock to his standard, with muskets on your
shoulders. Your opinions are of no use to him, unless you
support him personally , for 'tis soldiers , and not Tories, that he
wants.
I once felt all that kind of anger, which a man ought to feel,
against the mean principles that are held by the Tories: a noted
one, who kept a tavern at Amboy, was standing at his door, with
as pretty a child in his hand , about eight or nine years old, as I
ever saw, and after speaking his mind as freely as he thought
was prudent, finished with this unfatherly expression, "Well! give
me peace in my day." Not a man lives on the continent but fully
believes that a separation must some time or other finally take
place, and a generous parent should have said, "If there must
be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may have peace;"
and this single reflection , well applied, is sufficient to awaken
every man to duty. Not a place upon earth might be so happy
as America. Her situation is remote from all the wrangling world ,
and she has nothing to do but to trade with them. A man can
distinguish himself between temper and principle, and I am as
confident, as I am that God governs the world , that America will
never be happy till she gets clear of foreign dominion. Wars,
without ceasing , will break out till that period arrives, and the
continent must in the end be conqueror; for though the flame of
liberty may sometimes cease to shine, the coal can never
expire.
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America did not, nor does not want force; but she wanted a
proper application of that force . Wisdom is not the purchase of a
day, and it is no wonder that we should err at the first setting off.
From an excess of tenderness , we were unwilling to raise an
army, and trusted our cause to the temporary defence of a wellmeaning militia. A summer's experience has now taught us
better; yet with those troops, while they were collected, we were
able to set bounds to the progress of the enemy, and , thank
God! they are again assembling. I always considered militia as
the best troops in the world for a sudden exertion, but they will
not do for a long campaign. Howe, it is probable, will make an
attempt on this city [Philadelphia]; should he fail on this side the
Delaware, he is ruined. If he succeeds, our cause is not ruined .
He stakes all on his side against a part on ours; admitting he
succeeds, the consequence will be, that armies from both ends
of the continent will march to assist their suffering friends in the
middle states; for he cannot go everywhere, it is impossible. I
consider Howe as the greatest enemy the Tories have; he is
bringing a war into their country, which, had it not been for him
and partly for themselves, they had been clear of. Should he
now be expelled, I wish with all the devotion of a Christian, that
the names of Whig and Tory may never more be mentioned ; but
should the Tories give him encouragement to come, or
assistance if he come , I as sincerely wish that our next year's
arms may expel them from the continent, and the Congress
appropriate their possessions to the relief of those who have
suffered in well-doing . A single successful battle next year will
settle the whole . America could carry on a two years' war by the
confiscation of the property of disaffected persons , and be
made happy by their expulsion. Say not that this is revenge, call
it rather the soft resentment of a suffering people , who, having
no object in view but the good of all , have staked their own all
upon a seemingly doubtful event. Yet it is folly to argue against
determined hardness; eloquence may strike the ear, and the
language of sorrow draw forth the tear of compassion, but
nothing can reach the heart that is steeled with prejudice .
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Quitting this class of men, I turn with the warm ardor of a friend
to those who have nobly stood, and are yet determined to stand
the matter out: I call not upon a few, but upon all : not on this
state or that state, but on every state: up and help us; lay your
shoulders to the wheel; better have too much force than too
little, when so great an object is at stake. Let it be told to the
future world, that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope
and virtue could survive, that the city and the country, alarmed
at one common danger, came forth to meet and to repulse it.
Say not that thousands are gone, turn out your tens of
thousands; throw not the burden of the day upon Providence ,
but "show your faith by your works ," that God may bless you. It
matters not where you live, or what rank of life you hold , the evil
or the blessing will reach you all. The far and the near, the
home counties and the back, the rich and the poor, will suffer or
rejoice alike . The heart that feels not now is dead ; the blood of
his children will curse his cowardice, who shrinks back at a time
when a little might have saved the whole, and made them
happy. I love the man that can smile in trouble, that can gather
strength from distress, and grow brave by reflection . 'Tis the
business of little minds to shrink; but he whose heart is firm , and
whose conscience approves his conduct, will pursue his
principles unto death . My own line of reasoning is to myself as
straight and clear as a ray of light. Not all the treasures of the
world , so far as I believe, could have induced me to support an
offensive war, for I think it murder; but if a thief breaks into my
house, burns and destroys my property, and kills or threatens to
kill me, or those that are in it, and to "bind me in all cases
whatsoever" to his absolute will, am I to suffer it? What signifies
it to me, whether he who does it is a king or a common man ; my
countryman or not my countryman; whether it be done by an
individual villain, or an army of them? If we reason to the root of
things we shall find no difference; neither can any just cause be
assigned why we should punish in the one case and pardon in
the other. Let them call me rebel and welcome, I feel no
concern from it; but I should suffer the misery of devils, were I to
make a whore of my soul by swearing allegiance to one whose
character is that of a sottish , stupid, stubborn , worthless , brutish
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man. I conceive likewise a horrid idea in receiving mercy from a
being, who at the last day shall be shrieking to the rocks and
mountains to cover him, and fleeing with terror from the orphan,
the widow, and the slain of America.
There are cases which cannot be overdone by language, and
this is one. There are persons , too, who see not the full extent
of the evil which threatens them; they solace themselves with
hopes that the enemy, if he succeed, will be merciful. It is the
madness of folly, to expect mercy from those who have refused
to do justice; and even mercy, where conquest is the object, is
only a trick of war; the cunning of the fox is as murderous as the
violence of the wolf, and we ought to guard equally against
both. Howe's first object is, partly by threats and partly by
promises, to terrify or seduce the people to deliver up their arms
and receive mercy. The ministry recommended the same plan
to Gage, and this is what the tories call making their peace, "a
peace which passeth all understanding" indeed! A peace which
would be the immediate forerunner of a worse ruin than any we
have yet thought of. Ye men of Pennsylvania, do reason upon
these things! Were the back counties to give up their arms, they
would fall an easy prey to the Indians, who are all armed : this
perhaps is what some Tories would not be sorry for. Were the
home counties to deliver up their arms, they would be exposed
to the resentment of the back counties who would then have it
in their power to chastise their defection at pleasure. And were
any one state to give up its arms, that state must be garrisoned
by all Howe's army of Britons and Hessians to preserve it from
the anger of the rest. Mutual fear is the principal link in the chain
of mutual love, and woe be to that state that breaks the
compact. Howe is mercifully inviting you to barbarous
destruction, and men must be either rogues or fools that will not
see it. I dwell not upon the vapors of imagination ; I bring reason
to you r ears , and, in language as plain as A, B, C, hold up truth
to your eyes.
I thank God, that I fear not. I see no real cause for fear. I know
our situation well , and can see the way out of it. While our army
was collected , Howe dared not risk a battle ; and it is no credit to
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him that he decamped from the White Plains, and waited a
mean opportunity to ravage the defenceless Jerseys; but it is
great credit to us, that, with a handful of men, we sustained an
orderly retreat for near an hundred miles, brought off our
ammunition, all our field pieces, the greatest part of our stores ,
and had four rivers to pass . None can say that our retreat was
precipitate, for we were near three weeks in performing it, that
the country might have time to come in . Twice we marched
back to meet the enemy, and remained out till dark. The sign of
fear was not seen in our camp, and had not some of the
cowardly and disaffected inhabitants spread false alarms
through the country, the Jerseys had never been ravaged . Once
more we are again collected and collecting; our new army at
both ends of the continent is recruiting fast, and we shall be
able to open the next campaign with sixty thousand men , well
armed and clothed . This is our situation, and who will may know
it. By perseverance and fortitude we have the prospect of a
glorious issue; by cowardice and submission , the sad choice of
a variety of evils - a ravaged country - a depopulated city habitations without safety, and slavery without hope - our
homes turned into barracks and bawdy-houses for Hessians,
and a future race to provide for, whose fathers we shall doubt
of. Look on this picture and weep over it! and if there yet
remains one thoughtless wretch who believes it not, let him
suffer it unlamented .
December 23, 1776

Footnotes :

The present winter is worth an age, if rightly employed ; but, if
lost or neglected , the whole continent will partake of the evil ;
and there is no punishment that man does not deserve, be he
who, or what, or where he will , that may be the means of
sacrificing a season so precious and useful.
Back to text
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Yvonne Corbett
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:45 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID

Dear Whitefish City Council and Mayor,
Please do the right thing and support public health measures to slow the spread of COVID. This is not about
politics...this is about medicine and science. Thank you. Yvonne Corbett
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sue Harding
Monday, October 26, 2020 12:21 PM
Michelle Howke
Mask Wearing Mandate

To Who It May Concern,
Please maintain and strengthen the mask mandate in Whitefish to keep businesses open and people from transmitting
COVID. I work at the Soroptimist Thrift Haus and appreciate having consistent rules about mask wearing for ALL
customers.
Sue Harding
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Alice Infelise
Monday, October 26, 2020 4:08 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid restrictions
doc02059120201023111845.pdf

Dear Michelle,
I see the council is again considering further restrictions regarding Covid. Near the beginning of all this, we were told that
if 50% of the people wore masks, it would be over in a month and if 80% wore masks it would be over in 2 weeks. Seems
like at least 90% wear masks and it is still getting worse according to the media. Apparently they were wrong as "they"
have been all along. We've been given more and more restrictions as this thing progresses. Also in the beginning, "they"
wanted to "flatten the curve". Any mathematician knows that if you flatten a curve, you extend it, which is what has been
done and now all you politicians are crying foul on us. You have destroyed lives (the suicide rate is off the charts), ruined
businesses, cost people their homes and jobs and for what? Apparently that hasn't worked either, yet you continue on
this path. The definition of neurosis is doing the same thing over and over and expecting different results. Everyone
mandating these measures falls into that category. It will run it's course, no matter how many lives they destroy --- in the
name of health, yeah, right.
Instead of hurting people, why don't you try helping them. This is a flu with a more than 99% recovery rate. The health
department that knows nothing about health is running our lives. Why don't they tell people how to build their immune
systems to fight off this flu which you call a terrible disease? I can think of numerous things people can do to build their
immune systems, but those things are not put forth. Why? Because it doesn't fit your agenda of power and control.
I have attached an extremely well researched and documented paper on masks and respirators and why they don't work.
I hope all of you will take the time to read this, even though it is not your point of view and does not fit your agenda.
Thank you,
Alice Infelise

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



Pati Kearns
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:24 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid 19 safety and my request to you

Dear Mayor and Council Members,

My family has had a cabin outside of Essex for the last 45 years. We have been coming up here every year for all
of that time and love Montana. We recently became residents of beautiful Whitefish; a dream come true. My
husband and I live with my son, daughter in law, and our little grandchildren.

We have been disheartened to see so many folks in Montana not wearing masks and not taking Covid 19
precautions seriously. This is frightening, as my husband and I are in our elder years and are more vulnerable to
this disease that has taken so many lives. We certainly recognize that our son, daughter in law, and grandchildren
are also at risk, and that risk increases when people don't wear masks.

I remember well when seat belts weren't required, and both my husband and I drove cars that didn't even have
seat belts. As we know, statistics proved that seat belts save lives, and wearing them became a requirement for
the safety of drivers and passengers alike. At first, seat belts felt extremely restrictive. There was blow back from
those who said it would be better to be thrown from a car in the event of an accident rather than be held in place
by a seat belt. But again, statistics proved that that just isn't true. It was through statistics and leadership that laws
changed to protect lives. Many people didn't like the change and thought is was taking away their freedom but
adapted to the law nevertheless. Everyone who doesn't want to wear a seat belt can choose not to drive or ride in
a car, just like everyone who doesn't want to wear a mask can choose to stay home, not be in public spaces, and
perhaps spend some time outdoors. Getting someone sick because you don't want to wear a mask shouldn't be
an option.

Science and statistics show us that safety protocols such as mask wearing, avoiding large groups, and social
distancing help protect us all from Covid 19. I implore you to utilize your positions to show strong leadership on
this issue to enforce safety protocols such as mask wearing, social distancing and small group gatherings.

I appreciate all of your hard work in keeping Montanans safe and sincerely thank you for considering this letter in
making decisions.

Most respectfully,

Patricia Kearns
1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda Malvin
Monday, October 26, 2020 4:38 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid 19 special meeting

To the Whitefish City Council:
Thank you for your past good and effective decisions to help protect our community. As a senior citizen, most of my
friends and acquaintances are also seniors. Most have been extremely cautious and have followed all CDC
recommendations for almost eight months. But whether living independently or in an assisted living situation, we are all
finding life very challenging. Our social lives are virtually nonexistent. We hardly leave home. It’s beginning to have
serious and deleterious effects. It’s not only stressful, it’s hard to keep from getting depressed.
Please try to do anything you can do to try to stem the current local spike to “flatten” this curve that may, I pray, at leas t
slow things down. Do we really need to keep bars and casinos open and restaurant full? Too many local retailers allow
staff to wear masks around their necks. Any restrictions at all that can be mandated and enforced should help.
Thank you for your consideration.
Linda Malvin, Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mark Morgan
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:58 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID restrictions

Hi Michelle I'm writing to express my support for the council locking this town down for as long as it take to get through this!
Thanks,
Mark Morgan

.
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Sebrowsky
Monday, October 26, 2020 4:34 PM
Michelle Howke
Virus

Please, please,please do something to get this virus under control. Long time resident of Whitefish. Peggy Sebrowsky
Sent from my iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Duane Bauch
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:46 AM
Knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; Trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Masks

Dear Madam or Sir:
I respectfully request that the Flathead County Health Board issue a mask mandate in this County, and issue a size limit
of public gatherings.
We are in the throes of a pandemic that may cause additional deaths which might be avoided with the simple use of
masks, social distancing, and limited size of public gatherings.
As of October 25th, our County was second in the State with the number of cases (3,014), and more importantly deaths
(26). We have had four times the number of deaths than Gallatin County (6) which is third in the State with cases
totaling 2,839. We have had two and a half times more deaths than Missoula County (10) which is fourth in the State
with cases totaling 2,046.
Our County has the fourth largest Population in the State and yet we are second in the number of cases, and abnormally
high (from a per capita perspective) with deaths. A mask mandate may help to reduce this unfortunate trend.
In my opinion, it is important that all of the residents in this County, out of respect, and care for each other’s well being,
abandon the notion that we are losing our personal freedoms if a mask mandate is imposed.
On a personal note. My Mother contracted Coronavirus at the same time as three other residents in her Assisted Living
Facility in Billings, MT. Of the four residents, one has died. My Mother is sick, but seems to be managing through it, and
hopefully will survive.
Let’s work towards harmony, respect and care for each other, and do what we can to prevent further unnecessary
deaths of our fellow Montanans. A mask mandate is a small gesture towards showing how much we do care for each
other.
Sincerely,
Duane Bauch
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Valerie Bauch
>
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:59 AM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Covid and masks

Please be responsible and abide by the guidelines of the majority of the medical and public health experts. It is time to
start thinking of the greater good rather than personal liberties. It is also a more forward approach in that we can keep
our kids in school, keep our businesses open, keep hospitals safe, and protect our healthcare workers, protect our aged
and compromised citizens. The sooner the halt, the less painful down the road.
Sincerely,
Valerie Bauch
Whitefish, MT 59937
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Julia Anderson Bauer
Saturday, October 24, 2020 3:16 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID-19

Hello,
I’ve attached a copy of comments I sent to the Flathead County Health Department. I firmly support public mask wearing
and regulations to restrict gatherings to prevent the spread of this deadly virus.

I appreciate your careful consideration of this serious public health issue and support your efforts to keep our citizens
safe.

1

-Thank you,
Julia Anderson Bauer

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Peggy Bebb
Sunday, October 25, 2020 3:42 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; citycouncil@kalispell.com;
trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
COVID19 Outbreak at Crisis Stage in Flathead County

We are in a crisis here in Flatheat Coujnty with COVID19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly, At
end of last week the county accounted for 12.96% of statewide cases. We ranked 3rd as a state, behind the 2 Dakotas,
reported article in Los Angeles Times in increases. https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-10-24/whitefishmontana-coronavirus-outbreak? Is this what we want to be known for here? Some of this is due to blatant disrespect for
others and for health ands wellness of neighbors by those protesting wearing of masks. The anti-mask agenda is
dangerous to the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to up to dsomeone does not wish to masklate doctors, care givers
and public health professionals. I wish to acknowledge the efforts of Tamalee St. James Robinson and the Health
Department for all that they are doing with contacts and large numbers of contact tracings.
We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social distancing,
and smaller gatherings whether business, learning, or social. Please enforce wearing of masks, social distancing, hand
washing with soap and water and use of sanitizers if soap and water not available or practical. If one wishes to not mask
suggest they contact store to find out about phone or internet orderings ,delivery, mail or curbside pickup, We are all in
this together!
Thank you for doing the best you can do.
Sincerely,
Peggy Bebb
Flathead Valley

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Natasha Bennetts <
Sunday, October 25, 2020 9:04 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; citycouncil@kalispell.com;
trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Covid-19 guidelines etc

To Whom it May Concern,
I am writing to you because I am concerned about the health and safety of the Flathead due to the way covid- 19 is being
disregarded as a serious threat by some members and officials in the community along with the lack of enforcement of
guidelines that have been outlined by health officials. I know many people are fighting against the misperceptions and
misinformation running rampant, and doing their best to protect us and I owe thanks to Tamalee St. James Robinson
and the health department for all of their hard work!
Because of ostentatious normalization of blatant disregard of or disbelief in the seriousness of covid-19 and it's far
reaching impacts, I feel the urgent need to voice my opinion that the enforcement of guidelines for wearing masks,
social distancing and limiting of numbers in gatherings are crucial to prevent further unnecessary infections, deaths, and
strain on hospitals and staff of all essential businesses. It would be great to keep schools and businesses open but not at
the expense of endangering people's lives and livelihoods. This can only be so if guidelines informed by the expertise of
public health officials are enforced.
Thank you so much for your time,
Natasha Bennetts

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

lindy cubberley <l
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:45 AM
Michelle Howke
City Council Response to COVID-19

m>

- We are in a crisis with COVID-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
- We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social
distancing, and smaller gatherings.
- The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health
professionals.
Thank you for sharing this with WF City officials.
Sincerely,
Lindy Cubberley
RN, MS, ARNP-BC, retired
Whitefish, MT 59937
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anne Biby
Saturday, October 24, 2020 9:49 AM
trobinson@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; knuckles@flathead.mt.gov
Yes to masks

We support compulsory mask wearing for the next several months, in order to slow the spread of the virus and keep
businesses open.
Anne and Joseph Biby
Kalispell

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
Subject:

Sara Boilen
Sunday, October 25, 2020 12:13 PM
Leadership

Greetings,
I am reaching out to let you know my concerns about the spike in Covid cases and the status of Montana’s
rates and hospitalizations. I respect healthcare workers and scientists. I believe it’s incredibly important that
we address the fact that we are in a crisis with COVID-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing
rapidly. I am seeing the effects on my friends who are sick and community members who are healthy. Without
leadership, our community will break apart.
I am a small business owner and of course, I want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only
happen if we insist on wearing masks, social distancing, and smaller gatherings.
We need leadership. We need your leadership. The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We
need to listen to doctors and public health professionals.
Thank you so much for all you have done thus far. I know that the good folks in our local and state health
departments are working tirelessly and your efforts do not go unnoticed. That said, we also need leadership.
Thank you,
Sara

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Deb Bond
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:14 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID Guidleines

I implore you to follow the guidelines suggested by the hardworking County Health Department and the Governor and
to enforce these guidelines. COVID 19 is surging in Flathead County!
I appreciate the work the Health Department is doing. I have a family member who is a COVID nurse for another
county. It is a stressful, thankless job and all the more stressful when people do not follow guidelines and politicians and
city councils do not assist them.
We all want our businesses and schools to remain open! We just want to protect each other. If businesses and people
can't follow the very simple guidelines then perhaps they should just stay home or move elsewhere. This is no different
than following other laws and regulations designed to protect our health and safety. It has nothing to do with freedom
or rights.
We must listen to the scientists and not those that form their own "science". Bukacek should be immediately removed
from the health board for spreading dangerous lies. She has no right to cause death and destruction in our community.
Please for the sake of all our lives and livelihoods listen to the medical experts at KRMC and the County Health
Department and the Governors'OffIce. Don't let the misinformed and misguided sway the right choice here.
Sincerely,
Debra Bond
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

AnnMarie Bowlus
Saturday, October 24, 2020 5:28 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid-19 Concerns

Hi there,
I live just outside of Whitefish and I am increasingly becoming concerned about how local leadership is handling this
crisis. We are increasing our COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations at an unsustainable rate. I would very much like our
local businesses and schools to stay open, however, this can only happen if we insist on mask-wearing, social distancing,
and smaller gatherings. The anti-mask agenda is dangerous to our community. We must listen to our doctors and public
health professionals in order to keep our community safe from this virus.
Thank you for taking this into consideration,
Ann Marie Bowlus
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phoebe B <
Sunday, October 25, 2020 11:08 AM
Michelle Howke
masks

Dear Whitefish City Council,
I'm writing to ask that you please support mask mandates. More and more local residents are getting sick. I know you're
under pressure from anti-maskers, but please - these would have been the same people protesting rationing of gas and
butter during WWII. They are not patriotic. They are selfish. Being patriotic means being willing to protect your country
and its citizens.
I don't want anyone else I know to get sick. I don't want our stores, businesses, and restaurants to be empty over the
holidays. We have a month until Thanksgiving and the start of holiday commerce. If we start wearing masks now, we'll
be in much better shape by then. Let's protect our people and our economy. Please support and enforce mask
mandates.
Thank you,
Phoebe Bright
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ann Brooks <
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:29 AM
Michelle Howke
Anti-mask agenda is dangerous

Dear Fellow Flathead Valley Residents,
I would like to add my support to the general mandate to wear masks when out and about supporting local
businesses. Flathead County is in the middle of a Covid-19 crisis with cases, hospitalizations and deaths rising .I want
businesses and schools to stay open, and that can only happen if there is government support for citizens to wear
masks, keep social distancing, and limit the size of gatherings. I am sorely disappointed in the County Commissioners
who are leaving us all out to twist in the wind.
The anti-mask agenda is dangerous. I hope civic leaders will please listen to our health care professionals who work
in the hospitals. Tamalee St. James and the health department are doing an amazing job at such a disheartening time. I
am doing all I can to support them. I wear a mask at work and while supporting local businesses, (especially those who
are trying to follow the mask mandate). Please do all you can to support the health department too. Please step up and
take more responsibility than the commissioners. This was never in anybody's job description, but helping each other
out should be an integral part of being human.
After the snow hit early, I saw so many people giving aid to strangers on the side of the road. We do have that in us.
At first it did not feel normal to me to wear a mask, but now I do it all day when I'm at work or out shopping. It is such a
simple and economical thing to help out another. I am sorry that this decision is before you, but any small thing we can
do to save lives is worth doing.
Thank you for your time,
Ann Brooks
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sally Broste
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:29 AM
Michelle Howke
Covid-19 response

The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley because of the rapidly increasing caseload in the Flathead
Valley.
We believe in following science, public health professionals, and doctors’ advice.
Our hospitals are small and are not equipped to handle large number of Covid-19 patients and still provide other
essential services.
We want our businesses and schools to stay open safely.
Many thanks to Tamalee St. James Robinson and the Daily Interlake for alerting us to these issues.
-Sally & Nels Broste
Whitefish, MT 59937
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

susan cahill
Sunday, October 25, 2020 6:26 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; citycouncil@kalispell.com;
trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
We support measures to stop the spread of Covid-19 in our community

We in the Flathead Valley are in a crisis with Covid-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly. We
want businesses and schools to stay open, and students, teachers, parents and grandparents to stay safe, but SCIENCE
AS PROVEN that the only way that can happen is for everyone in the community to wear masks, wash hands, social
distance and limit the number of gatherings.
The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health professionals
who relay on science and facts to make their decisions and recommendations.
We have lost 224,000 Americans to Covid-19. It is NOT a partisan disease. And it is NOT a hoax. Thank you Tamalee
St. James Robinson for being one of the few trying to care for our community.
Susan Cahill, PA-C, MSW
Steve Martinez, L.Ac
Kalispell, Mt. 59901

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

amy chisholm
Sunday, October 25, 2020 11:37 AM
Michelle Howke
Local Covid Response

Dear City Officials -I am extremely disappointed and alarmed to learn that a small but vocal band of anti-maskers is active in our
valley. The Flathead Valley is in a crisis, and to do anything less than everything possible to curb the spread of
Covid-19 is unconscionable. Science has shown that if everyone would wear a mask and adhere to physical
distancing guidelines, we could drastically stem the spread. These actions are far from burdensome and the
fastest way to get things back to "normal." If we refuse to take common-sense actions, we risk increased
Covid deaths as well as prolonged damage to the local economy.
I urge you -- nay, BEG YOU -- to continue to deliver a clear message on the importance of masks, social
distancing, and hand washing and keep strict standards in place to ensure that these simple actions are
followed. The health and wellbeing of us all depends on it!
Respectfully -Amy Chisholm
Amy Beth Chisholm, BA, BM, MM
Performance & Teaching
"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." -- Margaret Mead
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nancy Cohn
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:14 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID - 19

Dear Whitefish City Council Members,
I am a Clinical Laboratory Scientist. I just retired after working 25 years in the laboratory at North Valley Hospital.
We are in a crisis with Covid-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly. We want businesses and
schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social distancing, and smaller gatherings.
The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health professionals.
Please enforce wearing masks, social distancing and small gatherings for the sake of our community!
Thank you for all of your hard work!

Sincerely,
Nancy Cohn
Flathead County Citizen

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vin D'Angelo
Sunday, October 25, 2020 7:11 PM
Michelle Howke
Ongoing Response to COVID-19

Dear Flathead City-County Board of Health,
I'm writing to say that although I'm impressed and reassured with the decisions of many local citizens to take the
prevention of COVID infection seriously, I'm sickened by the news that an individual(s) associated with our medical
community has taken the bait and decided to echo the garbage put forth by our president on a daily basis. And, not to
be stopped there, she has decided to make it a rallying point for all sorts of other tin- foil fringe conspiracy theory touting
activists.
Most of what I have to say to that can be summed up in one word: No.
No.
No.
And I'll say it again. No. The word "hoax" should not be used in the same sentence with COVID, I don't care what kind of
weasel word salad we have to pick our way through to get at a person's "true" intentions surrounding such statements.
People hear hoax and they hear COVID and then they go take undue risks that then put others at risk. This should not be
happening. It's appallingly simple. And yet, the problem is, enough smart people that I (and all of us, I'd imagine) know
have bought into this and we, therefore, can't seem to decide if this disease that has killed so many is, in fact, dangerous
at all - and I lay the blame for that squarely with people like Annie Bukacek.
I understand that in a situation like this, you'll never convince everyone to look out for their own safety. Getting 100% of
people on the same page here is not possible. I get that. However, it's such a ridiculous waste of our time as a society to
be sitting around debating the dangers of a virus that has killed nearly 250K people in less than a year. Ridiculous is
about the nicest thing I can say about it so I'll stick with that this time around.
I've got personal experience with a few diseases that people are supposed to recover from. Five years back I lost my
sister to lymphoma. She died on a ventilator at 32. At this point - somehow, I consider myself lucky to have been there
with her for her last breath. If you can even call it that. I have no idea what her last words were, neither do my parents.
After chemo and radiation and all that she was doing really well so when she went to the hospital with trouble
breathing, the last thing she expected was to be intubated. I think she maybe got to say something to her husband real
quick before going under but I'm not even sure. All I know is that she spent her last fully conscious minutes scared to
death. That haunts me to no end. And again, compared to what people are going through now, I'm lucky. I got to say
goodbye in person, not through Facetime. Think about that for a second. And then think about it some more.
Then there's me. A few years after losing my sister I ended up with serious complications from Lyme disease after a twoweek trip to Wisconsin. I was 37 years old and planted at Kalispell Regional for three days, needed a pacemaker installed
to save my life. I've spent my life doing cardio in Glacier National Park and yet I was one of 5% or fewer people with a
complication called Lyme carditis. Explain that one. I made it, thanks to Dr. Tjaden, who recognized it as Lyme prior to
the test results even coming back, and who also, allegedly, is so frustrated with the current situation and approach to
COVID here in the Flathead, that he's logging out of zoom meetings in disgust over Bukacek's comments. My personal
experience here makes it impossible to brush off the low fatality rate associated with COVID. You never know when it's
1

going to be you or someone you love. If a doctor who saved my butt by being extra conservative is as disgusted as
reported, then I can only imagine what types of wild ideas are being discussed here. What the heck is going on people?
I think about this every time I see someone walk into a grocery store, head held high, past the massive hand sanitizer
jug, past the masks that are being offered for free, and defiantly stride up to the register as if nothing has changed over
the last 7 months. I think about this with every new anecdotal story I hear, like the one I just heard today of a young guy
from Kalispell who intentionally visited all the grocery stores in Kalispell unmasked because he had recently tested
positive. I have first-hand experience with a secondary contact who was told he had to continue going to work despite
the fact that he was waiting on test results due to recent exposure to a known positive. His boss knew, he just didn't
care. Certain people are operating as if there's no risk. As if, wait, COVID was a hoax. I wonder where they got that
idea?
If the feds won't step up, then the smaller local governments have to. Maybe it's better that way at this point. We need
to stop worrying about what a few lunatics think and take appropriate action. I have no desire to see another lockdown
or to see businesses or schools close again. A mask mandate with some semblance of enforcement has got to happen. If
a local business wants to ask no mask customers to leave, they need to know they have backup. Common sense
limitations on sporting events, bar hours, and close contact dining situations have got to happen. From what I gather, it
seems to be common knowledge among both the city council of Kalispell and Whitefish that a few "egregious offenders"
may be principally responsible for the latest uptick. We need to get more serious about persuading people to act
responsibly and we need to call people out for egregious violations where appropriate. I have to believe that most
people in the valley will support such efforts.
Thanks for your time,
Vin
-Vin D'Angelo
Columbia Falls, MT 59912
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kelly Davidson <
Sunday, October 25, 2020 11:23 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; citycouncil@kalispell.com
please support masks!

There is a virus going around and people are getting really sick. Our hospitals are overwhelmed, businesses
are having trouble maintaining healthy staff and schools are struggling to find substitutes for teachers who are
exposed. Epidemiologists, virologists and a vast majority of medical professionals around the world agree that
several actions are necessary to avoid the virus spreading at a dangerous rate in any community. Wearing
masks, social distancing, washing hands, testing and contact tracing are all identified as ways to slow the
spread. This has been echoed around the world for months. While there are some outliers and people
making videos in their basement, the overwhelming majority of well researched science says that Masks are
an important part of the plan to reduce the speed of spread and allow our hospitals to manage the infections.
As a member of this community, I implore you to support mask mandates or at the very least
recommendations. I want the kids in school. I want my employees to be healthy and able to work. I want to
be able to eat in a restaurant again in my lifetime and to be able to go to the grocery store safely. Masks are
important and effective. Please show the leadership and maturity required of your position that is entrusted
with the well being of our community and support masks.
Kelly Davidson

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Davidson
Sunday, October 25, 2020 11:34 PM
Michelle Howke; citycouncil@kalispell.com
Masks are important

Please support and enforce mask wearing in the valley. As a business owner, it is very important that my employees
remain healthy. While I can enforce a mask requirement for my employees, I cannot control the behavior of those to
whom they are exposed in their course of business during the day. I want the schools to stay open and for everyone to
be able to go about their business safely. The best way to achieve that is to require or at least recommend that
everyone wears a mask when in public. To have the board of health not do this is very disappointing.
Scott Davidson
Scott Davidson
Davidson Construction Inc
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

John E Davis III <
Sunday, October 25, 2020 9:47 AM
trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke
Covid in the Flathead

Ms. Tamalee St James Robinson,
As a citizen of the Flathead Valley, and a recently retired physician, I wanted to take a moment to support health
practices recommended by doctors and public health officials regarding Covid.
The spike in infections in the Flathead, and Montana, is quite concerning as we go into the winter. As I try and go on
with my life, I can’t help but be disappointed with those residents who are more concerned with a perceived loss of
freedom than concern for their community.
I wear a mask that fogs up my glasses and makes it difficult to be understood, because I want to protect others from
myself. When I see folks that don’t or won’t reciprocate I can’t help but feel frustrated. We supposed to be in this
together.
I realize that you know masks, social distancing and limiting the size of crowds works. I can’t really understand the
frustrations within which you are forced to operate, but I wanted to correspond to give you support for the
implementing the above mentioned measures, moving forward.
Sincerely,
John E Davis III
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jack Dykstra
Saturday, October 24, 2020 5:39 PM
Michelle Howke; knuckles@flathead.mt.gov
Covid 19 Crisis

To Whom It Concerns,
In light of the recent spike of local Covid cases and health crisis, and with respect to Flathead City-County
Health Board lack of decisive action, please take immediate steps to limit gatherings, require social distancing
and mandate the wearing of masks by ALL citizens within the City of Whitefish and Flathead County. Enforce
this and the state mandate.
Freedoms and Constitutional rights require personal responsibility with regard to public health. There is
never, nor any right for one person to infect another in any public setting.
We demand you immediately take appropriate and decisive actions to protect our public health!
Jack and Mary Dykstra
Whitefish, Montana

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Ferguson
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:45 AM
Michelle Howke
Support for COVID safety precautions

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing in support of COVID safety precautions for the City of Whitefish:





We are in a crisis with COVID-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social
distancing, and smaller gatherings.
The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health
professionals and support their recommendations.

Thank you,
Paula Ferguson
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patty Ferrington
Saturday, October 24, 2020 6:36 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid 19 Crisis

Dear Whitefish City Council,
My name is Patty Ferrington and I am writing about my concerns about the Covid 19 Crisis in The Flathead. We are in a
crisis because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly. We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that
can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social distancing, and smaller gatherings.
The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health professional.
Please address this in you upcoming City Council Meeting.
Respectfully,
Patty Ferrington
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kim Fredericks <
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:49 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID

As an RN and a grandmother I believe that protecting oneself and others is not a choice. Wear a mask! Kim Fredericks,
Whitefish Sent from my iPad EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Fred Frost
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:49 AM
Michelle Howke
Fw: Let's get our act together

Unless we start requiring masks and social distancing and limiting group sizes, we are going to end
having to shut down the whole county. The rate of infection is way beyond acceptable limits. Do your
part by listeningto doctors and public health professionals and then acting on what they
recommend. We need to protect ourselves and our businesses.
Thank you
Fred Frost
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, October 24, 2020 5:24 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Flathead County is now the 2nd most infected county in the state, with nearly 3,000
COVID-19 cases.

Dear Flathead County and City of Whitefish elected officials
Flathead County is now the 2nd most infected county in the state, with nearly 3,000 COVID-19 cases. This
includes 719 active cases and 67 new cases overnight 10/24) We are in a crisis with COVID-19 because
cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
It seems to me that we cannot afford another economic shutdown, and we want businesses and schools to
stay open. That can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social distancing, and smaller gatherings.

Anti-mask, anti-government, conspiracy theorists are dangerous for the Flathead Valley. Their opinions are
derived from radical groups, personal beliefs and faulty science. We need to listen to doctors and public
health professionals, an overwhelming number of whom insist that our best way to beat COVID-19 is
social distancing, limited social gathering and mask wearing.

With escalating COVID cases in Flathead County, one thing is absolutely clear. What we have been
doing, including refusing to enforce mask wearing - is not working. Please enforce the Governors
mask mandate, with severe penalties for businesses that do not comply. And businesses should have
the directive to not allow admittance for patrons who refuse to comply.
Thank you,
Eric Funk
Whitefish

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, October 26, 2020 12:40 PM
Michelle Howke
covid

We the people are not getting proper information. The health department puts out the number of new cases and
deaths. Is the increase due to new testing? I suspect so. But it is not said. The number of deaths is published. If you do
the math the last published totals indicate a 0.0108 death rate. Pretty small for a "panic" Then you run out and control
the number of patrons allowed in local bars and restaurants. But, are there covid cases traced back to these
establishments?
Who knows? The health department has not said. Why not? Do you know? Why not? You seem to respond with a
knee jerk reaction because you can and it requires no research. Do your homework! Find out what is real and what is
baloney. We the people deserve correct information. So do you, so you can make responsible decisions. We need to
keep our economy alive and as well as possible. V/R Doug Gilbertson
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sue Giller
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:56 AM
Michelle Howke
Support for COVID safety precautions

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing in strong support of COVID safety precautions for the city of Whitefish:





We are in a crisis with COVID-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social
distancing, and smaller gatherings.
The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health
professionals and support their recommendations.

Thank you,
Sue Giller
Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
Subject:

Chris Gotschalk
Sunday, October 25, 2020 12:48 PM
anti-mask agenda is dangerous

Please note the following points:

- We are in a crisis with COVID-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
- We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social
distancing, and smaller gatherings.
- The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health
professionals.
We truly are in a crisis situation and need everyone to understand how counter productive and dangerous the anti- mask
agenda is.
Thank you for all your hard work during this difficult time,
Chris Gotschalk
Bigfork
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

kim.grieser
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:31 AM
Michelle Howke
For your meeting tonight

MANDATE masks. I work in one of the small retail stores in downtown. I have to constantly remind, mainly
tourists, to wear the mask properly. I've had to ask people to leave because they won't. If you went after and
fined people and businesses who dont enforce with the same diligence you fine people for parking, the city
would make money and we would slow this thing.
Bars closing at 10 has nothing to do with COVID...it doesn't become more infectious after 10.
Just mandate and enforce masks. Please.
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Erin Harding
Saturday, October 24, 2020 6:13 PM
Michelle Howke
Mask wearing

Please keep in place the wearing mask mandate. No one likes wearing a mask,but if it slows the spread I’m all for it!
Thanks for all your hard work!
Erin Harding, Whitefish
Sent from my iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

n
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:16 PM
Michelle Howke
Online Form Submittal: Contact Us

Contact Us
Contact Us
First Name

Thomas

Last Name

Harding

Address
City

Whitefish

State

MT

Zip Code

59937

Phone Number
Fax Number

Field not completed.

Email Address

tomharding@montanasky.net

Question, comment or
suggestion for the Website

Covid 19 Action:

Whitefish, MT 59937-2817
October 26, 2020

Flathead County Health Board and Manager
Flathead County Board of Commissioners
City of Whitefish Council and Management

Sirs:
In light of the serious spike Covid-19 cases, it seems some
1

basic measures and recommendations by the greater science
community should be established and enforced. Dealing with
health emergencies with laymen knowledge and opinion is an
exercise in foolishness.
Please keep the mandate for masks in place and encourage
enforcement. Limit public gatherings in size and encourage
social distancing at all occasions. Curtailing operations of bars,
large entertainment gatherings, along with community and
church gatherings makes sense as we are forced indoors while
the weather becomes more seasonally cold and inappropriate
for outdoor events.
The science of masks is accepted by the the vast majority of
the science and health communities, even as local exceptions
have been found and given significant voice

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chris jaffe
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:44 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID

In Flathead county cases of COVID are increasing. Hospitalizations from COVID related illness
are increasing.
As a medical professional I support the use of masks in public as well as the use of social
distancing and limited gatherings.
Mitigating the COVID virus is the only way to keep our community safe.
Christianne Jaffe, ANP-BC
-EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Johns
Sunday, October 25, 2020 2:26 PM
Michelle Howke
from a citizen in the Flathead Valley

PLEASE TAKE THIS SERIOUSLY:

- We are in a crisis with COVID-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
- We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social
distancing, and smaller gatherings.
- The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health
professionals.
Rebecca Johns
Bigfork, MT

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jon Johnson
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:56 PM
Michelle Howke; citycouncil@kalispell.com
COVID concerns

To our elected representatives
As a physician who has cared for critically ill patients at both of our hospitals, I am dismayed and concerned that in spite
of Flathead County having the second highest infection rate in the state, our elected county officials are woefully lax in
taking demonstratively effective steps to protect our community. Our county health board in particular has failed us as
some members clearly have no respect for medical science.
I want to support our local business, but it is difficult when people refuse to be personally responsible in helping to keep
our community safe. I am confident that universal mask usage, practicing social distancing and limited sizes of
gatherings will lead to improved safety without shutting down our local community totally.
I would ask that you please enact local measures that will protect your citizens, both from Coronavirus infection and the
failures of our county officials.
Jon Johnson MD
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

diane johnson
Sunday, October 25, 2020 4:42 PM
citycouncil@kalispell.com; knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke;
trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Concerned citizen re: Community COVID response

To all Flathead Valley officials;
The Flathead Valley now has the second highest infection rate in the state. With increasing COVID cases we are now
challenged to find enough hospital beds, PPE and medicine availability to care for our community sick.
I am extremely concerned for the health of this valley when there is no respect for medical science. There are hundreds
of healthcare workers overwhelmed and putting their own lives and family on the line for county commissioners and
health department that doesn’t support them. You have a physician on the board that doesn’t treat hospitalized COVID
patients and does not have a presence in the hospital.
We want to support our local businesses but CAN’T when people won’t be personally responsible in aiding to keep our
community safe and healing. Businesses defying the mask order are hastening their own demise as well as endangering
the community. Wearing a mask, limiting size of gatherings and social distancing for community is what will hasten our
return to normal.
With sincere concern for our community, Diane Johnson
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sunday, October 25, 2020 11:27 PM
citycouncil@kalispell.com; Michelle Howke
Mask Mandates

Please support mask mandates or mask requirements or at the very least recommendations. It is important
and necessary to keep our economy going and keep our community healthy and thriving. This is not an
either/or proposition but a prerequisite of a thriving economy. I want employees, teachers, essential workers
etc. to be safe and feel respected. We all need to mask up.
Kelly Kann

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leanette Kearns
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:58 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID Leadership Response

Esteemed Mayor Muhlfeld and City Council Members,
I am writing to you as a concerned citizen of Whitefish, a mother of two young children, and a daughter of parents who
live in the Flathead and are of an advanced age.
I implore you to take a more active position with regards to COVID safety measures in the county and a stronger stance
against anti-maskers and conspiracy theorists. Science should be prioritized over youtube videos and opinions.
All our citizens are depending on you, our local leaders, to provide strong, wise, and strategic guidance to help our
community members be safe, healthy, free from the suffering that comes with COVID AND able to enjoy our local
businesses and have our children attend school.
This is currently a local issue, with a local solution. Please LEAD on mask wearing, social distancing and other safety
measures. Please stand up definitively and loudly against anti maskers. I cannot do this on my own. Other cannot do this
on their own. We all have to work together. This is central to the Montana Spirit. Electing to work together to solve our
problems is a central part of our American Spirit. Please remember that as you go forward.
With hope,
Leanette Kearns
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Constance Kresge
Monday, October 26, 2020 1:57 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
In support of masks - we are choosing to be here

Thank you all for your hard work in keeping this area safe. Your jobs are not easy, and I appreciate that.
My husband, child and I normally live in Washington D.C., but chose to make the 5 day drive to Whitefish to spend the
next year in Montana with my in-laws who are in their 70s. I have been visiting the area for 11 years, and it is
breathtaking.
When we made this decision, the COVID rates in Montana were to be envied, as the East Coast was battling the virus.
Montana is an incredibly beautiful state, with friendly people and when we learned that we could live here due to our
jobs being virtual for the foreseeable future, we jumped on the opportunity. We buy our groceries and our dog food
here, we frequently get take out. We intend to purchase new clothing from the boutiques downtown, and our books
from local bookstores. We are the type of people who choose to purchase locally versus from Amazon. We will be
purchasing new cross-country skis and passes from the nordic center at the golf course. We have our child on waitlists at
three day cares.
But none of this money will be circulated within Whitefish or the county if the COVID rates remain this high. Why? We
have a choice - we have a home to go back to in Washington D.C. where we would be safer because all residents wear
masks indoors and near others outdoors. If we do not feel safe going to the doctors here, putting our child in daycare, or
even passing others on a cross country track - why would we remain?
Please listen to the science, look at what other municipalities have achieved with the simple act of wearing a mask. We
would love to remain here as long as possible.
Thank you,
Connie Kresge
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alison LeKander
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:02 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Urgent Request

Hello,
Thank you for all of your service. I am a local from Kalispell and I am deeply concerned with the anti-mask rhetoric that is
pervading in our community. I had COVID a few weeks ago and while I was fine the symptoms linger and the ambiguity
of the disease is more than disheartening and I put my family out for three weeks as they were exposed.
The LA Times article is embarrassing and portrays an ignorant truth that unfortunately has a well-organized following
that is growing.
Therefore, I am imploring you all to please do something to stop the alarming # of cases rising daily with no end in sight.
Please help our small businesses stay open by enforcing guidelines to those who don't follow the mask ordinances. They
need to know there is a fine or closure consequence or they will do absolutely nothing and put our elderly at risk of an
early, lonely death.
Thank you very for your time. I trust you are working to help create based guidelines based on scientific.
Alison LeKander

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anne
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:43 AM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov
Covid-19 Discussion

My thanks to Ms St. James Robinson and those in the Health Department who have put in so many hours of time and
hard work, helping to guide us toward sound strategy for handling differences we're encountering with Covid-19 care.
I am writing to ask you to reconsider your recent recommendations for guiding our local population through this
overwhelming Covid crisis. After researching materials from, yes, intelligent and educated people, numerous of whom
are indeed involved in science, I believe that wearing masks is both appropriate and necessary for keeping this disease
from spreading, at least until a reliable vaccine is produced and proven. Personally, I feel I need all the knowledge and
info I can get, being age age 85 with a husband who is dealing with stage 4 cancer. It would comfort me to know that
I'm living with a trust that this community surrounding us, including those who make the rules, cares enough about the
course of this pandemic to respect the needs of ALL people, medically challenged or not.
Besides not being in agreement with your conclusion, I am wondering why there seems to be such a push on the parts of
Dr. Bukachek and other appointed officials to eliminate wearing of masks. I of course wonder what proof you have that
your conclusions will sustain us in the long run. I am very concerned that with Covid-19 spreading as quickly as it has
here, our hospitals will be overwhelmed, our first-line medical personnel will quit out of exhaustion or from illness, and
that our death count will rise accordingly.

So much seems to boil down to what is really important in life. I am terribly sorry that stores and restaurants are
suffering, that weddings and others need to limit their numbers, that many teachers are having to suffer from varying
and confusing schedules. To me, health and welfare considerations are a large step above the importance of social
gatherings. I will miss terribly being with my family over the holidays. I understand the disillusionment resulting from
being alone and without close support. However, caring attention for this might just be relieved by caring people
through a call or thoughtful gesture.
Thank you for the opportunity to state my thoughts about a situation I consider very dangerous.
Anne M. Lent
Whitefish, MT

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mark Chad Leslie <
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:08 AM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; citycouncil@kalispell.com; Michelle Howke;
trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Ned Cooney
Flathead County COVID-19 policy

Hello,
As a citizen of Flathead County I am writing in to express my dissatisfaction with the current efforts to address the COVID-19
epidemic in Flathead County. We are experiencing rapidly increasing cases of COVID-19 in the Flathead. When I am out doing
necessary shopping for essential goods I continue to witness significant numbers of people ignoring social distancing and mask
mandates and behaving as though things are otherwise normal. I know people who have had a COVID-19 infection and some
have gotten really sick and been on a ventilator and they continue to be impact ed by ongoing complications from the infection
such as now needing to be on continuous O2 and not regaining their sense of taste and smell. Ironically the person who is now
on 5L of O2 continuous was handling it better than the person without taste and smell who told me they will probably
consider suicide if it does not return in the near future. These were normal productive citizens and business owners before
COVID-19.
I urge you to consider tightening restrictions in Flathead County specifically because cases are rising rapidly across the region
and hospitals are at or near capacity. It breaks my heart to hear stories from ICU workers that have been essentially "thrown
to the wolves.” I am a Physical Therapist that has worked in ICUs for many years and I can not believe the lack of respect
shown to these heroes by people who refuse to wear masks and follow the recommended restrictions. Because there is no
national policy it is up to the States and local governments to implement appropriate restrictions for population density and
amounts of resources. I believe there is a way to move forward safely if we stay focused on the measures that have been
shown across the world to bring the numbers down into ranges that allow for businesses and schools to be open SAFELY and
avoid prolonging the need for draconian restrictions that might have to be implemented in the short run to get things under
control.
I am very troubled when County health officials such as Annie Bukacek continue to reject the advice of public health experts
and advocate for lifting of restrictions and opening up everything without regard for the ongoing situation. The fact that she is
a physician does not excuse her efforts to advocate for a public health policy that is in opposition to the rec ommended actions
that need to be taken according to the vast majority of public health experts. She has been open about her personal ideology
of anti-masking and she routinely makes incorrect assertions about achieving herd immunity. By the way there has n ever been
a case of herd immunity that has been achieved without a vaccine. She is about the worst person that could be chosen to be
on a health board and it is a disgrace when political ideology is put above the safety of all residents in the Flathead Valley.
Thank You,
Chad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathy Leslie
Sunday, October 25, 2020 1:40 PM
Michelle Howke; knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; citycouncil@kalispell.com;
trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
COVID Crisis and lack of compliance with mask wearing

Hello,
I am a citizen of Flathead County, I live in Bigfork. Like a huge amount of folks I know, we are completely alarmed at the
blatant lack of willingness to protect others by the simple act of wearing a mask. I am the sole caregiver for my 82 year
old mother. I worry constantly that I will infect her. I stay home as much as possible but obviously I must shop for
essentials and take her to the doctor when needed. I am greatly saddened that here in the Flathead we have such open
disrespect for the scientific fact that mask wearing saves lives. It can keep our businesses and schools open. We must
listen to our local health professionals and respect that they are putting their lives on the line to try to save lives
everyday.
It would be a great benefit to local business if they adhered to a safety protocol. More folks would feel willing to go out,
shop and try to carry on with some level or normality.
COVID is a very significant illness. As it runs rampant through our community the toll rises. Not only are deaths
increasing but I know more and more folks who have lingering quality of life symptoms from this virus. Loss of taste and
smell that has not returned. Body aches and fatigue that continue for months.
Please take action to make the Flathead a kinder, more compassionate, and safer place to live.
Thank you,
Kathy Leslie
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

DANA G LONGSTRETH
>
Sunday, October 25, 2020 9:23 AM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke
Stop Politicizing Public Health

I am shocked and abhorred by the recent vote of the Board to take no additional actions with the surge of
Covid 19 in our community.
I see the vote as politically motivated and manipulation .

The board should be listening to the experts in public health and epidemiology,not an a extremist and
anti masker with political motivation.
This is a shameful act and a blow to our community’s Health and Safety.
Shame on you Health Board . You can do much better for the safety of this county’s citizens.
I work with Covid 19 patients , I see their pain and suffering first hand.
Let’s stop the politicizing of Public Health.
Thank you to Tamalee St. James Robinson and the members of the Health Department.
Dana Longstreth
Whitefish MT
Get Outlook for iOS
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marianne Madler
Sunday, October 25, 2020 10:24 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid 19

Covid is increasing. We want the infection rate to decrease. We must listen to doctors and public health officials who are
trying to save lives. We must insist on wearing masks and social distancing and smaller crowd size.
Marianne Madler
Whitefish, MT

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, October 26, 2020 11:54 AM
Michelle Howke
Require and enforce COVID mitigation efforts!

As a concerned, at risk, citizen of Flathead County, I am writing to IMPLORE you, to take action
requiring businesses and individuals to wear masks, maintain social distancing and avoid group
gatherings. Our Valley is in crisis, with one of the highest COVID infection rates in the U.S. Our
hospitals and medical providers are quickly becoming overwhelmed.
Virtually all reputable public health experts agree that these restrictions are absolutely necessary if
we are to get control of this virus.
We all want our businesses and schools to be open safely. That can’t happen unless and until we all
cooperate and follow the science. The longer we avoid facing this truth, the longer this crisis will
continue.
PLEASE, listen to the experts and public health professionals. OUR LIVES DEPEND ON IT!!
Janice Mazur
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rebecca nelson
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:47 AM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov; Vincent
Rannazzisi
Covid measures

Hello all,
I'm writing in support of all the hard work of Tamalee and the Health Dept., especially during this time of
spiking Covid-19 levels in the Flathead.
I strongly support:




listening to the experts in our medical community, like Dr. Tjaden locally and others like Fauci
attempting to guide the nation, to inform local mask policy
strong encouragement of social distancing, including limiting sizes of gatherings, as per expert advice
consequences for business that don't comply with the above

We have the ability to curb this spike if we comply with expert advice. Masks and social distancing have clearly
been shown to reduce the spread. My husband and I, a cancer survivor and someone who lives with an
autoimmune disease, do not have the option of ceasing our work with the public. We can take all the
precautions possible but we have no control of skyrocketing numbers of cases around us due to negligence.
Likewise, my elderly parents cannot sequester themselves completely, as they frequently must go to medical
appointments. There are vulnerable people all around us, and it's not always visually apparent. Covid-19 also
has potentially devastating consequences for the young and healthy. Let's do what we can to curb the spread
so we can open our schools and economy more fully and more safely.
Thank you,
Rebecca Nelson, Olney MT
(my husband and I work in Whitefish)

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nancy Nguyen
Saturday, October 24, 2020 4:33 PM
Michelle Howke
Taking Action

Hello,
This email is in regards to Annie Bukacek's anti- mask influence. This is completely dangerous to our community. We
want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social distancing, and
smaller gatherings. We are in a crisis with Covid-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly. The antimask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health professionals.
Sincerely,
Nancy, a concerned citizen and active community member in Flathead Valley
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharon Osler
Saturday, October 24, 2020 5:23 PM
Michelle Howke
Mask mandate

Attention City Council Members:
We need to listen to professionals in the health industry that show common sense and intelligence..not Anne Bukacek,
the local conspirator. She is radical and does not represent the majority of the Flathead County residents.
We made the LA Times...because we won’t enforce any mask mandate. We MUST wear masks. We must enforce a
mandate. We want businesses to stay open, we want schools to continue teaching our children but that will only
happen if we insist on wearing masks, social distancing, small gatherings. Do your part and make the safety of our
citizens a top priority. The anti-mask agenda is unsafe.
Thank you.
Robert and Sharon Osler
Whitefish, MT 59937
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
Subject:

Dru Rafkin
Monday, October 26, 2020 12:06 PM
COVID Pandemic

Importance:

High

To the Respected Flathead City-County Board of Health Members, the Respected Kalispell City Council and Mayor, and
to the Health Officer for the Flathead City-County Health Department,
I am deeply concerned over the County Commissioners' support of and reaction to recent events surrounding the
current COVID19 pandemic. This includes the Flathead City-County Board of Health’s removal of 2 respected physicians,
replacement of Annie Bukacek, the refusal to remove this board member due to a lack of medical ethics during a
pandemic, the removal of agenda items during a relevant meeting, the blatant disregard and dismissal of health experts’
warnings and recommendations during this meeting as well as the general disregard of the Flathead-County City Health
Department’s recommendations. This support of notions brought forth by Annie B has has me baffled and has led me
to believe that neither the Kalispell City Council, said Commissioners nor the Health Board has any concern for the
health and well-being of our County, its residents, educational system and economy.





Our active cases, hospitalizations, positive tests results and deaths (4 in the last several days) continue to climb
and be far from contained.
More and more children are testing positive requiring them - and their quaratined classmates- to be taught
remotely by teaching staff that is already stretched to the limit due to the Conditions they must teach under.
Parents of those children must take a leave from work (if they can) to care for their children, including children
who are positive.

The anti-mask & anti-government agendas the majority of you are encouraging through your unwavering support of
Annie Bukacek IS ADDING to the crisis, allowing it to flourish. The number of cases and deaths are not dropping off but
increasing. I am urging you to listen to those who do not support your new agenda - which is quite political and has little
to do with the health and welfare of the citizens you have been appointed and/or elected to serve. (It was one thing to
have our citizenry and medical experts' call for her to be ousted from the board ignored. It is quite another to remove
resolutions from an agenda and stop discussion from medical experts simply because you have the power to do so.) You
MUST immediately reverse course on your support of Annie Bukacek, her non-scientific beliefs and rhetoric, and her
disregard for mask and social distancing restrictions.
As members of the Health Board your current support of Annie Bukacek’s non-scientific (READ medically proven) beliefs
is adding to the:
(1) rising number of COVID cases,
(2) burden of health care workers,
(3) burden of local hospitals which have a finite capacity,
(4) spread of COVID throughout the Flathead Valley,
(5) danger experienced by the general public including our ESSENTIAL WORKERS
(6) growing number of students who must be served remotely while schools are struggling to stay open,

1

(7) normalization of support of Annie Bukacek (https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-10-24/whitefishmontana-coronavirus-outbreak) and her using the Health Board and our County Commissioners to mobilize the antigovernment/anti-mask/militia groups she is a spokes person for.
I am urging you to remove Annie from the board effectively immediately AND to reverse course by adopting the
restrictions set out by Tamalee St. James Robinson.
Respectfully,
Dru
Dru Rafkin
Kalispell resident

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

carsonramsden
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:35 AM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
I will be blunt...

We are in a crisis with COVID-19 here in Flathead County. It is impossible to ignore the ever increasing infection and
hospitalization rates. I want our businesses and schools to stay open! Our kids need school more than ever right now.
We know how to make this possible. Leading physicians at Kalispell Regional Health and North Valley Hospital are urging
the public to take the basic, universally accepted public health measures of mask wearing and social distancing
(including smaller gatherings). We HAVE TO follow these very minimal precautions in order to limit the spread. The antimask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health professionals and
come together with our elected officials, and the individuals they have appointed to the Board of Health, to
encourage the only methods of prevention that work.
I greatly appreciate the efforts of Tamalee St. James Robinson and her staff at the Health Department in their
overwhelmingly difficult task of testing, contact tracing and reporting. I ask that the Board of Health, City Council and
County Commissioners demonstrate support for the efforts of the Health Department and our local hospitals to keep
our citizens healthy and our businesses open.
Sincerely your community member,
Carson Ramsden
Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vinnie Rannazzisi
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:59 AM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
covid measures

Hello all,
I'm writing in support of all the hard work of Tamalee and the Health Dept., especially during this time of
spiking Covid-19 levels in the Flathead.
I strongly support:




listening to the experts in our medical community, like Dr. Tjaden locally and others like Fauci
attempting to guide the nation, to inform local mask policy
strong encouragement of social distancing, including limiting sizes of gatherings, as per expert advice
consequences for business that don't comply with the above

We have the ability to curb this spike if we comply with expert advice. Masks and social distancing have clearly
been shown to reduce the spread. I have an autoimmune disease and consider myself high risk. Additionally, I
work at a grocery store and I am constantly exposed. There are vulnerable people all around us, and it's not
always visually apparent. Covid-19 also has potentially devastating consequences for the young and healthy.
Let's do what we can to curb the spread so we can open our schools and economy more fully and more safely.
Wearing the mask is a simple thing, I wish more of contemporary society had a better understanding of how
hard people had it before us. The Siege of Leningrad went on for 882 days. People ate their pets and boiled
their shoes to make soup. Whining about wearing a mask for 5 minutes is pathetic and embarrassing.
Thank you,
Vincent Rannazzisi

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dave Russell <
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:56 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; citycouncil@kalispell.com;
trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Covid response....

Hello,
I would like to express my support for:
masks,
physical distancing,
limited gatherings
and potential new science based recommendations as some of us learn more about this virus.
As someone that has worn OBA's (Navy), SCBA's, respirators, and particle masks for extended periods of time in order to
protect myself, I am dumbfounded by the both the politization of wearing a particle mask and the inability of our
"leaders" to explain that doing so protects those around us, not the person wearing it....

Ski season is almost upon us, large gatherings will occur every day on the hill and then come in to town...Now is our
choice to either set ourselves up for success or choose to likely become a superspreader community...
It's not going away, the vaccine isn't going to be here any time soon, and we have no idea what the long term effects of
infection are going to be, other than that you will have a preexisting condition...
Politicians have screwed this up from the top down, maybe it can get better from the bottom up...
Maybe you should watch this...
https://youtu.be/gZ66wJFD3bs
Good luck, as it appears that's what we are relying on at this point...
David Russell
Whitefish
US Navy veteran
Former US Merchant Marine Officer
Former wildland fire fighters
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Sandman
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:53 AM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Mask Mandate

RE: Covid 19 – Mask Mandate

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to voice my support for implementing a mask mandate.
I am a retired nurse who worked directly with our Intensivists physicians (Critical Care Doctors) at Kalispell Regional
Hospital. I have the greatest respect for their medical knowledge. They are supporting the CDC guidelines as best stated
by Dr. Kevin Keeton who participated in a state-wide television campaign to educate our citizens on the importance of
wearing masks, social distancing and hand washing. We need to be listening to our local medical experts who are
currently caring for the sickest patients in our community.
Last Friday, October 23rd, the University of Washington published a comprehensive nationwide study that concluded: If
95% of our population would comply with using masks we could decrease the projected death rate over the next four
months by 130,000 lives. https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2020-10-23/study-projects-up-to-halfa-million-us-coronavirus-deaths-by-end-of-february
We all have a responsibility to protect those most vulnerable among us. Wearing a Mask is a critical piece needed to
control the pandemic.
Thank you,
Paula Sandman RN

Virus-free. www.avg.com

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sunday, October 25, 2020 7:23 PM
Michelle Howke
FW: We need modest covid 19 restrictions**NOW

Hello
--We are in a growing crisis with Covid-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
--We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social
distancing, and smaller gatherings.
--The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health
professionals.
The hard working Flathead county Health board has proposed reasonable and temporary restrictions so our schools and
business can stay open. If we do not take action, the state of Montana will, and it may be more drastic.
Thank you
Peter Saunders
Kalispell, MT 59901

Virus-free. www.avg.com

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ben Schwartz
Sunday, October 25, 2020 9:11 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid-19

To Whom it May Concern,
I am writing to you because I am concerned about the health and safety of the Flathead due to the way covid- 19 is being
disregarded as a serious threat by some members and officials in the community along with the lack of enforcement of
guidelines that have been outlined by health officials. I know many people are fighting against the misperceptions and
misinformation running rampant, and doing their best to protect us and I owe thanks to Tamalee St. James Robinson
and the health department for all of their hard work!
Because of ostentatious normalization of blatant disregard of or disbelief in the seriousness of covid-19 and it's far
reaching impacts, I feel the urgent need to voice my opinion that the enforcement of guidelines for wearing masks,
social distancing and limiting of numbers in gatherings are crucial to prevent further unnecessary infections, deaths, and
strain on hospitals and staff of all essential businesses. It would be great to keep schools and businesses open but not at
the expense of endangering people's lives and livelihoods. This can only be so if guidelines informed by the expertise of
public health officials are enforced.
Thank you so much for your time,
Ben Schwartz
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anne Scott-Markle
Sunday, October 25, 2020 6:56 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; citycouncil@kalispell.com; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov;
Michelle Howke
concerned about the rise of power of the anti-maskers contrary to the science of
community safety

My grandchildren have been able to continue in- school education because the schools have been
so diligent in providing the best safety procedures the scientific community has recommended
after studying this virus intensely for 10 months. While we may have been able to say masks
don't work 5 months ago, there is little doubt now. We need to enforce this policy of wearing
masks - and socially distancing. The health department in the valley - and the local hospitals and the US and world research - are all saying the uprising in numbers of positive cases has to
do with community gatherings where people are not respecting the masking and distancing
information. They put us all at risk with their self-indulgence.
I trust you have already been trying very hard to do the right thing. And I can understand you
don't want to have to deal with these people who are so disruptive. But you do. Denial can
bring short term comfort but you - and we all - have to do the hard things for long term health.
I expect you as government officials to do what is necessary to provide safety for our
community. Maybe you can look at how hard the schools worked, and all the opposition they
faced, and their bravery in setting boundaries and expectations. It is working. They also have
had to contend with the anti-maskers but seem to be successful in setting boundaries with
them.
Please be brave and hold a line with the forces that don't believe in science and are using the
bogus arguments of their rights to jeopardize us all with their belligerence and boldness. They
are trying to take away from the rest of us the community cohesiveness and cooperation that
can make us feel good about living here.
Thank you,
Anne
Anne Scott-Markle
Columbia Falls
Our lives are like islands in the sea or like trees in the forest, which co-mingle their roots in the darkness underground. - William James

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pete Sgrenci <
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:38 PM
Michelle Howke
Fwd:

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Pete Sgrenci <
Date: Sun, Oct 25, 2020, 8:33 PM
Subject:
To: <knuckles@flathead.mt>
Thank you for all of your work during the covid 19 epidemic.
We are in a crisis with Covid-19 because cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social distancing
and smaller gatherings.
The anti- mask is dangerous for the Flathead Valley!! We need to listen to DOCTORS and public health
professionals. Not radicals.
Please for all of our sakes and our very lives (my wife is at risk), don't turn this into a political debacle!!
Thanks
Pete Sgrenci
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tanya Sgrenci
Sunday, October 25, 2020 7:27 PM
Michelle Howke
Fwd: Covid 19 epidemic in Flathead Valley

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Tanya Sgrenci <
Date: Sun, Oct 25, 2020, 7:25 PM
Subject: Covid 19 epidemic in Flathead Valley
To: <knuckles@flathead.mt.gov>
We are in a crisis in the valley because covid cases and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly.
We want businesses and schools to stay open, but that can only happen if we insist on wearing masks, social distancing,
and have smaller gatherings.
The anti mask agenda is dangerous for the Flathead Valley. We need to listen to doctors and public health professionals.
Please for all of our sakes and the lives of our families, children, co-workers and friends, do not make this political!!!!
Thank you
Tanya Sgrenci
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marlene Snyder
>
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:31 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Mask Wearing Saves Lives in a Pandemic

To: Flathead County Board of Health, Whitefish City Council, and Flathead County Health Department
Your elected and appointed positions are critical to helping citizens of Flathead County to understand the science behind
Covid-19 and how this pandemic is impacting our community health. Your responsibility is to tell the truth backed by
scientific fact - not to allow conspiracy theories to confuse and encourage irresponsible behavior in our citizenry.
We check the rates of new covid cases in Montana and Flathead County daily. It is clear that we are in trouble with the
virus spreading in this county. It is very concerning that hospitalizations are increasing and that our health care facilities
and workers are stressed. We need leaders to take a stand to help reduce this infection from spreading at increased
rates.
My husband and I have been paying attention to masks since March. We would love to be back to "normal" but we
know that if we want our businesses and schools to stay open that it is critical that we pay attention to community
spread and do everything we can to stop it. We have a state mask mandate - and our community certainly needs to
"step up" and more carefully enforce that mandate. Mask wearing does not infringe on personal liberties - anymore
than the seatbelt law takes away anyone's "liberty". Public health restrictions during a pandemic save lives - we need
you to lead with reason and truth.
When misinformation about mask wearing is presented in public meetings without challenge, it is frightening. Masks
were rejected in the 1918 Pandemic as well - have we learned nothing in a hundred years? Thank you to the public
health professionals who promote CDC recommendations - we can save lives and our economy if we mask up . The antimask agenda is dangerous for everyone who lives in the Flathead Valley.
Respectfully,
Lee and Marlene Snyder
Whitefish, MT 59937
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT

1

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sandi Solem <
Monday, October 26, 2020 8:41 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID concerns

We must act with professionalism and vigor in our response to the COVID crisis in our community and valley. The
number of reported cases is rising and I view this as a health emergency. The anti-mask efforts are placing our residents
at risk. I wish for schools and businesses to remain open but this can only happen if we employ safe measures of mask
wearing, social distancing and limited numbers in groups.
Thank you.
Sent from my iPad
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharon Tuttle
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:28 AM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; citycouncil@kalispell.com
the need for mandatory mask use

Greetings,
I'm writing to all three agencies re. the upcoming debate re. Annie Bukacek's group & their nonadherence to the use of masks for the prevention of COVID-19.
The number of COVID cases in the Flathead Valley continues to escalate. Health care facilities such
as KRH are over burdened, and staff personnel is maxed out.
While we want businesses to remain open for the general economy of the Valley, this can happen
only if all employees and all customers adhere to the mandated use of face masks, social distancing,
and the limits on crowd sizes.
Saying that the use of masks in a pandemic of a respiratory virus isn't necessary, is just poor science.
We all need to listen to and follow the advise of QUALIFIED MDs who are knowledgeable in
communicable disease issues.
And special kudos need to go out to the amazing staff of our Co. Health Dept. for their tireless work to
protect our citizens.
Thank you for your attention to this issue,
Sincerely, Sharon Tuttle, Whitefish
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susan Wagner
Monday, October 26, 2020 11:08 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID -19 crisis

We are certainly facing an urgent health crisis with the COVID-19 numbers we are seeing each day in our county. Our
percentages of active and new cases rival New York City when it was at its worst, and yet nothing more is being done to
prevent more new cases; instead our county commissioners are bowing to the loud, active minority calling for an end to
enforced mask wearing. While I appreciate their sincerity, I fear it is greatly misplaced. We are desperately in need of
greater restrictions to prevent the further spread of COVID-19. Soon our hospitals will be unable to care for the
numbers of people in need of help, not to mention the long term health implications that we are only starting to see
from this virus. I understand the importance of maintaining our local economy, but it must be balanced by the health
and safety needs of our community. Certainly we can do more to limit numbers of people at gatherings and enforce
mask requirements without putting local companies out of business. If we want to see schools and businesses able to
remain open, we need to take this health crisis more seriously.
Thank you for your consideration,
Susan Wagner
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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10/26/2020
To: Whitefish City Council
Re: Please take actions designed to help slow the spread.
Thank you for your early efforts regarding the pandemic. It is time to do more to help slow the spread….To help protect
individuals and businesses.
I am unclear why wearing a mask and social distancing has somehow become a constitutional and civil liberty issue.
This reasoning makes no sense and appears hypocritical. Apparently, it is my constitutional right to be as selfish as I
want…even when those actions may harm others. I can’t smoke in public. I have to wear shoes and a shirt in public
establishments, but heaven forbid if I am asked to wear a mask that protects others from a fatal disease.
Please help stop the spread of the corona virus in the Flathead by implementing/mandating simple measures. Please
develop a proactive plan that describes additional measures (non-essential business closures) that will be taken if the
numbers continue to climb. Please help protect our businesses by slowing the spread!
A recent article in the LA Times (“Coronavirus bears down on a small Montana town”) has been forwarded to me by
numerous out-of-state friends. It is embarrassing to see how Flathead County has been portrayed regarding their
approach to pandemic. It is stunning to discover we can’t even limit gatherings to under 500 people
The virus isn’t going away any time soon, regardless of what some politicians say. It is not too late to make a
difference.
Please redeem your responsibility to protect the citizens of Whitefish from those selfish individuals who claim that
wearing a mask and social distancing is somehow an affront to their liberties and a violation of their constitutional
rights. Those measures are designed to protect our fellow citizens.
I feel that Dr. Annie Bukacek’s comments are dangerous and they appear to be politically and/or ideologically motivated.
Please request her resignation or removal from the Health Board immediately.
Please support the use of masks, social distancing, and restricting large gatherings. Please be sure local businesses
implement safeguards. Please consider any and all measures, as appropriated, when needed.
I have grown as weary of this pandemic as anyone. I have not hugged my adult children or my 91 year old mother in
nearly 7 months. My wife has not felt comfortable visiting her out of state mother. I believe we all have a personal
responsibility to do what we can to slow the spread to protect ourselves and others. I believe slowing the spread helps
protect the local economy. I believe our elected leaders have a responsibility to support measures designed to protect
our communities and slow the spread of this deadly pandemic. Doing so, will help protect citizens of the valley and the
businesses they choose to support.
Respectfully,
Charlie Webster

Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jean Weiskotten <
Saturday, October 24, 2020 9:49 AM
Michelle Howke; knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
Covid 19 mandates

To whom it may concern
Im writing to express my support for enforcing mandates to keep us safe in Flathead County. In order to keep our
schools and businesses open, we need to get this surge under control. The rights of an individual do not usurp the right
of the whole. Please make a stand for the majority of residents. Make wearing masks, limiting group sizes, and other
common sense solutions mandatory.
Thank you for your action,
Jean Weiskotten
Whitefish, MT
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

James Williams
Sunday, October 25, 2020 7:03 PM
Michelle Howke
Covid conerns

First, I want to thank you for your service/hard work. I am concerned about a lack of concern regarding our increase in
Covid cases. The anti-mask agenda is dangerous for Flathead County. We need to listen to credible local and national
public health professionals. Please consider carefully your responsibility to all the citizens of our community. We have to
be in this together. Thank you.
Sincerely,
M Williams

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Yale
Sunday, October 25, 2020 1:00 PM
Michelle Howke
Keep Flathead safe

Dear City Council,
I am writing to you today as a concerned resident of Columbia Falls to implore you to take our public health and
safety seriously. COVID-19 cases are increasing at an alarming rate, as are hospitalizations. My friends and family in
health care positions are at their breaking point. I want my young children to be able to go to school in person. I want
small businesses to be able to stay open and afloat, but for that to happen we must wear masks, eliminate gatherings of
more than a handful of people, and take social distancing more seriously.
I have two older, at-risk parents. My good friend is currently in cancer treatment in Kalispell. My sister died of lymphoma
a few years ago on a ventilator, seeing a loved one hooked up to that machine is not something I would wish on anyone.
This is not a partisan issue. If a person wants to be in a public space, they need to wear a mask, maintain distance, and
prioritize keeping our community safe.
This anti-mask agenda is not supported by science. It is ridiculous, and it is criminally dangerous for our community. We
must listen to our doctors and nurses.
We can get through this pandemic together, by looking out for one another. Wearing a scrap of fabric over your face to
keep your germs from going into someone else's mouth seems like the absolute bare minimum of decency. People
should want to keep our businesses safe, our sick and elderly alive, our kids in school, and our neighbors healthy.
I thank the Flathead Country Health Department for what they have done already and implore members of local city
councils and boards of health to please take this seriously and work toward protecting our community.
Thank you,
Kathleen Yale

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rick yates
Sunday, October 25, 2020 8:21 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke
Covid and masks

To whom it may concern:
What is wrong with people? Wearing a mask is a simple and effective way to keep yourself and others from
spreading this deadly virus. What if, in surgery, your surgeon decided that wearing a mask went against their
"rights"? How would you, as a patient, feel about that?
I was in Murdocks today and less than half the people in the store wore masks, ignoring the signs on the doors
requiring all shoppers to wear a face covering. How can people be so callus? It may have something to do
with the lack of leadership in Washington D.C. and in the Flathead Valley. Montanans are better than
that. We take pride in looking out for each other, or at least we used to.
If we want to keep our businesses and schools open, the economy functioning, and our health care workers
from being over-whelmed, then for god's sake let's take some responsibility for our actions and reduce the
spread of the covid virus by following the CDC guidelines at the very least. Winter is coming!
I know there are some in county government that take this virus seriously. Hats off to them for their
understanding of basic science.
Sincerely;
Rick Yates
Whitefish

EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Miller, Zachary
Saturday, October 24, 2020 10:45 AM
Michelle Howke
COVID - 19

Hello Whitefish City Council,
Steve Qunell is my neighbor and a compassionate member of our community who is standing up for what he knows is
right. I’m here to support him and encourage you folks to think deeply about our community during these challenging
times.
It is time to stop letting COVID-19 have its way with our community. The anti-mask agenda continues to endanger the
lives of honest, hard-working folks around the Flathead and cause unnecessary strain on our limited healthcare services.
Mask wearing is NOT an infringement on anyone’s individual rights. This is not a political discussion. It is simply about
showing empathy and compassion for our community and supporting each other to get through this international
pandemic. Let us not think only of ourselves but of all of those around us - our community.
Please step up to lead by example by instituting a mandatory mask poilcy and limiting gatherings to realistic number
(below 50 or less). Additionally, it is time that businesses start being held accountable for dodging mask laws (sign at the
door with no employees wearing masks?).
We look to you fine folks to help guide our community and we need that now more than ever.
Zachary Miller
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lynette Zavodny
Sunday, October 25, 2020 2:18 PM
knuckles@flathead.mt.gov; Michelle Howke; citycouncil@kalispell.com;
trobinson@flathead.mt.gov
RN Covid Positive Input for City Council Meetings

10/25/2020
To Whom it May Concern, (and our active COVID-19 Case load is very concerning!)
I am one of over 1,300 new cases of symptomatic coronavirus in the Flathead Valley in the last two weeks. I am a nurse.
I was in contact with non-masked patients to allow for suctioning, airway management and safety. Not all at once, but
for 15 minutes or over during a 24 hour period. Multiple times. In case you were not aware, 15 minutes
nonconsecutively over 24 hours is the CDC guideline for exposure. This means if any individual is exposed to just one
positive unmasked carrier even if they are masked themselves as they do daily errands they are put in danger. This could
be 4 minutes at the grocery story, 2 minutes at the gas station, 4 minutes at the shoe store, 5 minutes in line at the post
office over 24 hours and it adds up to EXPOSURE!
I did wear my eye protection and mask, always and not just at work. The patient tests were often over 10 days old or
not done at all because tests were in shortage. This gap of 10 days or more, or not done at all allowed for asymptomatic
patients to be in the healthcare system. This is not to blame KRMC, it is to state a fact. RECENT TESTING AND MASK
WEARING BY ALL PARTIES is the only way to decrease the transmission as well as the VIRULENCE and VIRAL LOAD of the
virus. This means you have the chance to help other GET LESS SICK.
Yes, members of our community will get sick. That is a given. The idea is not to have it KILL our community members and
not to flood our ICU’s and to reduce the severity and occurrence of long-term damage from the virus. With the army of
non maskers and their insufficient rhetoric the citizens of the Flathead are getting the wrong message. Change the
message. This is part of your job as leadership. You need to change the message. Please, do the right thing.

Herd immunity in a highly variant virus that mutates regularly and has no consistent progression per individual infected
is not achievable. This is not scientific. Even if we were not basing our actions and behaviors on science which does
change as new evidence comes to light, …this is also NOT BELIEVABLE. The logic of herd immunity only works with
diseases in which progression is consistent, symptoms are predictable, and the virus does not readily mutate! This is the
exact opposite of COVID – 19. It turns out MASKS and adhering to hygiene and social distancing principles DO in fact
create a less severe case of COVID 19 hopefully allowing patients to recover at home, stay out of the ICU and not
overload the system as well as stay off detrimental lasting effects.
I want to give a huge shout out and thanks to T. St. Robinson and the diligent crew at the health department for all their
hard work, as well as everyone as we work through the challenges COVID-19 presents for us as a community.
Thank you for listening and doing the right thing. You are the leaders; you can change the message.
Lynette Zavodny. RN
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Liz Hoveland
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:36 PM
Michelle Howke
COVID Concerns

My name is Liz Hoveland and I am a current Junior at Harvard University from Bigfork, MT. Because of the pandemic, I
am living at home in Bigfork for the first time since graduating high school. I am writing in favor of public health
measures to slow the spread of COVID-19. I personally know way too many people who are sick with COVID here in MT,
as well as a myriad of people who refuse to wear masks and socially distance because they don't understand the threat
of this virus. I know there is a city council meeting tonight, and it is very important to me as a young person here in the
valley that I feel safe leaving the house, and right now, I do not.
Please continue to enforce mask mandates throughout the county, as masks save lives and can save Montana.
Best,
Liz Hoveland
-Liz Hoveland, she/her/hers
Harvard College Class of 2022
A.B. Candidate in History & Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

The Strutts
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:40 PM
Michelle Howke
Mask

My husband and I are both retired we live in Kalispell and would really like to see masks being mandatory.
Sent from my iPhone
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jack Venrick <j
Monday, October 26, 2020 4:38 PM
Michelle Howke
Flathead Liberty Coalition
Unmasking the Facts - Is the Mask Worse Than the Disease
2020-09-03UnmaskingtheFacts.docx

Dear City of Whitefish, Montana:
Please find two months of growing research attached in a Word document on the truth of forced
masking.
 The web site link research is updated frequently.

It is also linked here on my web site: Unmasking the Facts – Is the Mask Worse Than the
Disease
Sincerely,
Jack Venrick
Rollins, Montana
www.freedomforallseasons.org
Pioneer Family of Montana - Early Settlers
Pioneer Family of Nebraska
Pioneer Family of Wisconsin
The Boeing Company
30 Years Service - Retired
Montana State University
B.S. Electrical Engineering
M.S. Applied Science Business Administration
Industrial Engineering
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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“Sit down before fact as a little child be prepared to give up
every preconceived notion, follow humbly wherever and to
whatever abyss nature leads or you shall learn nothing.”
Thomas Henry Huxley
Little Zen Calendar
September 4, 2020

“The foolish reject what they see, not what they think.
The wise reject what they think, not what they see.”
Huang-Po
Little Zen Calendar
July 9, 2014

Updated October 26, 2020 Revised

To:
Montana House (Email)
Montana Senate (Email)
Montana Governor Steve Bullock (Form Email)
Montana State Emergency Coordination Center (Email)
Montana Chamber of Commerce (Email)
Montana Free Press Editor Brad Tyer (Email)
Bureau of Business and Economic Research (Email)
My Property Rights Friends (Email): Group 1, Group 2, Group 3, Group 4

Subject: Unmasking the Facts – Is the Mask Worse Than the Disease – Part 1 & New Part 2 (Start Pg.14)
➢

Link: http://www.freedomforallseasons.org/DefactoGovernment/2020-09-03UnmaskingtheFacts.pdf

(Continually Updated)

➢ See attached Word doc.

www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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Abstract: (Professional sources and references used wherever possible)
Attached is two months of research on professional studies, my analysis, and other patriot research regarding forced masked
wearing now in some 28 states.
1) This document is now 34 pages with 60 some mask related professional statements, cases & studies; most linking to the
source material. Cases AGAINST forced masking are increasing daily!
2) Extra time has been taken to abstract and summarize the bottom line results, MOST TITLES ARE HOT LINKED.
3) This material was prepared from primarily professional sources, medical, scientific, academic and legal, see below.
4) I am NOT making up these findings in this research so PLEASE do not shot the messenger.
5) The report sources are: (partial list)
a) The Association of American Physicians and Surgeons,
b) Director of Center for National Center of Immunization and Respiratory Disease,
c) New England Journal of Medicine,
d) Many other physicians in America,
e) Louisiana Attorney General and former Alabama Supreme Court Judge Roy Moore,
f) CDC,
g) Hillsdale College (The only private non subsidized college in America),
h) Scientists, epidemiologist, President Trump
i) Statements by countries not enforcing masking.
6) Wearing masks will not reduce the virus SARS-CoV-2 or the disease COVID-19.
7) The predominant states mandating masks are blue states with democratic governors.
8) Louisiana AG says state governors have no power to make substantive law even in an emergency.
9) Serious warnings of COVID Vaccines, e.g. it is untested.
10) Tell Trump To Veto The COVID-19 Trace Act H.R. 6666.
11) Corona virus death toll is heavily concentrated in Democratic congressional districts.
12) There is no science to backup the claim that a new coronavirus was the causative agent.
13) Forced mask wearing is not supported by the state or U.S. Constitutions or consent of the govern.
14) Montana Blue state Governor Bullock executive order mandating masks using the World Health Organization as reason
while WHO is well known to be corrupted by its deep association with China and USA ties to WHO have been severed.
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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PART 1 – Original Release July 29, 2020
1. Mask Facts - Link to the best detailed analysis supporting NOT wearing a mask below

• This report was written by Marilyn M. Singleton, MD and JD of the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons.
o https://aapsonline.org/mask-facts/
• OUTLINE HIGHLIGHTS of above 7 page report
1) Wearing masks will not reduce SARS-CoV-2 (the virus), aka COVID-19 (the disease)
2) Note: SARS-CoV-2 is the virus and COVID-19 is the disease.
3) Penetration of cloth masks by particles was 97%
4) Penetration of medical masks by particles was 44%
5) 3M Vflex 9105 N95 (0. 1%) or 3M 9320 N95 (less than 0.01%)
6) N95 masks protect health care workers, but are not recommended for source control transmission.
7) Surgical masks are better than cloth but not very efficient at preventing emissions from infected patients.
8) Reuse of cloth masks and poor filtration may result in increased risk of infection.
9) The virus may survive on the surface of the face masks.
10) A contaminated cloth may transfer pathogen from the mask to the bare hands of the wearer.
11) Patients infected with SARS-CoV-2 wore masks and coughed into a Petrie dish. Both surgical and cotton
masks seem to be ineffective…..
12) “….wide use of masks by healthy people in community settings is not supported by current evidence and
carries uncertainties and critical risks.”
i. “Medical masks should be reserved for health care workers.” We don’t routinely recommend the use of face
masks by the public to prevent respiratory illness,” …
ii. And we certainly are not recommending that at this time for this new virus.”
1. Dr. Nancy Messonnier, Director of Center for National Center of Immunization and Respiratory Disease.

13) “We know that wearing a mask outside health care facilities offers little, if any, protection from infection….”
New England Journal of Medicine.
i. Early reports are showing people with COVID-19 with low Vitamin D do worse than those with normal
levels. Perhaps this is why shut-ins do so poorly.
14) If you are sick stay home!
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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2. A number of governors (mostly blue) including Montana Bullock (D) Force State Citizens
to wear masks with no statistically significant Evidence
• I count 28 states or 56% of the 50, who ordered forced masking.
• Can you see a pattern among the states in these 3 pictographs?
• The following 11 states have forced masking PLUS:
➢ Democrat Governors (Blue) + a High count of federal cases
o (states with bright red in lower right chart)
➢ WA, CA, NM, CO, NC, VA, NY, PA, NJ, MA, DE
➢ Texas is only Republican Governor with forced masking PLUS
high count of federal cases.
➢ Blue state governors are not only using forced masking but
These states served with high count of federal indictments.

www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org

Red States (26) = Republican Governors Jan 2020
Blue States (24) = Democratic Governors Jan 2020
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3. Ben Garrison, our local Lakeside Montana graphic political artist AND Q

Click on meme and sign up for Ben Garrison’s free
emails.
https://grrrgraphics.com/

www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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4. Check Out “This West is Our West”: (Incredible work Lauralee!)
• View last report in your browser.
• View current July 28, 2020 report in your browser. (MUST READ).
• More recent posting on their web site: http://www.thiswestisourwest.com/
• Especially note the following articles:

a) Special Interview with Dr. Russell Blaylock on Face Masks and COVID-19
a. For anyone with a number of medical conditions (i.e., diabetes, cancer, COPD,

emphysema, asthma, heart trouble, etc.), should NEVER, EVER wear a face mask. For
the healthy, wearing a mask is a huge risk to your health, especially in suppressing your
immune system. Government mandates are taking NONE of this into account when
forcing everyone in society to wear a mask. Please share this interview with anyone you
care about.
b) To Idaho Citizens - Karen Schumacher wraps up the takings of the state perfectly and warns
state to stop it. (Must Read)
a. Executive orders are not laws –
i. “Louisiana AG Jeff Landry states the Governor has no power to make substantive
law through an executive order, even in an emergency….”

ii. “Louisiana AG Jeff Landry Urges Governor John Bel Edwards To Follow
Constitution…”
1. “Under our Constitution, the person tasked with the authority to make decisions on the legal

business of the State of Louisiana is the Attorney General,” wrote General Landry.
2. “My ultimate clients are the citizens, not the Governor’s office or any one department
or agency of state government.”
3. Now here is a rare state AG who knows the truth and practices it! ( Jack’s note)

c) Dear humans: face masks don’t work: study published by CDC
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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I.

“Disposable medical masks (surgical masks) are loose fitting devices that were designed to be worn by
medical personnel to protect accidental contamination of patient wounds and to protect the wearer
against splashes or sprays of bodily fluids..”

II.

“We did not find evidence that surgical-type face masks are effective in reducing laboratory-confirmed
influenza transmission, either when worn by infected persons (source control) or by persons in the
general community to reduce their susceptibility…”

III.

“Take off your masks. Governors and mayors and presidents and prime ministers, cancel the orders to
wear masks. You’re non-scientific. In the extreme.”
CDC: Wearing A Mask During Prolonged Exposure Won’t Prevent Infection (Thanks Lauralee)
✓ The CDC released a meta-analysis in May 2020 of 14 controlled, extended trials studying the
effects of mask usage. The study found no reduction in the rate of laboratory-confirmed cases of
influenza, a similar respiratory illness.

IV.

5. In Less Than Five Months – It was never about a mask, it was always about control
6. Dr. Jeff Barke – “Never before in the history of this great republic” (Thanks Sammy)

• This is a must see 7 minute video by doctor speaking out for thousands of physicians because they
do not agree with the main stream media and what the experts are telling us what to do.”
o “What if the experts are wrong?”
o “What if quarantining the healthy doesn’t actually save lives?”
o “What if wearing a mask in public is not effective?”

7. Look How Similar Symptoms Are Regarding Common Cold, Seasonal Flu and COVID-19
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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➢ Does this current CDC graph (death counts by age) look like an epidemic worthy of shutting down the
strongest economy in the world, locking down states & forcing masking by the most fearful governors in
the USA? Link graph full view. Death is primarily from old age and comorbidity!

Update
At the peak of this period shown in graph on 4/18/20:
➢ 85 Years and older = 33.2% of total deaths.
➢ 75-84 years old = 27.0% of total deaths.
➢ 65-74 years old = 20.8% of total deaths.
➢ 65 and older = 81.1% of all deaths
➢ 55-64 years old = 11.8% of total deaths.
➢ 55 and older = 92.9% of total deaths.

8. The COVID-19 Curve Has Been Flattened by Dr. Joseph Mercola, DPC
• Also check out Dr. Mercola’s site for many other on point reports regarding the COVID-19
9. Dr. Warns New COVID-10 Vaccine is Untested and Will Alter Your DNA
➢ CDC just confirmed that death rate for flu shot is TWICE as high as COVID-19 death rate!

10. Coronavirus death toll is heavily concentrated in Democratic congressional districts
o “..Pew Research Center analysis .. on official reports of COVID-19 deaths, collected by the Johns
Hopkins University Center for Systems Science and Engineering, finds that, as of last week, nearly
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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a quarter of all the deaths in the United States attributed to the coronavirus have been in just 12
congressional districts – all located in New York City and represented by Democrats in Congress. Of
the more than 92,000 Americans who had died of COVID-19 as of May 20 (the date that the data in
this analysis was collected), nearly 75,000 were in Democratic congressional districts.” (81.5%)

11. Four Months of Unprecedented Government Malfeasance – Hillsdale College
12. Tell Trump to Veto the COVID-19 Trace Act H.R. 6666

• “Couple arrested by eight law enforcement and health officials ... health official lied to judge.”
o Judge orders couple to be ankle cuffed when they are more than 200 feet from home!

• Petition President Trump here
13. COVID-19 Currently Amounts to 4.79% of All Deaths is USA (Excel chart updated)
➢ The 10 leading causes of death in the USA amounts to 70.34% of all deaths.
➢ The 1918 Spanish Flu is 22.81% of all deaths in the USA.
➢ 2017 – 2018 seasonal flu was 2.06% of all deaths in USA.

14. UN Officials Cite Study finds Lockdowns, School Closures KILLING More Children than COVID.
➢ Global Lockdowns Killing 10,000 Children Per Month

www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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15. Netherlands Refuses To Mandate Face Masks: Sweden Says They Are Pointless
➢ Netherlands citing there is no scientific evidence masks are effective against spread
➢ Sweden Close To Victory Over Coronavirus; Never Had A Lockdown Or Mask Mandate

16. The Suppression of the Truth Regarding Ineffectiveness of Masks by Big Tech
• Citizens For Free Speech Condemns Big Tech Censorship of Medical Experts.
• Social media (Twitter, Goggle, YouTube) are scrubbing medical facts to push masking.
• “The far left (Tech) CEO’s of these social media monopolies are heavily invested in the
national push toward a mandatory vaccine for COVID-19 and any attempt to show that
such a vaccine may not be necessary must be quashed.”

17. The 3 Phases of Lies in Development of COVID-19 Vaccines
➢

“The Modema vaccine skipped animal trials and went straight to human testing. In the high dose test
group, 21% needed hospitalization. But Fauci’s NIH is a co-developer/co-owner, so they’re now
moving on to a fake Phase 3 trial”.

18. Forced mask wearing and lock downs are not supported by the state and U.S.
Constitutions nor the consent of the state Citizens

19. Up to 70 Percent of KN95 Masks From China Don’t Meet US Health Standards
➢

These masks aren’t officially certified by US authorities and the N95 version model

www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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20. Dr. Andrew Kaufman Exposing the COVID-19 Magic Trick (Thanks Sammy)

• The 4 Koch postulates (1884) & 6 Rivers (1937) postulates to isolate & detect viruses have not been met.
• There is no science to backup the claim that a new coronavirus was the causative agent
January 2020. “Association is NOT causation”
• “They have flat out lied…serious ethical violation…references do not support claims…all world polices
based on this claim and they cannot reference any claims to back this up..”

21. The Plandemic Documentary Is an Expose’ Of Corruption Found At the Highest Levels of
Our Health Institutions
➢ 26 minute video on Dr. Judy Mikovits a molecular biologist & medical researcher controversial
discovery re. common use of animal & human fetal tissues was releasing plagues of chronic diseases.
➢ Her book “Plaque of Corruption: Restoring Faith in the Promise of Science
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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22. Trump Tweet Regarding Mail In Ballots

Yes America, there is voter fraud.
These recent cases prove it.

www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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23. State of Montana Office of the Governor Executive Order No. 2-2020
➢ “WHEREAS, the World Health Organization has declared the worldwide outbreak of COVID-19 Novel
Coronavirus a pandemic;” …….

➢ EXCEPT FOR A FEW LITTLE PROBLEMS Governor Bull..ock!
1) Executive orders are not laws –
“Louisiana AG Jeff Landry states the Governor has no power to make substantive law through an
executive order, even in an emergency….”

“Louisiana AG Jeff Landry Urges Governor John Bel Edwards To Follow Constitution…”

•

“Under our Constitution, the person tasked with the authority to make decisions on the legal business of the State of
Louisiana is the Attorney General,” wrote General Landry.
• “My ultimate clients are the citizens, not the Governor’s office or any one department or agency of state
government.”

Gov Newsom Admits He Can’t Mandate Law by The Healthy American Peggy Hall
2) The World Health Organization is beyond corrupt
May 29, 2020 Trump says the U.S. will cut ties with World Health Organization
• Trump Administration Makes It Official: U.S. Cuts Ties With WHO
• Independent reports of collusion and corruption between China and WHO
3) Masks are not effective- see OVERWHELMING evidence herein
4) Governors NOT Immune to Lawsuits arising Out of Willful or Negligent Disregard of State Laws.
5) COVID: Major case filed against Ohio governor and State of Ohio for restricting freedom..
6) Are the cooperating state governors receiving more funding & control if they force masking?
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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PART 2 - Added material since original release July 29, 2020
1. Is The Narrative Falling Apart (7 minute must watch video)
• 42% of all COVID deaths are people in nursing homes.
• 52% of all people who move into a nursing home die in the first 6 months.
• Most people who die from “COVID-19” have co morbidity, i.e. die from other causes.
2. Lockdown Killed two people for every three that died of coronavirus
• In Britain it is thought as many as 16,000 people died from want of medical care between March 23 and
May 1 versus 25,000 died from the virus.

3. Firefighter Helping Us Understand Oxygen Levels Under a Mask
• This is a 7 minute video by Jeff Neff a firefighter and president of borough council in Sewickley
Pennsylvania. He uses an oxygen level monitor instrument to show masking reduces the normal level of
oxygen we breathe from some 21% to 19.5% which is the federal OSHA health danger level.
• The left biased site “fact check” criticizes the testing saying he is only measuring his exhaled breath.
• Well no duh that suffocation is part of the problem as the mask traps your own exhaled gases while it is
restricting fresh air to flow back into your lungs. (Jack note)

www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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4. Mask Don’t Work – Doctor Ted Noel MD (Anesthesiologist)
• Link here to his article on “What good do the masks do, really?” (summary below)
o “If staff working outside of the immediate sterile field do not wear masks, there is no increase in
wound infections.”
o “When household with sick kids were examined, even rigorous mask wearing provided NO
statistically significant improvement in adult infections.”
o “If you don’t go through the fit testing ……N95’s won’t reduce ..Exposure to virus..”
o “Caregivers in high intensity environment should all be fitted with N95’s they need”
o “Beyond that, … recognize.. only person who should wear a mask is the Lone Ranger.”
o “The state of Florida has zero cases of COVID-19 that can be traced to outside transmission.”
• Watch 3 minute video Dr. Noel, MD demonstrates how masks do not work using aerosols.

5. OSHA Says Masks Don’t Work and Violate OSHA Oxygen Levels (13 minute video)
➢ In the federal and California guidelines three paragraphs state that a cloth face cover does not protect
against infectious diseases including COVID-19.
➢ Orange County California has been forced to do away with the mask mandate. (dated June 13, 2020).

➢ Sign up for The Healthy American newsletter to learn how they removed masking in Orange County.
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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➢ This video shows another independent masking and oxygen test similar to above tests by Ted Noel MD.

Note: The following material from #6 to #23 is from a report I received from Arthur Firstenberg who is a
Westinghouse scholar, BA in mathematics from Cornell University in 1971 and continued into medical
school from 1978 to 1982 but did not complete medical school due to illness.

6. Dr. Neil Orr’s study – Is a mask necessary in the operating theatre?
➢ Published 1981, National Center for Biotechnology Information
➢ A 6 month study by the Severallls Surgical Unit in Colchester England by the surgeons and staff to see
what would happen if they did not wear masks during surgeries.
➢ They wore no masks for 6 months and compared the rate of infections of the previous four years.
➢ The rate of infections was less than half what it was when everyone wore masks.
➢ “It would appear that minimum contamination can best be achieved by not wearing a mask at all” and
that wearing a mask during surgery “is a standard procedure that could be abandoned.”

7. Ritter et al.
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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➢ (Published 1975, National Center for Biotechnology Information)

➢

“The wearing of a surgical face mask had no effect upon the overall operating room environmental
contamination and probably works only to redirect the projectile effect of talking and breathing. People
are the major source of environmental contamination in the operating room.”

8. Ha’eri and Wiley
➢ In 1980, applied human albumin microspheres to the interior of surgical masks in 20 operations. At the
end of each operation, wound washings were examined under the microscope. “Particle contamination
of the wound was demonstrated in all experiments.”

9.

Laslett and Sabin
➢ In 1989, found that caps and masks were not necessary during cardiac catheterization. “No infections
were found in any patient, regardless of whether a cap or mask was used,” they wrote. Sjøl and
Kelbaek came to the same conclusion in 2002.

www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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10. In Tunevall’s 1991 study,
➢ A general surgical team wore no masks in half of their surgeries for two years. After 1,537 operations
performed with masks, the wound infection rate was 4.7%, while after 1,551 operations performed
without masks; the wound infection rate was only 3.5%, i.e. 25% less.

11. A review by Skinner and Sutton
➢ In 2001 concluded that “The evidence for discontinuing the use of surgical face masks would appear
to be stronger than the evidence available to support their continued use.”
12. Lahme et al.,
➢ In 2001, wrote that “surgical face masks worn by patients during regional anesthesia did not reduce
the concentration of airborne bacteria over the operation field in our study. Thus they are
dispensable.”

13. Figueiredo et al.,
➢ In 2001, reported that in five years of doing peritoneal dialysis without masks, rates of peritonitis in their
unit were no different than rates in hospitals where masks were worn.

14. Bahli
➢ Did a systematic literature review in 2009 and found that “no significant difference in the incidence of postoperative
wound infection was observed between masks groups and groups operated with no masks”

www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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15. Surgeons at the Karolinska Institute
➢ In Sweden, recognizing the lack of evidence supporting the use of masks ceased requiring them in 2010 for
anesthesiologists and other non-scrubbed personnel in the operating room. “Our decision to no longer require routine
surgical masks for personnel not scrubbed for surgery is a departure from common practice. But the evidence to
support this practice does not exist,” wrote Dr. Eva Sellden.

16. Webster et al.
➢ In 2010, reported on obstetric, gynecological, general, orthopedic, breast and urological surgeries
performed on 827 patients. All non-scrubbed staff wore masks in half the surgeries, and none of the nonscrubbed staff wore masks in half the surgeries. Surgical site infections occurred in 11.5% of the Mask
group, and in only 9.0% of the No Mask group.

17. Lipp and Edwards
➢ Reviewed the surgical literature in 2014 and found “no statistically significant difference in infection
rates between the masked and unmasked group in any of the trials.” Vincent and Edwards updated this
review in 2016 and the conclusion was the same.

18. Carøe,
➢ In a 2014 review based on four studies and 6,006 patients, wrote that “none of the four studies found a
difference in the number of post-operative infections whether you used a surgical mask or not.”
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19. Salassa and Swiontkowski,
➢ In 2014, investigated the necessity of scrubs, masks and head coverings in the operating room and
concluded that “there is no evidence that these measures reduce the prevalence of surgical site
infection.”

20. Da Zhou et al.
➢ Reviewing the literature in 2015 concluded that “there is a lack of substantial evidence to support
claims that facemasks protect either patient or surgeon from infectious contamination.”

21. Schools in China
➢ “Are now prohibiting students from wearing masks while exercising. Why? Because it was killing them. It
was depriving them of oxygen and it was killing them. At least three children died during Physical
Education classes -- two of them while running on their school’s track wearing a mask. And a 26-year-old
man suffered a collapsed lung after running two and a half miles while wearing a mask.” Arthur
Firstenberg

22. Mandating masks
➢ “Has not kept death rates down anywhere. The 20 U.S. states that have never ordered people to wear face
masks indoors and out have dramatically lower COVID-19 death rates than the 30 states that have
mandated masks. Most of the no-mask states have COVID-19 death rates below 20 per 100,000
population, and none have a death rate higher than 55. All 13 states that have death rates higher 55 are
states that have required the wearing of masks in all public places. It has not protected them.” Arthur
Firstenberg
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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23. “We are living in an atmosphere of permanent illness
➢ Of meaningless separation,” writes Benjamin Cherry in the summer 2020 issue of New View magazine. A
separation that is destroying lives, souls, and nature.

24. States Continue to Face Large Shortfalls Due to COVID-19 Effects
➢ States Continue to Face Large Shortfalls Due to COVID-19 Effects
o We now project that the state budget shortfalls expected from COVID-19’s economic fallout will total a cumulative $555 billion over
state fiscal years 2020-2022.
$335Billion

$690 Billion

$555 Billion

➢ This bar chart is from a PROGRESSIVE NON PROFIT organization.

➢ This “catastrophic false flag” has been used since the beginning of time to strangle free choice!
➢ Why, because it works every time, i.e. only 2/3 of 1% does their homework and takes action against the
false flag profiteers and control freaks!
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25. China Virus COVID-19

➢ “The China Virus, known as coronavirus or COVID-19, was likely engineered as a bio-weapon by China's Wuhan
Institute of Virology with assistance from Harvard University. Described as a ticking time bomb, the coronavirus was
unleashed at a point in time to inflict maximum damage prior to the 2020 US presidential election. The virus has wiped
out the US stock market, damaged the US economy and nullified many of POTUS' economic gains the past 4 years.
China would much rather have Joe Biden in office so it can go back to the old days of ripping off the USA via one-sided
trade deals.”
➢ Also believed to be assisted by other USA academic and military institutions. (Jack research)
➢ COVID-19 from the start: The definitive coronavirus timeline
7/2: Coronavirus: Why everyone was wrong
• Assumption that there was no immunity
• “The immune response against the virus is much stronger than we thought.”
o Source: http://archive.is/8rLzi#selection-359.127-359.198

➢ Concentrate not on the virus vaccine, but on the immune system.
o What if you, someday, have no need for any vaccine and .. become super strong in your resistance?
o What if everything can be solved and cured by enhancing your system instead of something from the outside?
o What if this strength comes from organic substances & enhanced support for your own system instead of going
to a pill? This would be a new paradigm for mainstream health.
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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26. Sweden’s Senior Epidemiologist: Wearing Face Masks Is “Very Dangerous”
➢ “I’m surprised that we don’t have more or better studies showing what effect masks actually have. Countries such as
Spain and Belgium have made their populations wear masks but their infection numbers have still risen,” the
epidemiologist also declared.

27. UK Government Scientist Admits Lockdown was a “Monumental Mistake on a Global Scale”
➢ A scientific advisor to the UK government says the coronavirus lockdown was a “panic measure” and a “monumental
mistake on a global scale.” The professor asserts that the impact of the response to coronavirus will be worse than the
virus itself.
➢ “Lockdown was a panic measure and I believe history will say trying to control Covid-19 through lockdown was a
monumental mistake on a global scale, the cure was worse than the disease,” said Woolhouse, who is now calling on the
government to unlock society before more damage is done.
➢ Richard Sullivan, professor of cancer at King’s College London, previously warned that there will be more excess cancer
deaths over the next 5 years than the number of people who die from coronavirus in the UK due to the disruption caused
by the coronavirus lockdown, which is preventing cancer victims from getting treatment.
➢ Figures also show that there were more excess deaths during the 2017-18 flu season (around 50,000) than the total
number of people in the UK who have died from coronavirus (41,433).

28. White Flight Is Real: Publicist Says Middle Class & Wealthy are Fleeing LA & NYC, et al
➢ “The homeless encampments are legal and there’s nothing the police can do. White, affluent middle-class folk are getting
out. People don’t feel safe anymore,” said O’Brien.
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29. Welcome to the Revolution per QAnon
1) C19 Stage 3: Activate Controlled [D] GOVS to spike death count + project statewide fear by presenting alarming onground conditions [hospital[care-supplies] projections].
2) C19(COVID-19) _stage 4: Push testing, testing, testing to spike ‘infected’ rate incline due to daily testing inc [the
political ‘set up’] _controlled MSDNC failure to report death count [rates] proportional to ‘infected’ rate _deliberate
miscounting of infected numbers [%] _change non positive to positive _label death of non_C19 as C19 _etc.
3) C19 _stage 5: Eliminate / censor any opposing views [anti-narrative]” [Ready when needed] Activate 4-year BLM
narrative 4x power [use as division + [2020] C19 infect rates to justify close-limit until Nov 3].”
4) C19 calculated [D] political gain: Eliminate record economic gains, record unemployment gains, CONTINUE FROM Q
POST THE REST.
5) How Blackmail is Used to Control US Politicians

➢ Link to www.qmap.pub and read Posts 4630, 4631, 4632 & 4633.
30. CDC DROPS 14-Day Quarantine Recommendation for Overseas, Out-of-State Travelers
➢ This announcement was received August 24, 2020.
➢ Is common sense returning?

31. Preparing for Mask Lawsuit in Alabama
➢ The Foundation for Moral Law, former Chief Justice of the Alabama Supreme Court Roy Moore is
preparing to sue the executive branch of Alabama for improper exercise of legislative power whereby the
Governor and State Health Officer have issued state wide orders requiring every person to wear a mask in
public. (link heading to read Judge Roy Moore’s letter to Jack)
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32. Unite For Freedom – Mass Protest and March

➢
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33. Gates Funding Connections to the health industry (Link to video interview)

Link here to read Bill Gates connection to World Economic Forum,
UN, green cause false flags, World Health Organization

www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org

Link for transcript and video of Italian Politician
speaking against lockdowns and Bill Gates.
• Divide and Rule
• WHO main financier is Gates Foundation
• Pro vaccine Gates Foundation, globalist
connected World Economic Forum and
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of public
Health hosted an Event 201 Oct. 18, 2019
handing out an odd coronavirus plushy
toy to attendees indicating advance
knowledge of a hypothetical coronavirus
outbreak.
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34. The Common Roots of Climate Change And COVID-19 Hysteria
➢ This 15 page report linked in title above, outlines how the far left globalist, media and academia like
Imperial College in London are using COVID-19 as a replacement strategy to herd the people into control
groups similar to sustainable development, “man caused” global warming and Technocracy.
➢ The author of this report, Patrick Wood, a leading critical expert on Sustainable Development, Green
Economy, Agenda 21, Agenda 2030s and historic Technocracy sums this up as a “different horse, same
jockey, same race, same finish line”
➢ The destruction of capitalism and free enterprise is their goal” Wood’s states.

35. Robert F. Kennedy Jr – Historic Speech in Berlin 8-29-2020
➢ Regarding the forced masking tyranny using fear. (at 5:30 minutes into video)
➢ The same strategy Herman Goering confessed they used for the Nazi Party, i.e. FEAR.
➢ “How did you make the German people go along with this (Nazism)
o Herman Goering said it is not anything to do with Nazism; it has to do with human nature, i.e.
▪ “You can do this in any political needs to make people into slaves is FEAR.”

36. Mask Free Success Stories from The Healthy American 8-28-20 Peggy Hall
➢ Check out this 3 minute video by Peggy Hall successfully fighting Orange County CA forced masking.
➢ Sign up at her site: https://www.thehealthyamerican.org/ for free Action Guide & updates.
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37. 94 Percent of COVID-19 Deaths in US Have Contributing Health Conditions, CDC Says
➢ Only 6% of all deaths recorded Feb 1 to Aug 22 were COVID-19 ONLY.
➢ “Congestive heart failure, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, any kind of lung disease, obesity, if
you’re morbidly obese, they have a hard time surviving,” said Harris

38. COVID – The Science Summary: Bruce 9/3/2020 (Thank you larkwick)
1) Democrat run states have COVID death rates much higher often 2-3 times higher than Republican states.
2) CDC reported on 8/6/20 COVID death only 6% of all deaths or about 10,000.
3) COVID death rates started at 14% and have diminished to 3%.
4) Children death rate low because they have little to no comorbidity.
5) Reuters showing cumulative death and infection charts which are dishonest because cumulative charts always go up until
zero cases then charts never go down.
6) Nationwide infection and deaths rates peaked in May in USA with minor rise in July and fallen since.
7) Population immunity is achieved when certain percentage have had disease and survived. Interaction with individual
modifies and mutates any disease but on average reduces population lethality with rare exceptions.
8) COVID virus is part of Corona Virus family which includes common cold viruses and is not even a flu virus. China
released virus and the CCP are primary sponsors of the WHO recommending mitigation for USA. All “medical news”
associated with COVID from WHO and spread via handful of news networks.
9) The wide variety of symptoms are an artifact of the underlying medical condition of patient, i.e. different symptoms
based on underlying medical problems of the person.
10) Many hundreds of thousands of Americans die annually from other diseases and COVID is a fraction of those numbers.
COVID has been embedded in overall death rates and made to look like a pandemic.
11) The use of isolation and masks provide no protection from a virus. No mask made can stop the travel of a virus
embedded in a bacterium. Physical isolation also reduces disease resistance. Both are used nationwide in a political
attempt to disrupt America and create an economic depression.
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40. Death by Extremes – Another Perspective on Government & Environmental Extremism
1. 4.1 Billion people have died from all causes roughly in the last 100 years
2. 864 million have died from contagious disease
3. 188 million have died from the hands of government
4. 77,480,000 have died from famine
5. 71 million have died from tobacco related intake
6. 4.5 million died due to floods and landslides
7. 3,772,800 died due to earthquakes
8. 1, 969,092 million died due to Cyclones, hurricanes and typhoons
9. 260,037 died due to eruptions
10. 677,700 died due to Tsunamis
11. 46,072 died in heat waves
12. 34,075 were killed by tigers in British administered India, 1875-1912
13. 16,614 died in storms
14. 5180 deaths due to blizzards
15. 5002 died in tornadoes
16. 1096 died in wildfires and bushfires
17. 571 died in hail storms
18. 81 died in lightning strikes
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41. The Role of UN
Agenda 21/2030 in the
Corona Virus
Plandemic – We are
being played
Agenda21 created in 1992
carried by NGOs funded
by foreign countries &
groups like the “Open
Society Foundation”
(George Soros) + the
Gates Foundation. Gates is the largest private donor to World Health Organization, a UN agency. Global governance, The Great
Reset, Transnational players. (https://www.gracevanberkum.com/post/we-are-being-played-please-read) Must Read!
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42. Nevada becomes 7th state to quietly reverse their decision to block HCQ
➢
➢
➢
➢

Dr. Simone Gold@drsimonegold Sep 16
Nevada is now the 7th state to quietly reverse their decision to block HCQ prescriptions for COVID-19.
Physicians in Nevada can now once again prescribe HCQ as they deem necessary.
Governors lied & restricted medicine that could have saved lives. They should be held accountable.

43. Lockdown could kill 75,000 over five years
➢ A Government Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies revealed 16,000 died from chaos in hospitals
and care homes in March and April 2020 alone.
➢ A further 26,000 will die within a year if people continue to stay away from health facilities
➢ An additional 31,900 could die over next five years from missed cancer diagnoses, cancelled operations.

44. Face Masks Pose Serious risks to the Healthy by Dr. Russel Blaylock
➢ “By wearing a mask, the exhaled viruses will not be able to escape and will concentrate in the nasal
passages, enter the olfactory nerves and travel into the brain” Russell Blaylock, MD
45. Federal Title 18 US Code §1038 law related to "MAKING FALSE STATEMENTS OR
MISLEADING INFORMATION REGARDING BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS OR HOAXES"
➢ When there is bodily injury or death resulting from violating this law -- the penalty is LIFE IN PRISON
➢ There is other federal crime being committed by these public servants.
➢ 8 Minute video Peggy Hall notifies Orange County, CA Board of Supervisors and health officer of federal and
state laws they are violating, many for fraud, which carry life in prison.
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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46. Over 6000 Scientists, Doctors Sign Anti-Lockdown Petition
➢ “Over six thousand scientists and doctors have signed a petition against coronavirus lockdown measures, urging that
those not in at risk category should be able to get on with their lives as normal, and that lockdown rules in both the US
and UK are causing ‘irreparable damage’.”

47. Michigan Supreme Court Strikes Down COVID Orders, Attorney Says Burn Your Masks
48. The Coronavirus and the Constitution (MUST WATCH)
➢ 1 hour 13 minutes YouTube Video Hillsdale College
➢ Speakers are: (15 – 20 minutes each)
1. Robert Barnes - - Constitutional, Criminal & Civil Law
2. Alex Berenson – Jurnalist & Author of over a dozen books
3. John Henderaker(sp) - Litigator 41 years, think tank work, commentator, radio talk show activist

49. Over 30,000 Health Experts Sign Declaration Against COVID-19 Lockdowns
50. Plandemic is a Bombshell
1) See the Plandemic documentary in title link.
o There are huge conflicts of interests and money flows from our government public health system, and private
sectors within the pharmaceutical industry and the tech industry.
o There is abuse of power and corruption within our public health system which seek to suppress and cover-up
damaging scientific discoveries, cover-ups which are abetted by our mainstream media outlets and social media
tech companies.
o The conflicts of interests and abuse of power result in harms to everyday American citizens, including innocent
children.
www.FreedomForAllSeasons.org
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51. Why American Citizens Are Being Systematically Enslaved - Forced Without Consent
This Constitutional Law is NOT Followed on
ANY Legislation or E.O.’s in ANY of the states
or in the union of the states and never has been!

The Constitution of The State of
Montana Article II. Declaration of
Rights Part II. Declaration of Rights

Popular Sovereignty
Section 1. Popular sovereignty. All

This is the problem & solution – All
state Citizens must REVOLT to return
our Republic to a true and honest
Constitutional government FOUNDED
on CONSENT OF THE GOVERN
AND Constitutional vetting of all
legislation and E.O.’s!

political power is vested in
and derived from the
people. All government of
right originates with the
people, is founded upon
their will only, and is
instituted solely for the good
of the whole.

15 Years of Research Connecting the Shackling of Our Unalienable Rights (by deceit, i.e. De Ceit. Inc.)
Why American State Citizens Cannot Be Represented. Discerning Represent vs. Consent
Why Private Property and Wages Cannot Be Taxed
America – A Republic Enslaved With Lies
The History of Taking Property in America
The Dark Side of Municipal Corporations
A Treatise on The Current System of Control in America vs. A True and Honest Republic
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52. Meme Relief to This Political Masking Insanity
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53. The COVID virus invented out of sheer nonsense
➢ Dr. Tom Cowan analyzes yet another key document posted by the CDC, in their journal,
Emerging Infectious Diseases: “Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 from Patient
with Coronavirus Disease, United States”
➢ The CDC used an arbitrary computer “tinker-toy” process to invent a description of the virus. The virus
that no one has proven exists. This is the basic conclusion of Dr. Tom Cowan.
➢ “First, in the section titled ‘Whole Genome Sequencing,’ we find that rather than having isolated the
virus and sequencing the genome from end to end, they found 37 base pairs from unpurified samples
using PCR probes. This means they actually looked at 37 out of the approximately 30,000 of the base
pairs that are claimed to be the genome of the intact virus. They then took these 37 segments and put
them into a computer program, which filled in the rest of the base pairs.”
➢ In other words, the sequencing of the SARS-CoV-2 virus was done by assumption and arbitrary
inference. If this is science, a penguin is a spaceship.
➢ “The shocking thing about the above [CDC journal] quote is that using their own methods, the
virologists found that solutions containing SARS-CoV-2 — even in high amounts — were NOT, I
repeat NOT, infective to any of the three human tissue cultures they tested. In plain English, this means
they proved, on their terms, that this ‘new coronavirus’ is not infectious to human beings. It is ONLY
infective to monkey kidney cells, and only then when you add two potent drugs (gentamicin and
amphotericin), known to be toxic to kidneys, to the mix.”
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54. USA Coronavirus Deaths (No Link Stats Below)
➢ USA Population = 330,475,918 as of 10/20/2020
➢ USA Coronavirus Deaths = 226,047
➢ Coronavirus Deaths/USA Total Deaths = .068% of total population
➢ USA Deaths 2020 Year to Date 10/20/2020 = 11,449,376
➢ Coronavirus Deaths/USA Total Deaths = 1.974%

➢ Coronavirus DEATH rate is INSIQNIFICANT

55. German Neurologist Warns Against Wearing Facemasks: 'Oxygen Deprivation Causes
Permanent Neurological Damage’ (Thanks Laura Lee)
56. CDC Study: Overwhelming Majority Of COVID Patients Wore Masks (Thanks Laura Lee)
57. COVID The Science Summary: Bruce 9/3/2020
➢ Compare death rates from COVID per 100,000 population, this level’s the population size factor of big states
vs small states making comparisons across populations more realistic. Democrat run States have COVID
death RATES much higher, often 2-3 times or more high than Republican States. A REAL Disease does NOT
discriminate by part

➢ The use of isolation and masks provides no protection from a virus. No mask made can stop the travel of a
virus embedded in a bacterium. Physical isolation also reduces disease resistance, both are currently being
used nationwide in a political attempt to disrupt America and create an economic depression rather than cure
a minor disease.
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Michelle Howke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Heather Wallis
Monday, October 26, 2020 3:54 PM
pholmquist@flathead.mt.gov; trobinson@flathead.mt.gov; citycouncil@kalispell.com;
Michelle Howke
covid19

Dear Flathead City-County Health Department,
I am a registered nurse at KRMC in the PICU and I am seriously concerned about the Valleys covid situation. We are in a
crisis that needs some guidance and more restrictions. At the hospital we are in a critical situation with too many
patients and not enough staff. Just on my floor nurses themselves are getting sick because we can not go to the
grocery store without getting exposed because no one is enforcing masks. If more and more staff get sick and are out
there will be no one left to care for the sick patients in the hospital. What would you do if your child got sick and had to
go to the hospital but there was no nurse or doctor to take care of them? Because we were all out sick with covid
because no one cared enough to help us stay well? Please we are asking for you to help us keep this valley safe!
Heather Riley
EXTERNAL SENDER verified by City of Whitefish IT
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